The Year of Community

Dear Parents and Carers,
Another busy week at St Benedict’s this week!
Lots of trips have been launched this week with the Y12 trip to Shrewsbury
Prison, Sixth Form Big Sleep Out, Year 9 Battlefields Trip and KS4 Spanish Trip.
Last night we had a successful trip to see Noughts and Crosses in Birmingham.
It’s great that we can do these events after so long of not having them during
COVID. We look forward to organising more trips and opportunities for our
students in the forthcoming months.
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Monday is World Mental Health Day and as a school we will be having a nonuniform day with a £1 donation available on ParentPay. All staff and students
are encouraged to wear yellow as the hashtag #HelloYellow will be used by
the Young Minds Charity to support the cause. I can’t wait to see a sea of
yellow during line up on Monday morning… I might have to pop to Primark on
the weekend as yellow isn’t really my colour!
As always, attendance is a massive focus for us as a school. Please ensure that
you have signed up for the free Studybugs app to alert us to any absences for
your child. It’s free and saves you time so you can report absence in just a few
clicks. Starting on Monday, we are having an attendance challenge for the
remainder of the half term. For the next two weeks, if your child has 100%
attendance, they will be entered into a draw on 21st October to win Amazon
gift vouchers. We have vouchers available for each year group and even if they
have had absence prior to Monday, they are still in with a chance to win!

We will also be soon launching our Prom incentive for Year 11. Miss Lloyd
has been very busy beavering away sorting a fantastic venue for Year 11 to
see the end of their compulsory schooling out with a bang! Miss Lloyd and
I can’t wait to launch it with the students. There will be free tickets
available and other vouchers towards Prom through our Passport to the
Prom challenge… more information to follow soon!
Have a great weekend.
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Take care and God bless,

Luke Payton
Headteacher

"Listen with the ear of your heart"
Saint Benedict

October is the Month of Mary and we reflect upon this by praying the Rosary. To many, the word
“Rosary” conjures up images of ornate beads, possibly gifts for a First Holy Communion, or
souvenirs from trips to other places. The Rosary is more than that, however, reflecting all aspects
of the extraordinary life of Christ, and the presence of his mother, Mary, by his side for every step
of the journey. Today the Chaplaincy gathered for the first time this academic year, and prayed
the Rosary to mark this special month. Thank you to Chloe (Yr 13) for leading us in this, and we
look forward to welcoming new members as the weeks progress.
The purpose of the rosary is to help us meditate on the great mysteries of our salvation. Pius XII
called it a compendium of the gospel. The main focus is on Jesus—his birth, life, death, and
resurrection. The Our Fathers remind us that Jesus’ Father is the initiator of salvation. The Hail
Marys remind us to join with Mary in contemplating these mysteries. They also make us aware
that Mary was and is intimately joined with her Son in all the mysteries of his earthly and
heavenly existence. The Glory Bes remind us that the purpose of all life is the glory of the Trinity.
The rosary appeals to many. It is simple. The constant repetition of words helps create an
atmosphere in which to contemplate the mysteries of God. We sense that Jesus and Mary are
with us in the joys and sorrows of life. We grow in hope that God will bring us to share in the glory
of Jesus and Mary forever.

Social Media: In a time when technology plays such an important part in all our lives, it is
understandable that our new cohort of Year 7 students are developing friendships and
communication by setting up a Year 7 WhatsApp group. However, it has come to my attention that
the content of this chat may need monitoring. Therefore, I am reaching out to you as parents/
carers to please speak with your child about appropriate content, themes and language. If you have
any specific concerns, please do contact school so that we can tailor our internet safety unit of work
to specific elements and ensure that all our students are safe online.
Attendance: Well Done to 7TS who had the highest attendance this week with a fabulous
98.1%, Lena was our lucky 'Wheel of Chocolate' winner this week – Well Done for simply being in
school every day for a week!
Tutor group of the week: Congratulations to 7SH. Your uniform is smart, you are fully equipped and
nearly all of you had your planner signed ready for the Monday morning standards check.
Non-Uniform Day (10-10-22) Wear Yellow for Mental Health Awareness Day - £1
Pastoral Parents Evening (13-10-22). Invites have been sent for this face-to-face event – please book
a convenient slot to meet with your child's form tutor. (To avoid any confusion – Mrs Sylvester is also
known as Mrs Richards.) Year 7 have started their journey at St Benedict's. brilliantly, so we are
really looking forward to welcoming you into school to discuss your child's pastoral achievements so
far this year – there are many to celebrate!

