The Year of Community

Dear Parents and Carers,
Only five more get ups for this half term! The students are all starting to seem very tired
but we are so impressed with all their hardwork and tenacity, especially as the darker
mornings and nights start to draw in.
Thank-you to all parents that managed to attend the Pastoral Parents’ Evening last
night. It was great to see the school so busy and with such a positive energy. I am
currently going through parent feedback and will share the findings with you ASAP.
A date for your diary is Wednesday 2nd November when we open our doors for our 6th
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Form Information Evening. It’s a great opportunity to start to consider
for
your child after Y11 so please feel free to come along and have a chat and find out more.
Closing date for Y7 September 2023 applications is 31st October so if you have children
in Y6, or you know people that do, please encourage them to ensure that they have their
applications in.
We seem to be having a few issues with students missing buses at the end of the day. A
reminder that students must remain on the playground and listen carefully for when
their bus is called. Students are missing them as they are sometimes not where they
need to be and this is putting unnecessary workload on staff in ensuring that we can get
students home safely. If a student misses a bus, we will contact home and ask you to
arrange another method for students to get home.
Have a fantastic weekend and take care.
God Bless,
Luke Payton
Headteacher

Tuesday saw the Feast Day of Pope John XXIII, a 20 th century Pope whose pontificate had such
wide-reaching effects on the Catholic Church that they are still felt today. Then Cardinal Angelo
Roncalli arrived in Rome for the Conclave, the meeting to elect a new Pope, in October 1958; the
76-year-old Patriarch of Venice was such an unexpected choice as Pope that he entered the
Conclave with his return train ticket in his pocket.
Pope John XXIII inherited the leadership of the Church from Pope Pius XII, the wartime Pope, who
had guided the world’s Catholic’s through some of the darkest periods in world history. Following
the sudden death of Pius XII, and unable to identify a clear successor, the conclave elected John
XXIII after eleven ballots; at his great age, it was felt that a short papacy would allow time to
identify a successor without having any great impact upon the Catholic Church.
However, Pope John XXIII went on to instigate one of the largest changes to the Catholic Church
in millennia. In 1962, the Second Vatican Council was convened which overhauled the Catholic
Church and made it a more open Church for all. This year, the Feast of St Pope John XXIII falls of
the 60th anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council and seems a perfect moment to
reflect on an extraordinary life, ministry and legacy. Saint Pope John XXIII’s ministry is quite
extraordinary in the fact that he was so ordinary. Unassuming, deeply faith-filled, and striving to
create a Church for all, he exemplified the teaching of doing “little things with great love”. We
never know what our impact upon the world or wider community will be, but in channeling the
example of John XXIII, we can all bring a little bit of positivity to our community.

Attendance: I was extremely proud to learn that our students have the highest Year 7
attendance across the whole MAC – this is an amazing achievement and is testament to
both the students and parent's dedication to our attendance drive . Thank you.
Well Done to 7CM who had the highest attendance this week with an amazing 99.0%,
however, ALL tutor groups were above the national average, so everyone was awarded
with a pizza slice for their attendance chart. Sophie was our lucky 'Wheel of
Chocolate' winner this week.
Tutor group of the week: Congratulations to 7CM, who is also our tutor group of the
week. Your uniform is smart, you are fully equipped and nearly all but one of you had
your planner signed ready for the Monday morning standards check.
Pastoral Parents Evening
It was fantastic to see so many parents visiting school for our Pastoral Parents Evening.
The feedback was wonderful and there was a real buzz around school as staff shared
how well your children have settled into the St Benedict's family. Parent's evenings are
just one opportunity when you can speak with staff, plus we are always available by
email or phone if you have a concern that needs addressing.
Non-Uniform Day - Wear Yellow for Mental Health Awareness Day was a great
success. The students showed their support by wearing some very imaginative
'yellow'. A special mention must go to Levi who came to school dressed as a banana
(you definitely put a smile on peoples faces, Levi – thank you).
Pastoral Parents Evening Apologises to 10SSi parents who were unable to see a
member of staff for their child's parents evening. I am pleased to be able to offer you
an opportunity to meet with myself to discuss your child's pastoral achievements.
This will take place on Thursday 20th October 3pm to 5pm. This meeting will be faceto-face in school and can be booked on School Cloud.
It was lovely to see so many of you and hope you found the evening useful.
Remember, we are always available via email and phone if you need to speak with us.
Pioneer Residential Trip – There are now over 80 students who will be attending the
Pioneer residential trip, in November. Please ensure that you have taken note of the
remaining payment deadlines: £50 by 31st October and the remaining £25 by 14th
November. After half term, there will be an online parents meeting to provide both
students and parents all the finer details regarding the trip. It's going to be great!

