The Year of Environment and Stewardship

The Sunday Times Schools Guide 2022
The Sunday Times Schools Guide 2022 includes grammar, independent and regular state
schools and reveals which are ranked best in the region. I was delighted to read that St
Benedict’s was one of only three state comprehensive schools to appear in the top 20
schools in the West Midlands.
Early Closure 1pm Friday 17th Dec 21
A final reminder that the school will be closing at an earlier time of 1pm next
Friday. We have had confirmation that the following buses will not be able to pick up
early:

P AGE 0 1

526 and 527
Non-Uniform Day Thursday 16th December 21

P AGE 0 2
We will not be collecting donations from students on the day but request that parents
donate via parent pay. We are supporting St Basils which is a charity that works with
young people aged 16-25 who are homeless or at risk of homelessness across the West
Midlands to enable them to find and keep a home, grow their confidence, develop their
skills, increase opportunities and prevent homelessness.
YR13 Parents Evening
Many thanks to all those parents and students that attended online last night. I hope
that you found the timing of this evening useful given there are external BTEC exams
due to take place in January and in providing advice and guidance prior to the UCAS
application deadline 6pm on 26th January 22.

"Listen with the ear of your heart"
Saint Benedict

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

J O HN 1 1 :25

Fr Damien came into school and celebrated a Thanksgiving Mass for our
Chaplaincy Team on Tuesday. He talked about how it was a celebration and
recognition of all the hard work they have done over the past term. He said that
they had been selected by God too and they had a special gift and he thanked
them for their devotion to their wonderful work. Thank you to Olivia for this
beautiful piece of artwork to accompany our Mass.

The theme for the Second Week of Advent
is Peace, which we symbolise by lighting the
second purple candle; purple as we are still in the
season of preparing for Christ’s arrival at
Christmas.
The theme of Peace comes directly from the
Nativity Story, where the Angel Gabriel
approached the Shepherds and proclaimed “Peace
on Earth” with the arrival of baby Jesus. Peace ties
in nicely with International Day for Human Rights
this week as people often equate Justice to Peace

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

J O HN 1 1 :25

10C
Let Us Pray:
Lord, make me an instrument of your
peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow
love. Where there is injury, pardon. Where
there is doubt, faith. Where there is
despair, hope. Where there is darkness,
light. And where there is sadness, only joy.
Divine Master, Grant that I may not so
much seek to be consoled as to console. To
be understood as to understand. To be
loved as to love with all my heart.
•For it is in giving that we receive; it is in
pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is
in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

SLT

NAME

YEAR

REASON

Mr Shires

Jacob Harrison

9

For his humorous speech in English

Mrs Paddock

Charles Rose

10

Increasing levels of concentration

Ms Caherty

Kenzie Barnes

9

Excellent effort in English and for super manners.

HOY

NAME

YEAR

REASON

Miss Marston

Cleo Hodgetts

7

For being a fabulous kind and supportive friend.

Miss Lloyd

Harry Rouse

8

For always working hard and consistently. Well
done - Keep it up!

Mr Alford

Kathleen Hobday

9

The first to achieve 100 points in year 9 this year.
Amazing achievement!

Mr Eyre

Paige Little

11

Highest points scorer – Well done!

Mr Gee

Lillie Dunn

10

Significant contributions to the liturgical life of the
school – thank you, Lillie!

Ms Munford

Members of Years 12 and 13

12/13

For putting up the Christmas tree and decorations.

HOD

NAME

YEAR

REASON

Mrs Akram

Jack Toney-Price

9

For attitude towards his learning in my English
lesson and completing the task set
independently

Eddie James
Webber

9

For completing the English task set with
enthusiasm and having high expectations with
regard to the work produced. Well done. An
excellent role model to his peers.

James Davis

9

James applied himself very well and produced
some wonderful work in his English lesson. He
was supportive towards his peers and
confidently helped answer their queries.

Mrs AustinBraams

Jake Randal

10

Excellent teamwork in Science practical.

Mrs Hart

Harley Parker

8D

Always the first person to look after someone if
there is a problem

Mr Stimpson

Harley Parker

Miss Poyner

Alex Rogers

9

Perseverance in tricky subjects.

Miss Cosnett

Poppy Solway and
Nadia Mrozek

11

Both students take a proactive approach to their
studies in English and always seek to improve their
performance.

Mr CampbellKelly

Kenzie Barnes &
Andriana Palacios

9

Showing fantastic perseverance with work on
Factors!

Ms Munro

Charlie Rose

10

For some really lovely questioning in his physics
lesson. He was clearly demonstrating his
engagement and ability to think outside the box
with what he was being taught. Well done Charlie!

Mrs O’Gara

Cormac Brennan

11/Sp

Excellent effort/progress in Spanish. Cormac is
always willing to go that extra mile to make
improvements.

Endeavours to keep a positive attitude and work to
the best of his ability, even when having an off
day.

