The Year of Community

Dear Parents and Carers,
We made it! A long and busy half term but one that has been fruitful.
This week we held our first Compass day and welcomed many guest speakers
into school to talk about a range of topics including mental health, university
ideas and our communities. Feedback from students has been
overwhelmingly positive and we look forward to our next day next
half term.
P AGE 0 1
We were so happy to receive our validated Progress 8 scores from the GCSE
exams from the summer. The school’s results were above the national
average at +0.44 and put us in the top 5 schools across the Archdiocese of
Birmingham. This is a testament to the hard work of our students and staff.
However, ever the competitive person, I have told both staff and students
that we need to raise the bar even higher this year!

We hope you have some lovely restful plans for the half term.
Take care and God Bless

Luke Payton
Headteacher

Tomorrow, the Catholic Church celebrates the Feast Day of a saint beloved by many around the
world: Saint John Paul II. When we think of Saints, we reflect on followers of Christ, from a bygone
era, and often struggle to see their relevance in our lives today. St John Paul II is not only a figure
of recent, living history, he was also instrumental in creating a more outward thinking, open
Catholic Church.
John Paul II was elected in 1978, known as the “Year of Three Popes” (following the deaths of
Popes Paul VI and John Paul I); the first non-Italian Pope in over 400 years, John Paul II went on to
lead the Church for the next 26 years.
John Paull II used his papacy to highlight the contrast between the pusilla anima and the magna
anima. Briefly, the pusilla anima is a smallness of soul that results from living within the confines of
our own needs and desires and that prevent us from seeing much beyond that. In contrast,
the magna anima is a soul that has been expanded and stretched by the love of God and the vision
of the Gospel to make space for everyone. This is the soul that surrenders itself to God’s will and
dares to dream bigger and higher about who God wants us to become. The one with a magna
anima is like Mary whose soul magnifies the Lord and whose heart has room for ‘the lowly’.
Pope John Paul II challenged all believers and all humanity to develop a magna anima instead of
a pusilla anima. He summoned whole nations to a magna anima that united all of her citizens in a
collective call to the care for the Common Good.
When he died in 2005, the crowds who had gathered in St Peter’s Square chanted “Sancto Subito”,
meaning Sainthood immediately!
The process of Sainthood was expedited to allow the Catholic Church to acknowledge one of it’s
most influential Pope’s, and cements John Paul II’s place in history as the Pope who placed realworld problems at the heart of his papacy.

Assembly: Well done to Mrs Hyde and 7SH for their first ever tutor assembly. The theme of their
assembly was 'All Saints Day'. Students stood in front of their peers and spoke loudly, clearly and
with enthusiasm. All students took part, this is quite daunting, but they did a fabulous job.
Attendance: Congratulations to 7PT who had the highest attendance this week. However,
the celebrations did not end there - AGAIN all tutor groups had attendance above the national
average and were all awarded with a pizza slice for their chart. Toby was our lucky 'Wheel of
Chocolate' winner this week – well done!
Tutor group of the week: Congratulations to 7SH , who is also our tutor group of the week. It is
fabulous to have a winning group but in honesty all tutor groups have been amazing this term!
What a fabulous Year 7 we have at St Benedict’s – we are very proud of them.
Boys Basketball Tournament: I had the pleasure of accompanying 11 year 7 boys to a basketball
tournament at Alcester Grammar School. The boys showed fabulous skill, determination and team
spirit. They won several matches and I look forward to watching them develop as a team as they
progress through the school.
Compass: Wednesday saw the first of our COMPASS days. Throughout the day, students enjoyed a
range of activities and speakers. Themes included mental health, the environment, consent and
our community. A great day was had by all.

Assembly: Well done to Mr Alford and 10KA for a great tutor assembly on Wednesday. The theme of
their assembly was 'All Saints Day'. Nearly all students spoke and took part in presenting to their
peers, this is quite daunting, but they did a great job. 10JWyou are up next!
Attendance: Congratulations to 10KA who had the highest attendance this week. However, the
celebrations did not end there – 10KA, 10EB and 10JW all had attendance above the national average
and were all awarded with a pizza slice for their chart.
Tutor group of the week: Congratulations to , who is also our tutor group of the week. We still have
some work to do, in Year 10, regarding planners being signed but we have made a positive start.
County Football: Congratulations to Lucy Pearl who has been chosen to represent the county and
played her first match on Monday – off to a great start with a 3-1 win! We are very proud.
Pastoral Parents Evening: It was fantastic to personally meet parents from 10SSi and to share their
child's achievements. I am always available to meet with parents if you have any worries or concerns.
Pioneer Parent Meeting: All students have now received their information pack for their residential
trip. Please ensure you complete the necessary paperwork and return to school asap. On Wednesday
9th November at 5pm there will be an online meeting; a link will be shared with you. This will be to
discuss the finer details of the trip and answer any questions you may have. Please ensure that your
next payment of £50 has been made by 31st October and be aware that the final payment of £25 is
due by 14th November. I hope that they (and you) are all looking forward to it as much as me!

