The Year of Community

Dear Parents and Carers,
Y11 completed their first week of Mocks this week and we're really proud of how they
have approached them and the mature attitude we have seen with regards to their
preparation and conduct. This really does stand them in good stead for the next set of
Mocks in February then the real thing in May. They'll be with us before we know it.
GCSEPod was a fantastic resource for last year's Y11 in their preparation, so much so they
achieved record breaking results and were the best results of any school, outside of the
grammar system, in South Warwickshire with a progress 8 score of +0.44. Current Y11
have started to switch onto GCSEPod and we will be launching with Y10 in the next
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fortnight to support their homework studies. For more information on how
you0can
support as parents and carers with GCSEPod, visit their parent toolkit at the link below:
https://www.gcsepod.com/parent-resources/
Y13 start their mocks on Monday and we wish them all the very best in their last minute
revision over the weekend.
Last night, Y8 and Y9 had a great time evening at the theatre to watch Noughts and
Crosses, which they study as part of their English curriculum. Visiting the theatre is a
fantastic way to develop students' cultural capital and I know that they all enjoyed it!
Look out for news from our PTA - St Benedict's Association - with regards to our
Christmas Fayre that will take place on Wednesday 14th December. We have lots of
stallholders and lots of fun Christmas Gift ideas!

I wish you all a fantastic weekend.
Take care and God bless,
Luke

Today marks the Feast of the Dedication of Saints Peter and Paul. The
modern Catholic Church sees its physical home based in Vatican City,
Rome. The symbol of the Vatican's powerful base is the dome of St Peter's
Basilica, towering over the Roman skyline. The basilicas of SS Peter and
Paul were, for large parts of history, joined by a long colonnade, a large
stone-built corridor, despite being situated miles apart from one another.
Though the buildings are the physical embodiment of the strength of the
Catholic Church, their symbolism runs much deeper. Both apostles of
Jesus, SS Peter and Paul play a pivotal role in many of the Gospel stories
that we know so well today. It was Peter to whom Jesus said, "And I tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church."
That prophecy came to be, and carrying forward the teachings of Jesus,
Peter guided the Church on its journey to become the establishment that
we know it to be today. With the backdrop of the Basilica of St Peter, Pope
Francis now guides the Catholic Church as the 266th successor of St Peter.

O holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, intercede
for us. Protect, O Lord, your people who
trust in the patronage of your Apostles,
Peter and Paul, and by their constant
protection protect your people. Through
Christ our Lord.
Amen

Assembly - Our theme this week was Road Safety, with Mrs Sylvester and 7TS leading
a brilliant assembly. This theme is particularly important as students become more
independent and are allowed to be in the community without parental support.
Thank you 7TS for reminding us of this vital message!
Attendance – Congratulations to 7PT for having the highest attendance this week.
Also, Ashley and Phoebe were our lucky 'Wheel of Chocolate' winners!
Tutor group of the week – Every week is such a close competition (a testament to
how brilliant Year 7 are!) but this week’s winners are 7SH! Well Done!
Litter picking heroes- At St Benedicts’ valuing and caring for our school environment
is always a high
priority. This week, it was 7CM
who acted positively, helping to
maintain the high standards in
our school. They completed a
litter pick, with the promise of
keeping their playground
litter free. Great job!

Assembly – Well Done to Mr Walley and 10JW for leading a great assembly this week,
themed ‘Feast of Christ the King’. Speaking in front of an audience is, for many, a
daunting experience but it is also a valuable life skill that will support students in the
future. It was brilliant to see all students involved and presenting – thank you.
Attendance – Congratulations to 10EB for having the highest attendance this week,
again! Tom and Nataniel were our lucky 'Wheel of Chocolate' winners!
Tutor group of the week – The deciding factor during our standards check for the
winning tutor group is often the number of students with planners signed by parents.
Please support us in making planners a useful and informative working document.
Pioneer Residential Trip – With only 5 days until our residential trip to the Pioneer
Centre, the buzz and excitement is real! Any outstanding payments must be made
immediately – thank you. The kit list and arrangements have all been shared with
parents but I will do one final briefing for students next week as a reminder! Phones will
be permitted but they will be removed from students at key points during the stay.