Following on from this week’s assembly about hello yellow and mental
health week, I would like to draw your attention to the Young Minds
website. This is a fantastic resource for both children and parents to help,
support and advise with anything mental health related.
www.youngminds.org.uk
Thank you for everyone that attended this week’s pastoral parents
evening. It was great to meet so many of you. If you came along but were
unable to see me, please feel free to contact me –
aeyre@magnificat.org.uk
Attendance
Congratulations to 8FF on winning another pizza slice for a class
attendance of 97.6% for the week. Come on 8FR and 8MM! Also, a
fantastic effort from 9KTJ for winning their first slice of pizza with an
attendance of 98.8%
Wheel of chocolate winner this week were Ethan Marshall 9SSa and Cleo
Hodgetts 8FF well done on your 100% attendance.

Another busy and brilliant week from yr 11.
There has been lots to celebrate with 11GOG winning the standards award this week. 11 BA had
the best attendance and we have seen lots of donations for the food bank drive. If you are yet to
bring in a donation, please do so by Monday 17th.
This week also highlighted world mental health day. At such a pivotal point in their education,
along with added pressures of day-to-day life, students may be struggling with their mental health
at the moment. Below are some useful websites with mental health support and advice;
• www.mind.org.uk
• www.youngminds.org.uk
• https://papyrus-uk.org/
We are here to support all students should they need it.

Have a lovely weekend
DATES FOR DIARY:
Wednesday 19 October – all Year 12 and 13 students to be in school as we have speakers in to talk
about mental health, knife crime, university and sexual relationships. It is important that all students
attend as part of their personal development.
Opportunities - Mr Payton spoke to all sixth formers on Monday about opportunities open to them in
coming months. This includes a trip to Parliament, the Big Sleepout, Shrewsbury Prison and we are
also asking students to register their interest in a trip to Rome. Please look out for letters via MCAS
and social media which gives further details of these events.
Attendance – the expectation is that all Year 12 students are in school from 8:55am – 3:35pm every
day. They are allowed out at lunch time only. I have spoken to Year 13 this week about remote
learning; our policy now states 'For Y13 students that have extended incidences of non-face to face
teaching due to timetabling, we operate a remote learning protocol. For students that are 96%
attendance and above and are working within target attainment, they are able work remotely for the
non-face to face sessions following a safeguarding and wellbeing check in on Teams with their tutor.
Students are encouraged to source appropriate and meaningful work experience and internship
placements to support their applications for employment, training or education after sixth form. This
agreement can be removed at the discretion of the Head of Sixth Form and Senior Assistant Principal.'

Rehearsals are well underway for our January production of Mary Poppins Jr – please
see photos below! We are also in rehearsals for our Concert & Carols by Candlelight on
14th December – more info on the next page.
In Music this week, Year 7 have been learning more about notation and preparing for
their concert after half term, Year 8 and 9 have been completing their listening and
practical assessments in Blues and Music for Theatre, Year 10 have been brushing up
on their music theory and Year 11 reviewing and revising knowledge of their set work
– a busy but productive week!
If there is anything I can do to support your child’s musical development more
effectively, please do not hesitate to get in touch – wgee@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Follow us on Instagram to see more!
@musicatsbe

Follow us on Instagram - @musicatsbe

What’s New

If you haven't yet signed up for Studybugs please download the app
and sign up as soon as possible. This is the most efficient way to
record your Child's Absence. If you have any problems with the signup process, please feel free to email me on
tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk - Moving forward this will be the
main way of absence reporting.
Have a brilliant weekend and let's make the most of the Beautiful
weather we have been blessed with. Miss Gibbons
Please look for this
logo when searching
for Studybugs on
your Appstore.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please be advised that the school office can no longer accept
cash payments. If this presents you with any difficulties, please
contact the office who will be happy to assist.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH OPPORTUNITIES
We have some opportunities for young people to complete their
volunteering section of their Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Award. We would welcome any girls over 13 years old to any of our units
meeting in Alcester, Bidford on Avon, Salford Priors or Welford on Avon.
We have opportunities with all of our age groups (from 4yrs-18yrs) on
every weekday and can work with most schedules to find a time that fits!

Girls (or their parents) can register directly
here: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-avolunteer/register-your-interest/
or if they'd like further information they can email us and we can help
them find a group to help with.
(We would also welcome any girl who is not doing the Duke of Edinburgh
Award but would still like to be involved!)
Best wishes,
Jude Mayall & Sian Davis
Joint District Commissioners
Alcester & Avon Villages District Girlguiding

SLT

NAME

YEAR

Mr Payton

Theo Ratcliffe

10

REASON

Fantastic effort when studying London by William Blake.

Ms Paddock

Jack Savill

11

Outstanding effort in study of Shakespeare.

Miss Cosnett

Kayleigh Sollis and
Harry Baker

12

For their help, commitment and enthusiasm at Open
Evening

Mr Pettle

Charlie Fryer

11

For being a fantastic ambassador and wonderful role
model during Open Evening.

