The Year of Environment and Stewardship

Dear Parents/Carers,
Another week has flown by at SBE and it’s been as busy as ever!

Wednesday, our Y12 students visited St Augustine’s for Team Building activities as part of the first
consortium event with our Magnificat group of 6th Forms from St Benedict’s, St Augustine’s and
Trinity. Students reported that they had a fantastic day and we look forward to more collaborative
events as we move through the academic year.
Now we have had the first run through of the full timetable and ironed out any tweaks, we will be
creating our homework timetable over the course of the next week. We hope to be able to add this
to next week’s newsletter.
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Next Thursday is our Open Evening – please encourage anyone you know who have children that will
be making the transition to high school next September to come and see us and see the changes
that we have made in school. We also have pre-bookable tours on Friday morning next week – all
details are available on our social media channels of how to book.
On Wednesday, we were visited by our external school improvement partners for a standards
review. They were very complementary as to how they can see that standards have been raised
across the school and also commented that in all lessons they visited, the behaviour was impeccable
and in unstructured times, students were friendly, polite and well behaved. We continue along our
school improvement journey.
I’ve also had the pleasure of visiting Henley in Arden School and Studley High School this week to
discuss our Sixth Form and Open Evening. We look forward to welcoming students to see our sixth
form facilities!
Have a great weekend!

Luke Payton
Headteacher

"Listen with the ear of your heart"
Saint Benedict

The 23rd September marks the feast day of Saint Padre Pio, an Italian friar
and priest, and someone who’s story has captivated the Catholic
community for a great many years. Padre Pio’s life of faith and service was
magnified by the suffering that he experienced alongside his mission of
faith. Afflicted by stigmata - the holes in hands and feet, representative of
Christ’s suffering – Padre Pio had to overcome great difficulties in order to
spread Christ’s message. An incorruptible saint, his body remains intact and
continues to be a site of pilgrimage for Catholics around the world to this
day.
This week saw the State Funeral of Her Late Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. As
Head of the Church of England and Defender of the Faith, the religious
elements of her funeral were certainly a sight to behold, and the coming
together of religious figures from a variety of backgrounds to preach and
pray was testament to the character of Queen Elizabeth II. As a school, we
have reflected on the life and impact of the late Queen over the last
fortnight, and our Book of Condolence has held pride of place in the school’s
Chapel. Across the school, we have added some beautiful prayers and
reflections to this book, which is an example of the Queen’s lifetime of
service and dedication. The Book of Condolence will continue to be
displayed in the Chapel until the end of the month; if anyone wishes to
submit a reflection/message on behalf of their families, please email them
through to me: mpettle@sbe.magnificat.org.uk. At the end of the month,
the Book of Condolence will be sent to the Palace on behalf of the St
Benedict’s community.

YEAR 7 - WOW! What a fabulous week Year 7 have had. They really are a wonderful group of
children who are demonstrating an amazing attitude to learning and great standards of
behaviour. In just 4 days they have been awarded over 400 positives! As their Head of Year, I am
regularly told how well everyone is settling into St Benedict’s and how wonderful they are – one
proud Head of Year. Well Done Year 7 and keep it up.
Drayton Manor – Monday 26th September.
If your child is not attending the trip, the expectation is that they will attend school as usual.
For those children attending here are a few reminders:
* Own clothes – it is getting cooler so layers would be a good idea.
* Waterproof coat for the water rides
* Packed lunch and a drink.
* No more than £10 spending money (although please do not feel that it is needed)
* Returning to school at approximately 6pm – please arrange to collect your child – there will be no
buses.
Open evening – Thursday 29th September
Pastoral Parents Evening – Thursday 13th October

YEAR 10 – Year 10 have now completed a full cycle of their GCSE timetables. It is wonderful
to see the students so enthusiastic regarding the subjects they have chosen to study. However, if
you or your child does have any concerns or questions, please do get in touch so that these can be
addressed as soon as possible.
Attendance is very important to St Benedicts – students can not learn if they are not in school
attending lessons. Missing one lesson can have such an impact on their future understanding and
ability to reach their full potential. Please support us by ensuring your child attends school every
day. If they feel unwell in the morning, please administer medication and whenever possible send to
school. If they continue to be unwell we will call home. Your support is crucial – thank you!
PIONEER CENTRE – Wednesday 23rd November to Friday 25th November
This week students have been shown a short video giving them a flavor of the Pioneer Centre and
the activities on offer. We have spoken about how this is a fabulous opportunity to try new
activities, make lasting memories with friends and some of the skills they will develop, such as
courage, team work and determination.
This really is a fabulous opportunity and I hope that you encourage your child to take part.
I have already answered may of the students’ questions but if you have any please do get in touch.
Please make the deposit payment of £75 as soon as possible but no later than 30th September!

