The Year of Community

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you all had a fantastic half term break and managed to spend some quality time with your
families. It has been fantastic to welcome students and staff back into school and to see them
looking refreshed.
As I’m sure you’re aware, we have made some amendments to the school day and now have a
formal line up at the end of the day. This is to ensure that we have a calm and orderly exit to the
end of the school day and to reduce the number of students that are leaving school site and then
returning for buses. We will review this at the end of this half term to see whether it is something
that we will continue with during the Spring Term.
We have hit the ground running this week with lots of events and opportunities to enrich
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students.
Tuesday, we celebrated All Saints Day mass and it was lovely to welcome KS2 students from Our
Lady’s, Alcester, to celebrate mass with us. We celebrated as a whole school using two different
venues so it was no mean logistical feat! Thanks to Mr Pettle and all the staff for their support in
making it a spiritual and enriching experience for all.
Wednesday, we had our Sixth Form Open Evening and it was fantastic to see so many Y11
students and external students are considering our Sixth Form for September 2023. Applications
are now open and you will be able to find the link on our school website under “Sixth Form –
Admissions and Prospectus”.
Thursday, Year 7 visited Alton Castle for a day retreat. All of the students had a rewarding day and
it helped to build stronger relationships with their peers and other staff.

Christmas will soon be upon us and I look forward to sharing more information about our plans in
the forthcoming weeks.
Have a restful and peaceful weekend.

Take care and God bless,
Luke

All Saints Day
November is the month of Remembrance, a time that we reflect on the lives of those that have gone
before us. Tuesday and Wednesday are the Feast Days of All Saints and All Souls. As a whole school
community, alongside Key Stage 2 students from Our Lady's, we celebrated an All Saint's Mass on
Tuesday. As part of Monday's Mission, students had all written down the names of people that had
formed a significant part of their lives, and who had since passed; these names were displayed on the
altar throughout the Mass and will remain on the altar in the school's Chapel throughout the month of
November. If you have any particular intentions that you would like to add to this, please feel free to
email me and I will add them for you: mpettle@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
Alton Castle
Yesterday, 90 of our Year 7 attended a spiritual retreat at Alton Castle. The theme of the day was team
building and was an opportunity for our young people to build upon the strong friendships that they have
already forged since joining us in September. Operated by the Kenelm Youth Trust, Alton Castle provides a
wonderful, Catholic environment in which our young people can explore and express themselves as
individuals, who each have a significant part to play within our own Catholic learning community. It was
lovely to see all students, those of faith and those of no faith, participate and engage so respectfully
throughout the day.
Through a range of activities – from low ropes and crate sacking, to land-raft building and archery - our
students had an opportunity to try their hand at a range of new experiences; it was so heartening to see
the students work so well and support one another in these new endeavors. As the Bible teaches us: "Do
not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased." God would
certainly have been pleased with the sense of community that was cultivated yesterday, as were we as a
staff team on the trip; the students were fantastic ambassadors of our school community, and a credit to
you!
Alongside their physical activities, We learned about different ways of engaging with prayer –
individually, as a group, through praise and through song – and how we can find time for this within our
otherwise hectic lives. I must say, as lovely as it was, by the 3476th rendition of our worship song on the
coach trip home, I was suggesting some more silent prayer instead!

WOW, what a fabulous day we had at our Alton
Castle retreat. The rain held off, the journey was
long but uneventful and the children had an
amazing experience. The day was all about team
building, forming new bonds (with peers and
staff), undertaking challenging new activities
and modelled our school mission of 'have life
and have it to the full'. Students were
enthusiastic, supportive, encouraging, critical
thinkers and very very happy. They were a real
credit to both school and you as parents. As this
retreat draws to a close, thoughts extend to
another exciting new opportunity. In February
2023, we will be visiting the Pioneer Centre in
Cleobury Mortimer for a 2 night, 3 day
residential retreat. Further information will be
sent out shortly but so that you can financially
budget the cost of the trip will be approximately
£150.

Assembly - Our assembly theme this week was Anti-Bullying Week. Not only did we consider the different
types of bullying, the consequences and emotions felt but we also discussed how we can come together
and reach out to stop bullying. Let's make St Benedict's a bully free zone!
Attendance – Congratulations to 10EB for having the highest attendance this week. Gabriele was our lucky
'Wheel of Chocolate' winner – well done.
Tutor group of the week – It was a clean sweep for 10EB this week as they also won the tutor group of the
week award. Their hard work has been recognised with a lovely shiny trophy that is now proudly displayed
in their tutor room. Who will be next week's winner?
Pioneer Residential Trip – With only 19 days until our residential trip to the Pioneer Centre, preparations
are well underway! Please ensure all your payments are up to data and that the consent form has been
returned. I have a very tight timescale to get this information back to the centre so I appreciate your
support and prompt responses. Don't forget that on Wednesday 9th November at 5pm there will be an online TEAMS meeting, for parents, to discuss the finer details of the trip. If you are unable to attend, please
rest assured that I will be speaking to all students about the trip at length and they should be able to
answer any questions. However, if there is anything you need to discuss please do let me know.
Have a wonderful weekend!