HOD

NAME

YEAR

REASON

Mrs
Clutterbuck

Lauren Lears

10

Your Textiles sketch book is thorough, creative and
beautifully presented. A fantastic effort and
commitment to the course.

Mr Gee

James Davis

9

Having the courage to share his fanfare
composition with his peers – well done, James!

Ms Smallbone

Lucy Fletcher

11

For being disciplined and committed to her NEA
work – well done

Mrs Sylvester

DT Kingston Harris

9

Initiative and focus when making a net for his
mobile phone model.
Amazing resilience working for 5 hours during
their mock Art Exam.
Focus during their assessment and producing
brilliant work.

Art GCSE Art Year 11
ADT All year 7

Mr Holford

Yasmin Cole

11

An excellent exam with well-structured
responses.

Mrs Hyde

Nicola Glodek
Blanka Koziel

8

For a fantastic powerpoint on networks and
constantly working amazingly in Computing.

Mr Jansen

Daniel Allen

10

For consistently making positive contributions in
his geography lessons.

Mrs O’Gara

Amie Bea Humphries

9

A really positive attitude to her ‘Should religious
people eat meat assessment.’

Mr Alford

Seb Hillard

9

Congratulations for being selected
into Worcester Warriors Development Player
Programme. A very talented sportsman.

Hamper deadline
Tuesday 14th
December

parent pay.
We will hand out tickets for the dinner on
the morning of the 15th December

On Tuesday, 7M supported me in delivering a Human Rights assembly. We considered what
human rights we have and why. We also reflected on 'a human society built on love and
peace'. 7M wrote their own prayer all about 'Peace'. Well Done.

P is for Peace – May all parts of the world going through conflict
know the eternal peace that Jesus gives.
E is for the Earth – We pray for the world’s environment. Help us Lord
to take care of the earth you gave us.
A is for Advent – Lord everyone is preparing for the coming of Jesus,
such as lighting a candle on the Advent wreath. We thank you for the
buzzing of the streets with the feel of Christmas.
C is for Christmas. At this special time of year we pray for peace.
E is for everyone – Lord, help everyone to have a happy Christmas.
We pray that everyone has family and friends to spend it with.
Congratulations to 7M who achieved not one but two pieces of pizza (highest attendance and
improvement). 7F also gained another slice towards their pizza party. Keep up the good work.
Please ensure you have paid the next instalment of £25 for our Pioneer residential trip.

As we are approaching the end of term, year 8 have continued to be brilliant in maintaining
and driving standards. One more week to go so keep up your hard work.
8B led the assembly this week on human rights and did an amazing job. All students had their
own part to read and did this with confidence and real focus. A brilliant contribution to
collective worship.
8M won the award for the highest attendance this week and 8B picked up an award for
having the most students with 100% attendance.
Well done to the HOY Friday stars for this week Evie Mae Dee, Phillip O'Rourke, Joesph
Mauro, Lucy Amond, and Alistair Thornton for excellent attitudes to learning.

This week we have continued our advent celebrations. We have learnt about the
meaning of advent, how we prepare for such an important event in the Catholic
calendar and the significance of the advent wreath –tutor groups have even made
one to display in their classroom.
Congratulations to 9M and 9B for receiving another 'piece of pizza' in recognition
of their attendance, as they work towards a pizza party. Last week we launched
our Head of Year Friday Stars. Five children were invited to the main hall to enjoy
hot chocolate, cookies and festive tunes.
This week, the children were chosen as a result of their fabulous attitude to
learning and positives gained. Well Done, Katie Wood, Kathleen Hobday, Ruby
West, Eddie Webber and Liam Alderman.
I must start by saying a huge well done to the
year group - Year 10 have achieved the highest
number of positives across the school week.
Well done!
In assembly this week, we learned about
International Human Rights Day (today!) and
why these universal human rights are so
important. We had a discussion about which
rights are particularly relevant to us, and
Daniella M beautifully summed up why it is
important that we ensure all people have these
rights – ‘because it’s the fair thing to do’.
Well done to 10C who have not just one, but
two slices of pizza for their attendance awards
this week – best attendance and most
improved. Well done also to my Head of Year
Stars – Ben H, Judelle W, Emma F, Chris H and
Chayanne W.

This week assembly was on International Human Rights Day, which was ably led by
Mrs O’Gara and 11F. They did a great job at conveying their message and
representing their form. Well Done!
The Pizza Party race is heating up with 11F winning this week’s attendance with
98%. Moving into the last week this means that 11F are in the lead with four slices
however, it is all to play for with 3 other forms having 3 slices each.
Congratulations to Tibena, Noah, Lucy, James and Haricleea for being selected for
Head of Year Friday Star. They have all been recognized for the work they put in at
school and have been invited to a celebration event on Friday afternoon.
With one week to go, we are almost at the end of our first full term and what a busy one
it has been. Year 12 have settled in well; between them they have set up their own law
and drama groups and have been busy gardening and helping with KS3 classes.
Many have got involved with our charity events and have set up their own, collecting toys
for those who are without at Christmas and organising boxes for the foodbank and the
Shoebox Appeal. This has been lovely to see, and they should be proud of their efforts.
Students have also had the opportunity to take part in activities to prepare them for
Higher Education such as Medical Mavericks and a trip to Cambridge and they have more
of these activities to look forward to in the new term.
Year 13 are preparing for their final exams; with their first set of mocks and a Parents'
Evening behind them, along with sessions on revision techniques, they should feel ready
to focus on their study. They have also been busily applying to university with many offers
already in place, receiving advice and guidance from Loughborough University as well as
a session on Student Finance. They too have contributed well to Sixth Form life,
participating in charity events, supporting with open evening and putting up the
Christmas tree!
Next week there is more work to do but we look forward to our Jolly Jumper days and
our Christmas celebrations.

