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AN UPDATE FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM
Dear Parents/Carers
I hope you are well.
Facemasks
In light of the revised Government guidance, we have taken the
decision to review our approach to facemasks from next week.
They will still be compulsory in communal areas where social
distancing is challenging. In classrooms they are no longer required
unless individual pupils choose to, or unless the staff member
requires the class to keep their facemasks on for that lesson. As
currently, facemasks are not required outdoors. On buses they
remain compulsory.
Uniform
My weekly reminder about uniform on the website and as below in
pictoral form. Half-term is the deadline by which time we will be
opening PE changing rooms again which will mean no exceptions to
uniform. Please ensure that your child is kitted out.
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Wishing you a restful weekend

OUR GOSPEL VALUES

Yours sincerely

Andrew Madden
Headteacher

St Benedict's Catholic High School
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CATHOLIC LIFE
This week the students listened to St John’s Gospel and heard from Jesus: “This I command you:
love one another.”
Our half termly focus from the Jesuit pupil profile is Compassionate and Loving. Students have
been showing this compassion and love this week by writing prayers in form time about the Covid
crisis in India amongst other intentions. Thank you to 10FF who have shared theirs with me:

The Year 7 & 8 Chaplaincy teams
(separate days) have met this week and
have been colouring flowers and images
of Mary for the Chapel display.

Prayer of the week
The Pope’s prayer intention for May:
Creator God,
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work
with governments to regulate the financial sphere and
protect citizens from dangers of poverty and hardship.
In Your merciful name.
Amen
Ms Mason – Catholic Life Co-ordinator

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
YEAR 9 NEWS
It’s been another busy couple of weeks for Year 9, and it’s been fantastic to see so many students
getting involved in the wonderful enrichment opportunities being provided during this summer
term. It was great to see students enjoying a sports session after school on Monday, though as I
said to the students who were there, I was very glad to be spectating rather than taking part - it
looked exhausting! My thanks go to all staff who are providing these valuable experiences for our
students.
9M’s trees finally arrived and were planted last Thursday. It was a real privilege to be invited
along to the lesson to see these students playing their small but significant part in tackling the
climate crisis. They also loved having their photos taken... evidence attached! Throughout this
term, Year 9 are growing to be compassionate and loving, and Wednesday's assembly was
centred around Jesus' new commandment - to love one another. We shared and discussed ideas
about how we can show love towards our peers, our friends, and our teachers and it was
fascinating to hear the students' thoughtful and insightful contributions. We also discussed Mental
Health Awareness Week and things we can do to help improve our mental health and wellbeing.
As Mr Madden mentioned in a recent newsletter, we will be ‘resetting’ our uniform expectations
after the May half-term break. Please ensure your child is ready to attend school in full uniform
after the break. Thank you for your ongoing support, and please do not hesitate to get in touch if
there is anything I can do to better support your child at St Benedict's.
God bless you and your families,
Mr W Gee
Head of Year 9

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
MATHS NEWS
Last Thursday, to raise money for the NSPCC Years 7-9 diverged from the
regular Maths curriculum to celebrate Number Day! It was a lesson with a
wide range of fun activities from things like bingo to colouring and was all
done to raise money for the NSPCC (National Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children) which helps fight against child abuse in the U.K. We came together as a
school to raise £125.33 and the Math's department would like to thank everyone for their
participation and generosity!
Ciara (Maths Ambassador).
Miss Houston would also like to thank all the maths ambassadors (Ciara, Conor, Mason, Isaac,
Matheus and Emma) who put in significant time and effort to organise activities and ensure
the smooth running of the event.

YEAR 10 PE NEWS
The year 10 rounders team won the under 15 South Warwickshire rounders tournament last
night. They won every match working very well together as a team. Their fielding was sharp
and their batting showed a huge improvement ... gained in recent practices. They were thrilled
as you can imagine. We have a cup and certificates.

Calling all ex-Great Alne Primary School
pupils, parents and staff!
After 16 years as the Headteacher of Great Alne Primary School,
sadly Mrs Hendrie will be retiring at the end of the summer
term. We know that many of you will have happy memories of
your time at Great Alne and we would like to put together
messages from pupils, parents, and staff past and present.
If you would like to send a message for Mrs Hendrie, or know of
someone who would like to, then please send either a video
recorded message or an email to
wraparound2024@welearn365.com
If you also wish to include photos or memories of your time associated with Great Alne Primary that
would be great.
We would be grateful if you could send your messages by Friday 28th May.
Many thanks, from the Staff at Great Alne Primary School.

GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have vacancies for Foundation Governors.
School governors make a valuable contribution to children’s
education, opportunities and futures. Being a school governor
is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. It will give you the
chance to make a real difference to young people, give
something back to your local community and use and develop
your skills in a board-level environment. Schools need
governing boards that have a balance and diversity of knowledge, skills and experience to enable
it to be effective. Anyone aged 18 or over can be a governor and you do not need to be a parent.
There is no requirement for you to have an understanding of the education system, just the
necessary skills, character and time to contribute. There is plenty of training available to help you
learn about education. Schools need and benefit from a range of professional knowledge on their
governing board including education, finance, human resources, legal, marketing and public
relations, property and estates management, and organisational change.
If this is something that interests you and you are a practicing Catholic, please contact Lorraine
Barnes (Clerk to Governors) lorrainebarnes@warwickshire.gov.uk or Victoria Dawes (Chair of
Governors) dawesv@st-benedicts.org for further information.