With the half term holiday firmly in the rear-view mirror, we end the
week with 51 days until Christmas day. Next week sees the start of a
standards drive. This will look at behaviour and attitude to learning as
well as uniform. Please ensure that uniform is correct including shoes, tie
and blazer.

Big shout out to Lucas Herbert (yr8) and Danielle Joyce (yr9) on being
inaugural winners of the 2-week 100% attendance £10 amazon voucher.
The next draw will be next Friday 11 th November.
Congratulations to this week’s class pizza party winners who are 9KTJ
(95.4%) and 8FR (96.7%).
Well done to this week’s Wheel of chocolate attendance prize winners
Alex Golder Year 8 and Aiden Kumar Year 9. Keep up the good work.

Well done to year 8 and 9 girls on coming 3rd in Kineton school football
tournament. A great result in torrential rain.

Thank you yr 11 for all of your hard work this week. It has been a very
settled and productive start to the half term.
The next 2 weeks will be a standards focus fortnight, so please ensure you
have correct uniform, equipment and planners signed. Well done to 11KM
for winning the Standards award again this week !
Well done to Dan Clarke for winning the attendance raffle prize, who will
win the next £10 amazon voucher ? 100% attendance needed.
Thank you to all who attended the sixth form open evening, if you did not
attend and would like some more information, please email me directly.
Leaver Hoodies, Prom and Yearbook
Parents will now have received a letter to order leavers hoodies online.
More information regarding a prom deposit will be sent out shortly .
Have a wonderful weekend.
Open Evening went really well on Wednesday night and I'd like to thank all
students who stayed behind to help. Their support is invaluable and always
appreciated.
We welcomed Elevate this morning who spoke to Year 13 about revision
techniques to help them with their upcoming mocks and ultimately their
final exams next summer. I hope this will motivate all students to think
about their revision, if they're not already doing so, and to get their action
plan in place.
Dates for diary:
Thursday 10 November – trip to London – leave St Augustine's at 6:30am.
Packed lunch needed, comfortable clothes to be worn.
Friday 18th November – our annual fancy dress day for Children in Need.

Well done to the Y9 Netball Team
who secured a win 25-4 against
Shipston on Tuesday.
The girls performed like real sports
women. They were really supportive
of each other, motivated and
determined to perform their best.
Grace Backhurst was nominated
player of the match. Well done!

The Y8 and Y9 Girls played in a football tournament on
Wednesday. The girls showed great resilience and positivity
despite the weather. They were not prepared to the let the
weather get the better of them securing 3rd place. A special well
done to Chloe Dyer who was Captain of the team throughout
the tournament. Well done girls!

REMINDER:
Y7 and Y9 Netball Fixture on Tuesday 8th at Studley – Pick up
5:20pm at St Benedict's
Netball Training Wednesday after-school 3:35-4:45pm.

Greetings from the RE Department!
Mrs Fisher and I were in our element this week as we welcomed Year 11 students from St Benedict’s and other
local schools to the RE department for 6th Form Open Evening. We are promoting PRE (Philosophy, Religion
and Ethics) A level. It is a subject we are passionate about and we are immensely proud of our Team PRE
students who work so hard and so well together. One of the questions we are asked frequently is ‘ Where will
an A level in PRE get me? Will it help me at university? ’
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics at A level provides the opportunity to develop key skills that are absolutely
essential for success on most degree courses. For example…
•

Good interpersonal skills: These include empathy and compassion, intrigue and questioning skills as
well as a critical and philosophical approach to key ideas and opinions.

•

Team working: In PRE you will work collaboratively with groups of students. #TeamPRE

•

Problem solving: PRE focuses upon discovering, analyzing and solving problems especially dealing with
current ethical issues or finding solutions to philosophical questions.

•

Time management and ability to work to deadlines: The course can be very demanding so you must
organise your time sufficiently in order to cope with the requirements.

•

Good verbal and written communication skills

•

Analytical skills: Philosophy develops the ability to gather information (often through research),
articulate, analyse, solve complex problems and make decisions based on the research.

•

Independent learning: A key skill in PRE is developing students’ ability to think, act and pursue their own
studies autonomously, often through independent work and research.

PRE can support applications and careers in subjects such as Medicine, Law , Criminology, Psychology,
Teaching, Nursing. Journalism, Politics and so many more! We recommend that students have studied RE to
GCSE and achieved a grade 6 or above.
Finally PRE is the most interesting, challenging and fascinating subject and we would love to talk even more
about it –Year 11 please come and have a chat!

Ask us about the ‘God helmet’
modelled by a Yr 9 volunteer

The class were extremely excited to make their 'egg babies', however, the
excitement started to dissipate when they were told they had to look after
them all the way through the holidays and bring them back to school
unscathed!
Some students looked after their 'babies' others-not so much. This simple yet
effective task has been most beneficial for students to understand how
difficult it is to be a parent.
Well done!