A huge thank you for all the donations received. These will be
taken to Birmingham City Mission during the next week.
Olivia Humphries Y12

Year 10 have come to the end of their first GCSE topic (The Living World) and
have been filling out revision resources and suggesting songs that fit in with
the topic, such as Toto's Africa.
Year 8 are studying the River Nile as part of their Africa topic. The river is a
lifeline that allowed a civilisation to blossom in a harsh environment and
millions continue to depend on it today.
Year 11 are considering the topical issue of food supply in the UK. With
over 40% of our food being imported, what are the solutions to our food
supply issues.

In history this week our Year 11s have started the in-depth and new topic of
the Vietnam war. They will discover reasons for involvement and also social
unrest in America, which will link even further to their America unit.
We also have the exciting opportunity in Year 8 to assess the most horrible
jobs in industrial England. As pupils use their knowledge on conditions, work
rate, technological developments, and pay rates to decide which is worst!

This has now been
extended to
Wednesday 16th
December!!!
I am looking forward
to your entries!
Miss Munro

RE Department
This week has been a busy one for RE!
On Tuesday we were blessed with a visit from Mr Smith, the RE Advisor from the
Archdiocese of Birmingham. We are very fortunate to have his support and he enjoys
visiting our school.
I was invited to the Heads of RE Conference in Coleshill this week to spend time with
other RE leads in the diocese. This was an extremely useful day and I have come back
confident that the RE department is doing well and full of ideas on how we can
improve.
I was also lucky enough to spend some time sharing and planning with the RE leads in
the other secondary schools in the Our Lady of the Magnificat MAC. It is this spirit of
support and collaboration that makes being part of a larger MAC so beneficial.
Our Lady of the Magnificat …. Pray for Us!
Best wishes and prayers Mrs O'Gara

After School Club 3:30 –4:30
Tuesday - Year 7, 8, 9 basketball training ahead of playing in the South Warwickshire
Basketball league.
Thursday (every week) -Year 10, 11 basketball training ahead of playing in the South
Warwickshire Basketball league.
Wednesday lunch time (every week) basketball club all year's welcome
Well Done to Y8 & Y10 who took part in the indoor rowing this week see the result
below both finishing 4th in South Warwickshire.

Netball
Y8 are invited to train at Alcester Grammar school together with Alcester
Academy on Monday 13th December. Any girl is welcome. Transport will
be by mini bus. Training will start at 4pm and finish at 5.20
Parents to pick up at AGS at 5.20 or St Benedict’s at 5.30
Y7 Netball results Vs Alcester Academy
A team won 12 -4
B team won 5-2

Y13

Parental Engagement
It was so nice to meet with a range of parents/carers
at this week's Year 13 Parents' Evening. I hope you
found the appointment useful and if you haven't
received the support pack via email yet, please let me
know and I'll send this right away.
Year 12 Tutor Time
Apprenticeships were covered in this week's Year 12
tutor time where students were given an insight into
the type of apprenticeships out there and how to
search and apply.
Consortium Enrichment Session
Year 12 students from St Benedict's, St Augustine's and
Trinity Catholic School were all invited to take part in
an online workshop hosted by the University of Law
this week on True Crime. This was a fantastic
opportunity for students considering a career in
policing, law,

Student Finance Talk
Year 13s had the pleasure of hosting Warwick
University for support on Student Finance. This
covered the costs of going to University as well as how
to budget and different grants students can apply for.

The Competition is free and
open to all students aged 11
to 19 studying in the UK.
Competitors can only enter
one project, either on their
own or as part of a team.
Have a look at our rules and
eligibility for more details.

Nuffield Research Placements information for students | STEM

St Benedict’s Attendance week ending 10.12.21
Whole School 90.7%

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

91.6%
92.0%
88.5%
90.8%
91.2%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe-magnificat.org.uk

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring
together and enhance Catholic education through our schools,
Our Lady of the Magnificat launched on the 1st September
2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs
and their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC
serves local communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise
throughout Our Lady of the Magnificat.
Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher

Mr Shires

Sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

Scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Miss Lloyd

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Alford

kalford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 10

Mr Gee

wgee@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Head of Year 11
Mr Eyre
Head of Year
12/13
Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@magnificat.org.uk
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