As another week ends, it is becoming apparent what a fantastic group of
student’s year 8 and 9 are. I have been in and out of the classroom all
week and have seen some great attitudes towards learning, teachers,
and each other.
Over the first few weeks of term, I have spoken to the pupils about doing
the basics well and getting into good habits. I ask that parents support
with this by ensuring students are attending school on time, in the
correct uniform, with the correct equipment (including signed planners
for Monday mornings) and are in the best possible frame of mind ready
for the day ahead.
Congratulations to Ella Lewis (year 8) and Grace Backhurst (year 9) for
winning stars of the week after getting the greatest number of positive
points since the start of the year.
Also, a big well done to Yuvraj Rai and Oliwia Gwozdz for winning this
week’s attendance prize.
This week's form attendance prize goes to 9CL and 8FF who both take an
early lead towards winning a pizza party.
I hope you all have a great weekend
Mr Eyre
aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Another brilliant week for Year 11. I would like to thank you all for your continued
hard work in the face of adversity, as we continue to drive standards across the school
and settle into the full swing of Year 11.
Can I remind all students that you are welcome to attend any intervention, however
the required interventions are priority. Interventions will re commence on the week
beginning 3.10.22.
I have invited all of yr 11 to attend our open evening on 29th.9.22. Yr 11 are brilliant
representatives for our school and will be helping with tours and refreshments.
Well done to 11GOG, who won this week's attendance prize for having 100%
attendance. Charlie Woods won an additional award for his excellent attendance for
the week.
Ellie Mae Burton, Charlie Rose, Caitlin Boyle, Charlie Fryer, Issy Cooper Griffiths,
Daniella Middleton, Oliver Khansari – Saneie, Gabby Winwood, Dan Clarke, Daisy

Dillon- Cambridge and Jack Saville all had a brilliant week with the most
positives. Thankyou for all your hard work and have a lovely weekend.

Year 12 participated in our first consortium event this
week where they met up with students from St
Augustine's and Trinity sixth forms for a team building
activity day. It was lovely to see the students all together
and using their skills to solve the practical challenges
they were given. Many thanks to Year 13 students for
their help with leading the events.
In order to develop these skills further, we have asked
all students to think of an enrichment project that they can undertake which
will help to develop their skills whilst helping other people. Many of our
students are now looking to volunteer in the community, with local primary
schools and with running clubs for lower school students. We look forward to
seeing these ideas taking off .

Greetings from the RE Department!
This school year has begun in such a promising way for the RE
Department. This summer the department guided 84% of GCSE students
to a standard pass or above. This is a fantastic result and we are really
proud of all the young people who worked so hard! I would like to say a
special thank you to Mrs Fisher and Ms Taylor Jones who worked so
incredibly hard and it really was a team effort!
Year 11 intervention sessions have already begun and we continue to work
for the best outcomes for all our students.
Part of this success is due to the broad and balanced curriculum in year 79, please come along to see us at Open Evening to hear more about it.

AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS
MONDAY – FOOTBALL Year 7-11 Boys and Girls
TUESDAY – NETBALL all year groups, unless it’s a fixture night
WEDNESDAY – NETBALL Years 7-11
THURSDAY – BASKETBALL all year groups Boys and Girls

All clubs finish at 4.45pm

What’s New

If you haven't yet signed up for Studybugs please download the app
and sign up as soon as possible. This is the most efficient way to
record your Child's Absence. If you have any problems with the signup process, please feel free to email me on
tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk - Moving forward this will be the
main way of absence reporting.
Have a brilliant weekend and let's make the most of the Beautiful
weather we have been blessed with. Miss Gibbons
Please look for this
logo when searching
for Studybugs on
your Appstore.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please be advised that the school office can no longer accept
cash payments. If this presents you with any difficulties, please
contact the office who will be happy to assist.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH OPPORTUNITIES
We have some opportunities for young people to complete their
volunteering section of their Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Award. We would welcome any girls over 13 years old to any of our units
meeting in Alcester, Bidford on Avon, Salford Priors or Welford on Avon.
We have opportunities with all of our age groups (from 4yrs-18yrs) on
every weekday and can work with most schedules to find a time that fits!
Girls (or their parents) can register directly
here: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-avolunteer/register-your-interest/
or if they'd like further information they can email us and we can help
them find a group to help with.
(We would also welcome any girl who is not doing the Duke of Edinburgh
Award but would still like to be involved!)