Assembly – This week’s assembly was delivered by 9CL on the topic of alcohol. A wellrounded message about being aware of the dangers of drinking. Thank you to all the
class for working so hard.
The winners of this week’s fortnightly £10 attendance prize went to Sofia St Vincent
Pickard and Jude Ballard. Well done. The next draw is next Friday so make sure you are
in all next week to stand a chance of winning.
Attendance – Congratulations to 8FR and 8MM for jointly having this week’s highest
attendance and moving one pizza slice closer to a pizza party. Well done to 9KTJ for
winning the attendance price in year 9.
This week’s wheel of chocolate winners is Yuvraj Rai year 8 and Laura Baczek year 9
enjoy your chocolate.
This week’s basket of joy winners for highest positive points in a week are Aaron Binu
year 8 and Mackenzie Huddleston Year 9.
Tutor of the week and winners of the trophy goes to 8FF and 9CT for a second week
running. A big well done on holding your high standards again this week.
On Thursday night a group of students form year 9 went to the Alexander in
Birmingham to watch Noughts and Crosses. A massive well
done and thank you from me as I am told that the staff at
the Alex commented on the impeccable behaviour of the
group and thanked the pupils for clearing all rubbish from
their area without being asked by teachers.
I'm told that it was a great performance and both
students and teachers enjoyed the show.

This week, year 11 have been working incredibly hard with their mock exams. Exams
will continue next week and all students should be proud with their conduct and
effort so far.
Once all papers are marked, there will be a mock results day for Yr 11 to receive
their results.
For any days next week, where students do not have an exam, they are still expected
to attend school for revision.
As mocks continue, there will be no afterschool interventions running next week.
They will resume on the 5th December.
A reminder that the hoodie shop is open online. You are now also able to order a
year book. Please use the below link to place orders.;
Link: https://shop.fizz-group.co.uk/
Unique ID: 26803YR11
A reminder that the deposit for the prom tickets need to be paid via parent pay by
the 21st November.
Thank you for all your hard work, enjoy your weekend.

Community Spirit – it was really lovely to see some of
our Year 12 boys teaming up with sixth formers from
AGS this week, to help some younger pupils from Our
Lady's plant Trees in Abbey Fields, in Alcester. They all
worked so well together and planted approximately 100
trees. Look out for more photos in the local paper.
Children in Need Fundraiser – today our students dressed up to raise money for
Children in Need charity. Thanks to all involved and your donations! Photos to follow.
Year 13 mocks take place next week. Students only need to be in for their exams.
Punctuality is important. Good luck to all students!
The Big Sleep Out - 25-26 November – there are a few spaces left for this. Please see
Mr Payton if you are interested.

From our
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors…
Dear Parents/Carers,
This week has been Anti-Bullying Week across the country and we have been doing work in
school and in the community this week to raise awareness of bullying. We do not tolerate
bullying at St Benedict’s and want students to know who we are so they can talk to us if they are
having any problems.
On Thursday morning, we went out into Alcester and displayed some messages of kindness from
historical figures, celebrities and included some quotes from scripture too! If you are in Alcester
over the weekend, please take a photo of these and tag us on Instagram (@stbenedictsuk) using
the hashtag #SBEAntiBullying.
We will be looking at how to spread kindness and positivity around the school during the next
few weeks.
Your Anti-Bullying Ambassadors

Year 9: Grace B, Bella B, Lexi D, Zak G, Dan I
Year 10: Oscar A, Lilla Rose C, Sharifa M, Jakub P, Betsy S

Another busy week in the music department, with lots of clubs and extra-curricular activities to
take part in. Well done in particular to those students who have joined our two new ensembles –
Guitar Orchestra and Reed All About It! It’s been great to hear different styles of music in the
building since this ensembles were established.
This week, Year 7 have made a start on melody writing, Year 8 have been looking at major and
minor scales, Year 9 have been performing and composing fanfares, Year 10 have been working
on their free composition and Year 11 have completed their first full mock examination.
Please look out for a letter regarding the Winter Concert & Carols by Candlelight in the coming
weeks – details are below.
God bless you and your families.
Mr W Gee
Head of Music

Follow us on Instagram to see more!
@musicatsbe

What’s New

If you haven't yet signed up for Studybugs please download the app
and sign up as soon as possible. This is the most efficient way to
record your Child's Absence. If you have any problems with the signup process, please feel free to email me on
tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk - Moving forward this will be the
main way of absence reporting.
Have a brilliant weekend and let's make the most of the Beautiful
weather we have been blessed with. Miss Gibbons
Please look for this
logo when searching
for Studybugs on
your Appstore.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please be advised that the school office can no longer accept
cash payments. If this presents you with any difficulties, please
contact the office who will be happy to assist.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH OPPORTUNITIES
We have some opportunities for young people to complete their
volunteering section of their Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Award. We would welcome any girls over 13 years old to any of our units
meeting in Alcester, Bidford on Avon, Salford Priors or Welford on Avon.
We have opportunities with all of our age groups (from 4yrs-18yrs) on
every weekday and can work with most schedules to find a time that fits!
Girls (or their parents) can register directly
here: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-avolunteer/register-your-interest/
or if they'd like further information they can email us and we can help
them find a group to help with.
(We would also welcome any girl who is not doing the Duke of Edinburgh
Award but would still like to be involved!)