We made it! No more get ups. You have all earned yourselves a week’s
holiday.
What a fantastic and productive first half term to the year. The first
assessment week of the year is out of the way and the students have
settled back into school life well. I would like to say a massive thank
you for the continued support from children and parents to making this
year a successful one.
Congratulations to 8MM and 9CL for winning this week’s attendance
pizza slice. A very dominant display from 9CL this half term has left
them only a couple of wins away from the first pizza party of the year.
A big well done to both Adam Halidan and Oliver Fahey for winning this
week’s wheel of chocolate 100% attendance draw.
For working hard and achieving the greatest number of positive points
over the week, this week’s basket of joy was won by Aaron Binu,
Izabella Hajduk, Adam Halidan, Christiane Helliwell, Lucas Herbert, and
Nikola Tyczka in year 8 and Saskia Simmonds and Jack Cross in year 9.
Have a wonderful break and as always if you need me, please feel free
to get in touch.
aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
Mr A Eyre
www.youngminds.org.uk
www.childline.org.uk

Well done on a fantastic first half term!
Well done to all forms for the food bank drive and a special mention to 11WG for donating the most
items. A bit of healthy competition is definitely developing between forms.
11KM won the standards award for the week and it was a clean
sweep for uniform, equipment and signed planners. Well Done!
11DCK had the best attendance for the week. Year to date
attendance is 92%. A reminder this is a key focus and will
have direct links to outcomes.
Please Enjoy a well-earned rest but please be mindful mock exams
will start 2 weeks after our return. Exam timetables will follow
shortly. Have a wonderful half term.

Wednesday was a busy day for the Sixth Form Students as they took part in workshops about mental
health, knife crime, relationships and university life. At the same time, a small group of Year 12
students, along with some students from Trinity Catholic School, undertook training in mental health
awareness where they worked with Kathryn England from Youth Mental Health Aware to learn about
mental ill health and how to support others. They will now use this training to work with students
lower down the school who may be anxious or suffering with stress and need a friendly ear. The Year
12s found some time during the day to run a cake sale to raise money for furniture for their social
area and we thank everyone who supported them by buying a cake.
Today, we had an admissions tutor in from Bath to help Year 13 with their personal statements. This
followed on nicely from their session on Wednesday where representatives from Worcester
University spoke to them about university life, finance and course choices. I hope this will inspire
students to complete their UCAS applications over the half term so that we can send them off in the
next few weeks.
Half term is now here and I hope that all students have a restful and productive week. Year 13 have
their mocks next month (week commencing 21 Nov) so they should be preparing for these and I'm
sure Year 12 will have homework to do. Enjoy the week and I'll see the students back here on
Monday 31st October.

Music Department Update
It’s been another busy week in the Music Department! In lessons this week, Year 7 have been
working on their singing and rhythm dictation skills, Year 8 have been producing some group
performances of The Blues, Year 9 have been continuing with their practical assessments, Year 10
have been focusing on their new set work (Africa by Toto) and Year 11 have been working on
Bandlab to commence their composing coursework.
We had Mary Poppins rehearsals on Wednesday after school, and had great fun using physical
theatre to create a horse and cart for Mary, Bert, Jane and Michael – see picture below!
If your child is still interested in 1-1 music tuition, we still have some spaces available to
commence after half term. Please email wgee@sbe.magnificat.org.uk for more information.
God bless you and your families.
Mr Gee
Head of Music