Best wishes,
Jude Mayall & Sian Davis
Joint District Commissioners
Alcester & Avon Villages District Girlguiding
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YEAR

REASON

Mr Payton

Kayleigh Sollis

12

Commitment to Applied Law course – even though she admitted it was her
4th choice out 4 courses for Year 12!

Ms S Caherty

Hugo Oxby

Miss Cosnett

Charlie Woods

11

For an excellent start to year 11. Keep up the good work!

Mr Pettle

Charlie Thornton

11

For making positive steps

Excellent effort in English over last two weeks!
Well done!

HOY

NAME

TUTOR

Miss Marston

Phoebe Shuttleworth

7

For being an all-round superstar. One of the highest positive point
earners, always smiling, an enthusiastic approach to learning and a
wonderful role model. What a fabulous addition to St Benedict’s, you
are Phoebe! Well Done!

Mr Eyre

Ella Lewis

8

Highest positive points in year 8

Mr Eyre

Grace Backhurst

9

Highest positive point in year 9

Miss Marston

Isabelle Shurmer

10

For her enthusiasm and determination to be successful as she embarks
on the start of her GCSE curriculum. You are going to smash it, Izzy!

11

For a brilliant start to yr11. A positive attitude and steadfast work ethic.
Well done.

13

Delivery of this week’s assembly.

Miss Lloyd
Toby Magnall

Mrs Munford

Chloe-Mai Insall, Aaron O’Mahony, Christena
Joseph, Joseph Augustine

REASON

HOD

NAME

TUTOR

REASON

Miss Cosnett

Charlie Rose, Charlie Ironmonger and Dan Clarke

11

For their enthusiasm and efforts in English.

Mr Campbell-Kelly

Lillie Dunn

11

Great start to Year 11, answering loads of questions in class.

Mrs O’Gara

Toby Magnall
Lauren Lears
Jack Rosiak
Joe Valentine

11

Commitment to revision .

Year 12 PRE Class

12

A flying start to A levels.

Mr Gee

Kingston Harris

10

Great commitment and start to the GCSE Music course – well done!

Mr Payton

Ruben Hawtin

10

For being passionate about Travel and Tourism!

Mrs Williamson

Edward Tarte
Freya Gibbons
Ben Bayliss

9
10
12

Excellent start to the year.
Excellent grasp of Health and Social Care lessons.
Excellent contributions to Psychology lessons.

Mr Alford

Kacper Jereminowicz

11

New found motivation, representing the school in football and getting
involved basketball.

Miss Hart

Oscar O’Reilly

7

Polite and helpful in the RISE building
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Standards Focus
Please help to continue to improve overall standards within the school
•
•
•
•

Punctuality to school
Punctuality to lessons
Wearing correct uniform
Preparing for learning- having the correct equipment for lessons

Please see below the list of equipment students should have in school with them each day.
Being organised for learning will help students achieve higher standards in their lessons!
A letter has been sent with more details about the standards focus. Tutors will be doing
equipment checks the week beginning 8th March.
Please see your Tutor or Head of Year if you have any questions about equipment.
Thank you for your continued support.

St Benedict’s Attendance week ending 23.09.22
Whole School 93.3%
Well done to Year 7 who has taken the top spot
this week with 95.3% closely followed by year 9
with 94.6% there is still lots of room for
improvement. Will Year 7 take top spot for the
3rd week in a row?

There are still some Parents and Carers that
haven't yet downloaded the Studybugs APP.
This App makes absence reporting so much
easier. You download, input the reason for
absence and symptoms and then send it over
this then automatically saves to our MIS
system. This App can also be used as a way of
contactingstaff with any concerns using the
Instant messaging platform

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

95.3%
93%
94.6%

Year 10
Year 11

91.5%
92.3%

Year 12

90.7%

Year 13

88.8%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring together
and enhance Catholic education through our schools, Our Lady of the
Magnificat launched on the 1st September 2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs and
their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC serves local
communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise throughout
Our Lady of the Magnificat.

Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Mr Payton

sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Mr Eyre

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Eyre

Head of Year 10
Head of Year 11

Miss Marston dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
Miss Lloyd

Head of Year 12/13 Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Miss Gibbons

absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