Best wishes,
Jude Mayall & Sian Davis
Joint District Commissioners
Alcester & Avon Villages District Girlguiding
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NAME

YEAR

REASON

Mr Payton

Heidi Davis

12

For supporting Law at 6th Form Open Evening
whilst I was doing the main talks. She was a star!

Jacob Worger

11

For having a positive attitude during the past 2
weeks

Mrs Paddock

Hugh Markham

11

Committed to exam preparation. Superb!

Ms S Caherty

Summer Edwards

10

Excellent contribution in English lessons

Miss Cosnett

Penny Harkin
Julia Zielinska

7

For their caring attitude towards the school
environment

Mr Pettle

Sebastian Higgerson

7

For his fantastic singing during the Alton Castle
retreat

HOY
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YEAR

REASON

Miss Marston

Jordan Cattermole

7

For being kind and considerate to another student.

Mr Eyre

Aaron Binu

8

Achieving the highest number of positive points
this half term. Well done!

Mr Eyre

Ava Watters

9

Achieving the highest number of positive points
this half term. Well done!

Miss Marston

Nataniel Krakowiak

10

For having a brilliant attitude to learning and a
positive start to his GCSE curriculum

Miss Lloyd

Dan Clarke

11

For having consistent high standards and being
Brilliant !

Mrs Munford

Chloe-Mai Insall and Joseph
Augustine

13

For their speeches on Open Evening
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YEAR
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Mrs AustinBraams

German Language Club: Tymon
Puwalski, Henry Green, Jorge
Dunning, Holly Gittus and Franie
Bishop

7 & 10

Enthusiastic and hardworking, really trying to use
what they have learned each week.

Mrs Hart

Blaze Chaplin and Catherine Candy

7

Making me smile, even on a day when I don’t feel
like smiling.

Miss Cosnett

Charlie Ironmonger, Jake Randall,
Ben Herbert

11

For their commitment towards preparing for their
mock exams.

7
7

Excellent and thorough responses in their RE
assessment. Their answers were used as examples
for Year 7.
For being fantastic human beings and brilliant
ambassadors for RE before and during 6th Form
Open Evening.

Mrs O’Gara

Francesca Kinsella
Tymon Pulwalski
Heidi Davis, Caitlin Libeaut, Liam
Castle, Willow Stevens-Mullis,
Harry Baker, Poppy Solway &
Matthew Dawes

12

Mr
CampbellKelly

Alex Golder

8

Great work in Maths

Mr Gee

Franc Barys

11

As well as working hard on his GCSE Composition,
Franc achieved a merit in his Grade 8 Piano Exam
– a fantastic achievement!

Ms Beaman

Isaac Hempell

11

For a fantastic approach to his studies and
enrichment.

HOD

NAME

YEAR

Mrs
Williamson

Carson Du

7

Edward Tarte

9

REASON
For always trying hard in class
For his quality contributions to lessons.
For her enthusiastic approach to lessons.

Care-Alessia Jones

10

Cerys Dillon-Cambridge
10

Jack Tabberer
13
Caitlin Libeaut
13
Poppy Solway and Kayleigh Sollis
12

For going above and beyond for her 'egg baby' in
Health and Social Care. Cerys looked after her
'baby', even providing it with its own portable
bedroom.
Has been active in his participation in Forensic
Profiling.
Completed her Oxbridge application in a timely
fashion.
For their excellent contributions to lesson,
especially memory: coding, capacity and
duration.

St Benedict’s Attendance week ending 18.11.22
Whole
School 92.7%
Well, there really is no
stopping Year 7 is there!
Their consistency and
perseverance each week
is something they should
really be proud of!
Don't forget to download and sign up to
Studybugs. It is completely free to use,
and you can report absences for illness,
appointments, and even if you would
like a call back, a member of staff can
respond to you through Studybugs to get
that organised. Parents who use it
already absolutely love it!

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

96.5%
92.9%
93.5%

Year 10
Year 11

91%
90.9%

Year 12

93.1%

Year 13

89.9%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
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We have a number of exciting opportunities across the
organisation which can be viewed at Vacancies – Our Lady of
the Magnificat.
All vacancies include a Job Description and Person
Specification. If you are interested in applying for any of our
vacancies please apply via Vacancies – Our Lady of the
Magnificat’.