HOY
Miss Marston

NAME
Alistair Hands

YEAR
7

Mr Eyre

Jude Ballard

9

Mr Eyre

Elisha Parrott

9

Miss Marston

Tom Fowler

10

Miss Lloyd

Charlie Thornton

11

Mrs Munford

Maddy Noctor

12

REASON
Wow, what a start to your journey at St
Benedict’s. You have excellent behaviour, a
fabulous attitude to learning and are a kind and
caring friend. Keep up the great work, Alistair.
You are a credit to Year 7.
Going above and beyond to help his peer during
science.
Going above and beyond to help her peer during
science.
For having a fabulous attitude to learning and
being our highest positive achiever so far this
year! Well Done, Tom.
For consistent hard work and focus since the
start of Year 11 – meeting the #11WGstandard!
For her help at Open Evening in the Criminology
Department.

HOD
Miss Cosnett

Mr CampbellKelly

Mrs O’Gara

NAME
Caitlin Boyle

TUTOR
11

REASON
For an immensely positive start to Year 11 and her
strong engagement in class, including great reading
aloud of Shakespearean verse.

Lillie Dunn

11

Sofia Zalievaka, Aaron Binu

8

Lillie has had a very strong start to the year,
demonstrating excellent knowledge and
understanding of Macbeth in our class discussions.
Working really hard in Maths

Oliver Laming, Niamh Hart, Fleur
Simian, Banjamin Sparks, Hanna
Laskiewicz, Mia Thruston-Piecha
Levi Reid

10

Outstanding progress in Maths

10

Levi has really impressed me with his excellent
attitude to learning in RE

Jacob Williams

10

Oscar Adams

10

For always doing the right thing in lessons and
working hard!
Working really hard and completing all work set.

Team PRE – Year 12 &13

Mr Gee

Jacob Horsley

Mr Payton
Kayleigh Sollis
Mrs
Ben Bayliss, Cerys Mackie, Tilly Clarke,
Williamson
Bea Cooke, Jack Tabberer, Caitlin L,
Emma Fowler, Zoe Hawes, Ella-Mae

Rachel Parkes

Rosie Eldridge

12/13

For generally being amazing, enthusiastic humans
and helping each other through a very tricky
course!

12
13

For generally being amazing, enthusiastic humans
and helping each other through a very tricky
course!
A fantastic start to Music at St Benedict’s - Jacob’s
work ethic and enthusiasm for the subject is
brilliant to see. Keep it up, Jacob!
Fantastic commitment to her Law studies
Psychology – Excellent grasp of gender bias.

11

Excellent behaviour and maturity.

7PT

Mrs Hyde

Paulina Pawlowska

9

Olivia Drazkowska

9

Alex Golder

8FF

Sophie Cross

10

Mr
Sangombe

Emily Hennessy

11

Miss Hart
Miss Munro

Aaron Binu
Charlie Rose

8
11

Ms
Smallbone

Amazing ambassadors for the Computing
Department and the school. Answering
questions from parents and assisted
prospective pupils on the computers with
patience and skill.
Alex showed excellent discipline, concentration
and effort whilst completing the theory work
whilst a practical was going on. Alex got onto
the extension work and completed a good
poster. - well done
Showing leadership and mentoring skills during
lessons with patience and care for others in the
room. - thank you and well done
Emily is hard working and has shown excellent
and high-quality work in her Portfolio. She is
always putting extra work ahead of everyone in
the group.
Picking up “Bob” every day.
Incredible at open evening. Lots of parents
commented on how well he did talking to
parents and future pupils!

St Benedict’s Attendance week ending 14.10.22
Whole
School 92.3%
Well done Year 7 for
another brilliant
week attendance
wise. Keep it going!

This week was the start of our Attendance incentive. For any
students who attend school 100% of the time over the 2week period. Each student will be added into the raffle to
win a voucher for Amazon. There will be 1 Voucher for each
Year group.

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

96.6%
89.3%
92.6%

Year 10
Year 11

91.1%
90.3%

Year 12

91.4%

Year 13

89.4%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

CAREERS – Miss Klatt

CAREERS – Miss Klatt

M A TTHE W 1 8 : 2 0

M A TTHE W 1 8 : 2 0

M A TTHE W 1 8 : 2 0

M A TTHE W 1 8 : 2 0

Standards Focus
Please help to continue to improve overall standards within the school
•
•
•
•

Punctuality to school
Punctuality to lessons
Wearing correct uniform
Preparing for learning- having the correct equipment for lessons

Please see below the list of equipment students should have in school with them each day.
Being organised for learning will help students achieve higher standards in their lessons!
A letter has been sent with more details about the standards focus. Tutors will be doing
equipment checks the week beginning 8 th March.
Please see your Tutor or Head of Year if you have any questions about equipment.
Thank you for your continued support.

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring together
and enhance Catholic education through our schools, Our Lady of the
Magnificat launched on the 1st September 2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs and
their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC serves local
communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise throughout
Our Lady of the Magnificat.

Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Mr Payton

sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Mr Eyre

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Eyre

Head of Year 10

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Miss Marston dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 11
Miss Lloyd
Head of Year 12/13 Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact Miss Gibbons

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