Assembly: This week, Head of Year assembly, was all about 'Integrity'. This is a key focus at
St Benedict’s and is part of our 'Compass for Life'. Students heard about St John Henry Newman and
how his honesty and truthfulness shaped his life and that of others. Integrity is a moral value I hope
all students demonstrate in their life and we support them to make good moral choices and be
honest with both themselves and others.
Attendance: Well Done to 10EB who had the highest attendance this week with a fabulous 94.9%.
Our target is for all tutor groups to be above the national average of 94.5%. Please support us in
ensuring your child is in school as much as possible – the only way for us to hit our attendance
targets is with the support of students and families – Thank you. Jarno was our lucky 'Wheel of
Chocolate' winner this week – Well Done for simply being in school every day for a week!
Tutor group of the week: Congratulations to 10KA. Your uniform is smart, you are fully equipped
and many of you had your planner signed ready for the Monday morning standards check – Keep up
the good work.
Non-Uniform Day (10-10-22) Wear Yellow for Mental Health Awareness Day - £1
Pastoral Parents Evening (13-10-22). Invites have been sent for this face-to-face event. We look
forward to welcoming you into school to discuss your child's pastoral achievements so far this year.
Pioneer Residential Trip – There is 1 space left. Please let me know if you would like to attend.

Year 8 and 9 have both had a busy week doing assessments. Not always
the easiest task however, they have conducted themselves well
throughout. I now look forward to hearing about all the fantastic results
that have been achieved in the coming weeks.
This week’s assembly looked at “as long as we have faith, anything is
possible”. I have challenged all students to set themselves a goal and
believe that they can achieve it.

Well-done to 8FF and 9CL on winning this week’s pizza party with a
fantastic class attendance of 99% a piece. Keep up the good work!
Congratulations to Olivia Drazkowsha (Year 8) and Mackenzie Huddleston
(Year 9) on winning this week’s basket of joy for achieving the most
amount of positive points in their year group this week.
Finally, congratulations to Nathan Goodyear (Year 9) and Rosalie WinterOlner (Year 8) on winning the wheel of chocolate 100% attendance prize.
10 more get ups until half term!

This week Year 11 focused on having faith and thinking about how to help our local
community, in these uncertain and turbulent times. With this in mind, over the next 2
weeks we will be taking part in a food bank drive across yr 11. We are asking each
student to bring in an item by 17.10.22. Representatives from the year will then deliver
this to the Alcester food bank. At the moment they are in need of biscuits, tinned
meat, cereals and custard. Thank you all for your support for this in advance.
Rewards
Well don’t to 11GOG this week for having the best standards across the year group, as
well as the best attendance.
Prom
I am happy to announce that the yr 11 prom will be held on the 29th June at the
Welcomb hotel in Stratford. More information and Prom incentives to follow!

UCAS – Year 13 students are busy writing personal statements
and completing their university application forms. I will be
explaining the next steps in coming months which will include
advice on offers, accommodation, finances, student life and the
Outreach Team from Warwick will be in next month to talk
university and money. Caitlin Libeaut is our first Year 13
student to send off her application this year. I'm looking forward
to sending off more in the next few weeks.
16-19 Bursary – The Government has set aside some money for schools to allocate to
young people who need financial support to stay on at sixth form. This is called the 16-19
Bursary Fund. It could help with any education-related costs that may arise during the
school year, including essentials like a meal during the day, transport to school or help to
buy books, clothing or equipment, or pay for educational visits. If you would like to
register interest for this bursary, please contact bursary@magnificat.org.uk who will be
able to give you more information and an application form.

Follow us on Instagram - @musicatsbe

The Year 9 Netball squad has had a busy week.
The girls played in their annual South Warwickshire
Tournament on Thursday securing 3rd place. The
girls showed real team spirit and support for one
throughout all their games. The girls are real
ambassadors of our School, and I am proud to be
leading such teams.