Year 13 students have started their studies on Forensic Psychology, we are
looking at Criminal Profiling. Netflix will provide plenty of informative
documentaries and films for you to 'study’.
Remember to revise for your mock examinations!

Follow us on Instagram - @musicatsbe

What’s New

If you haven't yet signed up for Studybugs please download the app
and sign up as soon as possible. This is the most efficient way to
record your Child's Absence. If you have any problems with the signup process, please feel free to email me on
tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk - Moving forward this will be the
main way of absence reporting.
Have a brilliant weekend and let's make the most of the Beautiful
weather we have been blessed with. Miss Gibbons
Please look for this
logo when searching
for Studybugs on
your Appstore.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please be advised that the school office can no longer accept
cash payments. If this presents you with any difficulties, please
contact the office who will be happy to assist.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH OPPORTUNITIES
We have some opportunities for young people to complete their
volunteering section of their Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Award. We would welcome any girls over 13 years old to any of our units
meeting in Alcester, Bidford on Avon, Salford Priors or Welford on Avon.
We have opportunities with all of our age groups (from 4yrs-18yrs) on
every weekday and can work with most schedules to find a time that fits!

Girls (or their parents) can register directly
here: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-avolunteer/register-your-interest/
or if they'd like further information they can email us and we can help
them find a group to help with.
(We would also welcome any girl who is not doing the Duke of Edinburgh
Award but would still like to be involved!)
Best wishes,
Jude Mayall & Sian Davis
Joint District Commissioners
Alcester & Avon Villages District Girlguiding
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NAME

YEAR

Dan Clarke

11

Joseph Hyde

9

REASON

Mr Payton

Ms Caherty
Ms Paddock
Mr Pettle

Louis Simmonds
Philip O’Rourke
Elodie O’Gara

9
7

Without prompting helped a member of staff litter
picking.
Excellent standard of work in all English Lessons.
Detailed character analysis in English assessment.
For high levels of effort and engagement with reading in
English.

HOY
Miss Marston

NAME
Jorge Dunning

YEAR
7

Mr Eyre

Sofia Zalievska

8

Mr Eyre

Saskia Simmonds

9

Miss Marston

Andriana Palacios

10

Miss Lloyd

Elle-Mai Burton

11

REASON
For his fabulous attitude to learning and
wonderful behaviour.
For achieving the highest amount of positive
behaviour points in year 8.
For achieving the highest amount of positive
behaviour points in year 9.
For achieving the highest number of positive
behaviour points in Year 10 so far.
Fo an outstanding start to the year all round!

Mrs Munford

Molly Andrews, Leila GibbonsBennett, Holly Taplin, Olivia
Ebanks, Skye Dewhurst

12

For their work with Year 6 pupils at Our Lady’s.

HOD

NAME

Mr
CampbellKelly

Emily Ravenhill

TUTOR

REASON
Excellent achievement in Maths assessment.

Chiara Chambers

Ciara Hart
Lauren Harris
Matthew Clarie

Daisy Thompson-Taylor
Emily Mathews
Gabriella Winwood

Mr Gee

Saskia Simmonds

9SSA

Fantastic achievement in our recent assessment,
and really insightful musical analysis. Well done!

Mr Payton

Adam Halidan

8

Evelyn Harkin

7

For excellent effort in Russian when decoding the
Cyrillic alphabet!

Alistair Thornton

9

Gaetano Cimilluca

10

Grace Backhurst

9

Really well thought out and executed leaflet
designed in Publisher and on the topic of laws in
computers

11

For helping his friend get around the school

Mrs Hyde

Hazel Worrall
Miss Hart

Joe Badger

St Benedict’s Attendance week ending 04.11.22
Whole
School 92.1%
Year 7 taken the
crown once again
this week. Will they
keep their winning
streak up or will they
be knocked off the
winners podium next
week??

Welcome back after half
term! I hope you all had a
lovely break with your Family
and friends. Please ensure
you have downloaded and
signed up to the Free
Studybugs App to report
absences for your children.

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

96.8%
92.2%
90.5%

Year 10
Year 11

91.3%
89.5%

Year 12

90.2%

Year 13

87.8%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
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Standards Focus
Please help to continue to improve overall standards within the school
•
•
•
•

Punctuality to school
Punctuality to lessons
Wearing correct uniform
Preparing for learning- having the correct equipment for lessons

Please see below the list of equipment students should have in school with them each day.
Being organised for learning will help students achieve higher standards in their lessons!
A letter has been sent with more details about the standards focus. Tutors will be doing
equipment checks the week beginning 7th November.
Please see your Tutor or Head of Year if you have any questions about equipment.
Thank you for your continued support.

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring together
and enhance Catholic education through our schools, Our Lady of the
Magnificat launched on the 1st September 2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs and
their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC serves local
communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise throughout
Our Lady of the Magnificat.

Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Mr Payton

sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Mr Eyre

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Eyre

Head of Year 10

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Miss Marston dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 11
Miss Lloyd
Head of Year 12/13 Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact Miss Gibbons

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