Follow us on Instagram to see more!
@musicatsbe

Follow us on Instagram - @musicatsbe

What’s New

If you haven't yet signed up for Studybugs please download the app
and sign up as soon as possible. This is the most efficient way to
record your Child's Absence. If you have any problems with the signup process, please feel free to email me on
tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk - Moving forward this will be the
main way of absence reporting.
Have a brilliant weekend and let's make the most of the Beautiful
weather we have been blessed with. Miss Gibbons
Please look for this
logo when searching
for Studybugs on
your Appstore.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please be advised that the school office can no longer accept
cash payments. If this presents you with any difficulties, please
contact the office who will be happy to assist.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH OPPORTUNITIES
We have some opportunities for young people to complete their
volunteering section of their Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Award. We would welcome any girls over 13 years old to any of our units
meeting in Alcester, Bidford on Avon, Salford Priors or Welford on Avon.
We have opportunities with all of our age groups (from 4yrs-18yrs) on
every weekday and can work with most schedules to find a time that fits!
Girls (or their parents) can register directly
here: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-avolunteer/register-your-interest/
or if they'd like further information they can email us and we can help
them find a group to help with.
(We would also welcome any girl who is not doing the Duke of Edinburgh
Award but would still like to be involved!)

Best wishes,
Jude Mayall & Sian Davis
Joint District Commissioners
Alcester & Avon Villages District Girlguiding

SLT

NAME

YEAR

Dan Clarke

11

Joseph Hyde

9

REASON

Mr Payton

Ms Caherty
Ms Paddock
Mr Pettle

Louis Simmonds
Philip O’Rourke
Elodie O’Gara

9
7

Without prompting helped a member of staff litter
picking.
Excellent standard of work in all English Lessons.
Detailed character analysis in English assessment.
For high levels of effort and engagement with reading in
English.

HOY
Miss Marston

NAME
Jorge Dunning

YEAR
7

Mr Eyre

Sofia Zalievska

8

Mr Eyre

Saskia Simmonds

9

Miss Marston

Andriana Palacios

10

Miss Lloyd

Elle-Mai Burton

11

REASON
For his fabulous attitude to learning and
wonderful behaviour.
For achieving the highest amount of positive
behaviour points in year 8.
For achieving the highest amount of positive
behaviour points in year 9.
For achieving the highest number of positive
behaviour points in Year 10 so far.
Fo an outstanding start to the year all round!

Mrs Munford

Molly Andrews, Leila GibbonsBennett, Holly Taplin, Olivia
Ebanks, Skye Dewhurst

12

For their work with Year 6 pupils at Our Lady’s.

HOD

NAME

Mr
CampbellKelly

Emily Ravenhill

TUTOR

REASON
Excellent achievement in Maths assessment.

Chiara Chambers
Ciara Hart
Lauren Harris
Matthew Clarie
Daisy Thompson-Taylor
Emily Mathews
Gabriella Winwood

Mr Gee

Saskia Simmonds

9SSA

Fantastic achievement in our recent assessment,
and really insightful musical analysis. Well done!

Mr Payton

Adam Halidan

8

Evelyn Harkin

7

For excellent effort in Russian when decoding the
Cyrillic alphabet!

Alistair Thornton

9

Gaetano Cimilluca

10

Grace Backhurst

9

Really well thought out and executed leaflet
designed in Publisher and on the topic of laws in
computers

11

For helping his friend get around the school

Mrs Hyde

Hazel Worrall
Miss Hart

Joe Badger

St Benedict’s Attendance week ending 21.10.22
Whole
School 92.3%
Year 7 have
consistently been
leading from the
front with their
Overall attendance
each week. Well
done Year 7 Keep it
going!
Well done to all students for their efforts so far this term. It
has been a brilliant start to the year. Keep up the hard work
and have a lovely break this half term. See you on Monday
31st October!

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

96.2%
93.8%
93.8%

Year 10
Year 11

89.4%
89.43

Year 12

91.5%

Year 13

86.9%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

MATTHEW 1 8:20

MATTHEW 1 8:20

MATTHEW 1 8:20

MATTHEW 1 8:20

Standards Focus
Please help to continue to improve overall standards within the school
•
•
•
•

Punctuality to school
Punctuality to lessons
Wearing correct uniform
Preparing for learning- having the correct equipment for lessons

Please see below the list of equipment students should have in school with them each day.
Being organised for learning will help students achieve higher standards in their lessons!
A letter has been sent with more details about the standards focus. Tutors will be doing
equipment checks the week beginning 8th March.
Please see your Tutor or Head of Year if you have any questions about equipment.
Thank you for your continued support.

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring together
and enhance Catholic education through our schools, Our Lady of the
Magnificat launched on the 1st September 2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs and
their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC serves local
communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise throughout
Our Lady of the Magnificat.

Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Mr Payton

sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Mr Eyre

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Eyre

Head of Year 10
Head of Year 11

Miss Marston dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
Miss Lloyd

Head of Year 12/13 Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Miss Gibbons

absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