A special well done to Grace Backhurst who was
Captain of her team.
Well done to the Y9 Netball team who play against Henley
this week. The girls worked hard to maintain possession and
fought for the ball. The girls played like real sports women,
keeping their heads high and encouraging each other
throughout.
Well done to Mackenzie who was Captain of the team and
Oliwia Mucha for being awarded player of the match.
Well done to the Y11 Netball team who play against
Henley on Tuesday. They worked together as a team
communicating, passing and marking effectively
finishing with a win of 14-10.
Well done to Elle-Mai who was Captain of the team and
Niamh Hillard for being awarded player of the match.

REMINDERS:
Y10 Tournament at Stratford High School on Thursday 12th Oct
All YEARS Netball training Tuesday lunch-time and Wednesday after-School.

AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS
MONDAY – FOOTBALL Year 7-11 Boys and Girls
TUESDAY – NETBALL all year groups, unless it’s a fixture night
WEDNESDAY – NETBALL Years 7-11

THURSDAY – BASKETBALL all year groups Boys and Girls

All clubs finish at 4.45pm

CONGRATULATIONS
Several A Level Chemistry students have submitted projects to the CREST
scheme and have received Silver Awards. CREST is
the British Science Association's scheme for STEM project work
that inspires young people to think and behave like scientists and
engineers. The assessor was very impressed with the submissions.

Practical’s this Fortnight
Fajita Pizza Wrap
7CM Practical 1 Monday 10th October
7SH Practical 1 Wednesday 12th October
7PT Practical 1 Monday 17th October
7TS Practical 1 Monday 17th October
7CM Practical 2 Thursday 20th October

Steam Sponge Pudding
Students need to bring in a microwavable proof bowl that allows 500ml of
water with a gap between top of the water and the top of the bowl with
minimum of 2cm gap or more.
8FR Practical 1 Tuesday 11th October
8FF Practical 2 Thursday 13th October
8MM Practical 1 Monday 17th October
8FR Practical 2 Thursday 20th October
8MM Practical 2 Friday 21st October
Focaccia Art Work
9CL Practical 1 Friday 14th October
9SSA Practical 1 Friday 14th October
9CT Practical 1 Monday 17th October

What’s New

If you haven't yet signed up for Studybugs please download the app
and sign up as soon as possible. This is the most efficient way to
record your Child's Absence. If you have any problems with the signup process, please feel free to email me on
tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk - Moving forward this will be the
main way of absence reporting.
Have a brilliant weekend and let's make the most of the Beautiful
weather we have been blessed with. Miss Gibbons
Please look for this
logo when searching
for Studybugs on
your Appstore.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please be advised that the school office can no longer accept
cash payments. If this presents you with any difficulties, please
contact the office who will be happy to assist.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH OPPORTUNITIES
We have some opportunities for young people to complete their
volunteering section of their Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Award. We would welcome any girls over 13 years old to any of our units
meeting in Alcester, Bidford on Avon, Salford Priors or Welford on Avon.
We have opportunities with all of our age groups (from 4yrs-18yrs) on
every weekday and can work with most schedules to find a time that fits!
Girls (or their parents) can register directly
here: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-avolunteer/register-your-interest/
or if they'd like further information they can email us and we can help
them find a group to help with.
(We would also welcome any girl who is not doing the Duke of Edinburgh
Award but would still like to be involved!)

Best wishes,
Jude Mayall & Sian Davis
Joint District Commissioners
Alcester & Avon Villages District Girlguiding
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NAME

YEAR

Mr Payton

Theo Ratcliffe

10

REASON

Fantastic effort when studying London by William Blake.

Ms Paddock

Jack Savill

11

Outstanding effort in study of Shakespeare.