There are currently vacancies for foundation governors on the Local Governing Body at our
school
Why should I become a governor?
Becoming a governor offers you the opportunity to make a real contribution to the life and work of our school.
Our school is part of the Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi-Academy, and each school within the multiacademy has its own local governing body (LGB). In a multi-academy, the legal accountability for the school
lies with the Board of Directors for the multi-academy and the LGB has a critical role to play in being the ‘eyes
and ears’ of the Board of Directors at individual school level. The LGB provides challenge and support to the
school to ensure the best possible outcomes for all pupils and to ensure the distinct Catholic mission and
ethos of the school is upheld. The LGB does not get involved in the day-to-day operation or management of
the school.
Being a governor can be extremely rewarding and will provide you with the opportunity to meet new people
and gain new skills.
The role of foundation governors
Foundation governors are formally appointed by the Diocese, and you must be a practising Catholic to be a
foundation governor. You do not need to have a child attending the school to be a foundation governor.
What skills or experience do I need to become a governor?
Don’t worry if you have no experience in education or governance as there is plenty of training and support
available.
We are particularly keen to increase the diversity on our LGBs, and welcome applications from people from all
backgrounds. All governors must complete an enhanced DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check before
being appointed.
What is the time commitment of being a governor?
As a governor you are expected to attend all LGB meetings. Meetings are held once every half term (i.e., 6
times a year), and take place at school usually in the evening. Meetings last approximately 2 hours. In addition,
there will be opportunities for you to undertake governor training, and there is an expectation that you will be
able to support the school through focused governor visits to the school approximately 2-3 times a year.
Governors are also welcome, and encouraged, to attend school events such as special assemblies and
performances, to support the school and increase governor visibility to the whole school community.
How do I apply to become a governor?
If you would like to find out more about being a foundation governor then please contact us via email on
governor@magnifciat.org.uk and we will be happy to answer any questions that you may have. Foundation
governors are required to complete an application form which is available online here or by visiting
www.bdes.org.uk/v3--new-academies.html and choosing ‘Foundation governor application form’ tab. We look
forward to hearing from you!

CAREERS – MISS KLATT
The job market for students leaving school or university can be difficult to
navigate and now more than ever we need to help our young people by
making them aware of all the opportunities available to them, as well as
providing them with advice and tips on securing the very best opportunities
when they enter the workplace. We would like to extend our invitation to all
parents and guardians to attend the 'Your Child, Their Future' Event on
Thursday 24th November from 6:00pm – 7:30pm, hosted by 'Young
Professionals’.
They have leaders from some of the biggest employers in the world including
KPMG, BT Group, Capgemini, British Airways, Linklaters and more who will
each come along to talk to you, as parents and guardians, about how your
son/daughter/young person can best navigate the job market to find some
incredible work experience/internship placements, as well as graduate and
apprenticeship opportunities. We will be sharing some useful tips around
psychometric testing, how to prepare for assessment centres, putting
together a CV, filling out application forms, as well as advice on how you can
prepare your child/young person for the working world.
This event is completely free of charge, and it will be running via Zoom on
Thursday 24th November from 6:00pm - 7.30pm. We encourage you to join
this event virtually with your son/daughter/young person, or the whole
family and ask any questions that you may have, directly to leading
employers.
Sign up here! https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YP-Information-Evening

BIRMINGHAM CITY MISSIONS TOY APPEAL
I am collecting donations for the Birmingham City Missions Toy Appeal, if you have any questions email me
21OliviaHumphries@stu.magnificat.org.uk.
There will be a bag left in reception at the front of school for your donations. Below is their flyer with a few
ideas on what will be suitable

Window Wanderland is coming back to Alcester in January 2023!
It is , it is a free event that will turn the streets of the town into a magical art gallery for a whole
week. If you live in Alcester and would like to register to take part go to
https://www.windowwanderland.com/event/alcester-2023/

Alcester Town Council are also running a free beginners’ art workshop and we would like to
invite anyone, who feel like they would want support to be involved, to come along on:
Saturday 26th November at the Eric Payne Community Centre from 1:30pm

To book a place on the workshop, go to :https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/november-window-maker-workshop-tickets-458251090347

Pre-booking is essential to organise materials:

Standards Focus
Please help to continue to improve overall standards within the school
•
•
•
•

Punctuality to school
Punctuality to lessons
Wearing correct uniform
Preparing for learning- having the correct equipment for lessons

Please see below the list of equipment students should have in school with them each day.
Being organised for learning will help students achieve higher standards in their lessons!
A letter has been sent with more details about the standards focus. Tutors will be doing
equipment checks.
Please see your Tutor or Head of Year if you have any questions about equipment.
Thank you for your continued support.

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring together
and enhance Catholic education through our schools, Our Lady of the
Magnificat launched on the 1st September 2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs and
their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC serves local
communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise throughout
Our Lady of the Magnificat.

Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Mr Payton

sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Mr Eyre

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Eyre

Head of Year 10
Head of Year 11

Miss Marston dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
Miss Lloyd

Head of Year 12/13 Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Miss Gibbons

absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