Miss Cosnett

Kayleigh Sollis and
Harry Baker

12

For their help, commitment and enthusiasm at Open
Evening

HOY
Miss Marston

NAME
Alistair Hands

YEAR
7

Mr Eyre

Jude Ballard

9

Mr Eyre

Elisha Parrott

9

Miss Marston

Tom Fowler

10

Miss Lloyd

Charlie Thornton

11

Mrs Munford

Maddy Noctor

12

REASON
Wow, what a start to your journey at St
Benedict’s. You have excellent behaviour, a
fabulous attitude to learning and are a kind and
caring friend. Keep up the great work, Alistair.
You are a credit to Year 7.
Going above and beyond to help his peer during
science.
Going above and beyond to help her peer during
science.
For having a fabulous attitude to learning and
being our highest positive achiever so far this
year! Well Done, Tom.
For consistent hard work and focus since the
start of Year 11 – meeting the #11WGstandard!
For her help at Open Evening in the Criminology
Department.

HOD
Miss Cosnett

Mr CampbellKelly

Mrs O’Gara

NAME
Caitlin Boyle

TUTOR
11

REASON
For an immensely positive start to Year 11 and her
strong engagement in class, including great reading
aloud of Shakespearean verse.

Lillie Dunn

11

Sofia Zalievaka, Aaron Binu

8

Lillie has had a very strong start to the year,
demonstrating excellent knowledge and
understanding of Macbeth in our class discussions.
Working really hard in Maths

Oliver Laming, Niamh Hart, Fleur
Simian, Banjamin Sparks, Hanna
Laskiewicz, Mia Thruston-Piecha
Levi Reid

10

Outstanding progress in Maths

10

Levi has really impressed me with his excellent
attitude to learning in RE

Jacob Williams

10

Oscar Adams

10

For always doing the right thing in lessons and
working hard!
Working really hard and completing all work set.

Team PRE – Year 12 &13

12/13

For generally being amazing, enthusiastic humans
and helping each other through a very tricky
course!

Mr Gee

Jacob Horsley

7PT

Mr Payton
Mrs
Williamson

Kayleigh Sollis
Ben Bayliss, Cerys Mackie, Tilly Clarke,
Bea Cooke, Jack Tabberer, Caitlin L,
Emma Fowler, Zoe Hawes, Ella-Mae

12
13

For generally being amazing, enthusiastic humans
and helping each other through a very tricky
course!
A fantastic start to Music at St Benedict’s - Jacob’s
work ethic and enthusiasm for the subject is
brilliant to see. Keep it up, Jacob!
Fantastic commitment to her Law studies
Psychology – Excellent grasp of gender bias.

11

Excellent behaviour and maturity.

Rachel Parkes
Rosie Eldridge

Mrs Hyde

Paulina Pawlowska

9

Olivia Drazkowska

9

Alex Golder

8FF

Sophie Cross

10

Mr
Sangombe

Emily Hennessy

11

Miss Hart
Miss Munro

Aaron Binu
Charlie Rose

8
11

Ms
Smallbone

Amazing ambassadors for the Computing
Department and the school. Answering
questions from parents and assisted
prospective pupils on the computers with
patience and skill.
Alex showed excellent discipline, concentration
and effort whilst completing the theory work
whilst a practical was going on. Alex got onto
the extension work and completed a good
poster. - well done
Showing leadership and mentoring skills during
lessons with patience and care for others in the
room. - thank you and well done
Emily is hard working and has shown excellent
and high-quality work in her Portfolio. She is
always putting extra work ahead of everyone in
the group.
Picking up “Bob” every day.
Incredible at open evening. Lots of parents
commented on how well he did talking to
parents and future pupils!
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Standards Focus
Please help to continue to improve overall standards within the school
•
•
•
•

Punctuality to school
Punctuality to lessons
Wearing correct uniform
Preparing for learning- having the correct equipment for lessons

Please see below the list of equipment students should have in school with them each day.
Being organised for learning will help students achieve higher standards in their lessons!
A letter has been sent with more details about the standards focus. Tutors will be doing
equipment checks the week beginning 8th March.
Please see your Tutor or Head of Year if you have any questions about equipment.
Thank you for your continued support.

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring together
and enhance Catholic education through our schools, Our Lady of the
Magnificat launched on the 1st September 2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs and
their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC serves local
communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise throughout
Our Lady of the Magnificat.

Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Mr Payton

sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Mr Eyre

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Eyre

Head of Year 10
Head of Year 11

Miss Marston dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
Miss Lloyd

Head of Year 12/13 Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Miss Gibbons

absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

