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Early Closure Friday 17th December at 1pm
We are planning to finish at 1pm on the last day of term. We are confident that the majority of
bus companies will be able to pick up early as our other two local secondary schools will
have closed earlier. We are currently liaising with the bus companies to identify which buses will
not be able to pick up early and will let you know next week. Rather than wait for confirmation
next week you may decide to put in place private arrangements for your child to be collected at
1pm off school site.
Non uniform day Thursday 16th December
Students have requested if they can have a non-uniform day this term. We have been so impressed
by their attitude and engagement during this, the longest term in the academic calendar that they
fully deserve this to recognise their efforts. We would like students to get in the spirit of Christmas
by wearing a Christmas jumper if they have one but please do not go out to buy one especially for
this day.
P AGE 0 1
Staff inset day Tuesday 4th January
Just a reminder that we have a staff inset day on Tuesday 4th January 22. We are planning for a
staggered start so that all students can be tested before returning to the classroom. It is likely that
P AGE 0 2
we will be asking certain year groups to attend on Wednesday 5th to be tested and then taught on
site whilst other year groups are taught online via MS teams and then vice versa on Thursday 6 th
This is to ensure that we can identify any positive cases following the Christmas break and identify
which students need support accessing teams in the event that we are instructed to move to
remote learning as a result of the new Omicron variant becoming more prevalent.
Rewards
I'm conscious as a school that we started this half term with a real focus on standards and
sanctioning students that don’t meet those expectations. We also aspire to balance that with our
reward system and recognise those students who go above and beyond those standards too. We
have attendance form pizza parties, lunch queue passes, awards in assemblies, star of the fortnight
and our latest initiative is the Head of Year reward awarded to 5 students per year group. These
students have earned the option to have hot chocolate and cookies towards the end of period 4 on
Friday.
As we come to the end of this first week of advent, I wish you a peaceful weekend.
Mr Shires
"Listen with the ear of your heart"
Saint Benedict
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CATHOLIC LIFE
This week saw us celebrate the first week of Advent,
students learnt that week one of Advent represents Hope
and they made their Advent wreathes and wrote prayers
about what they are hopeful for. They are absolutely
beautiful. The Leadership team will be judging Tutor groups
advent Wreaths next week. We are looking forward to
announcing the winners!

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

J O HN 1 1 :25
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CATHOLIC LIFE
Year 13 had their form Mass on Tuesday and they
chose the theme of Health & Well Being. Fr Damien
spoke about the 5 aspects of well being, physical,
social, spiritual, emotional and. intellectual and how
it’s important to look after each aspect. Thank you to
those students who read so beautifully.

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

J O HN 1 1 :25

10C

The Chaplaincy Team have been busy again this week decorating the chapel and
school for Christmas. A big thank you to them all, including Mrs Gibbons who lent
a helping hand!
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CATHOLIC LIFE
Please see below part of the Bishops statement
regarding Honouring Sundays:
Bishops’ Statement: Honouring Sunday: Many of you will
already have read the statement from the Bishops of
England and Wales encouraging people to return to
Church and the celebration of the Eucharist.
The Bishops recognise the anxieties and fears felt by
some members of the Church.

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

J O HN 1 1 :25

They now want to ‘encourage all Catholics to look again
at the patterns which they have formed in recent months
with regard to going to Mass onSundays. This would include consideration
and reflection about what we might do on Sundays, such as sports or
shopping, or other leisure and social activities. This review, and the decisions
which arise from it, fall to every Catholic and we trust this will be done with
honesty, motivated by a real love for the Lord whom we encounter in the
Mass.’ Schools do have a significant role to play here as has been recognised
by the Bishops’ in their previousletter ‘The Day of the Lord’ (April 2021): ‘In
facing these challenges, we are endowed with veritable treasures which
serve to resource and enrich us. Among them are our schools, in which so
many are regaining confidence to come together with others. We believe our
schools can indeed be bridges back to church.’
Please read the full statement here:
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/bishops-statementhonouring-sunday

10C

@StBenedictsUK

@StBenedictsUK

@StBenedictsUK

www.st-benedicts.org.uk

Christmas Charity updates!
This year we invited student to vote for a charity act they would like to get involved
with during the season of advent. A number of Tutor groups have chosen to raise
money or buy gifts for the Alcester Christmas Light Tour. All money raised will go to
Mind. More details of the Alcester Christmas Light tour can be found at the end of
this newsletter.

Other Tutor groups have chosen to
collect food hamper and selection boxes
for Arden Foodbank.
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STARS OF THE FORTNIGHT
LEADERSHIP AND HEADS OF
YEAR
SLT

NAME

YEAR

REASON

Mr Shires

Jacob Harrison

9

For his humorous speech in English

Mrs Paddock

Charles Rose

10

Increasing levels of concentration

Ms Caherty

Kenzie Barnes

9

Excellent effort in English and for super manners.

HOY

NAME

YEAR

REASON

Miss Marston

Kenzie Barnes

9

Excellent effort in English and for super manners.

Miss Lloyd

Harry Rouse

8C

For always working hard and consistently. Well
done - Keep it up!

Mr Alford

Kathleen Hobday

9M

The first to achieve 100 points in year 9 this year.
Amazing achievement!

Mr Eyre

Paige Little

11S

Highest points scorer – Well done!

Mr Gee

Lillie Dunn

10B

Significant contributions to the liturgical life of the
school – thank you, Lillie!

Ms Munford

Members of Years 12 and 13

12/13

For putting up the Christmas tree and decorations.
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STARS OF THE FORTNIGHT
HEADS OF DEPARTMENT
HOD

NAME

YEAR

REASON

Mrs Akram

Jack Toney-Price

9

For attitude towards his learning in my English
lesson and completing the task set
independently

Eddie James
Webber

9

For completing the English task set with
enthusiasm and having high expectations with
regard to the work produced. Well done. An
excellent role model to his peers.

James Davis

9

James applied himself very well and produced
some wonderful work in his English lesson. He
was supportive towards his peers and
confidently helped answer their queries.

Mrs AustinBraams

Jake Randal

10B

Excellent teamwork in Science practical.

Mrs Hart

Harley Parker

8D

Always the first person to look after someone if
there is a problem

Mr Stimpson

Harley Parker

Miss Poyner

Alex Rogers

9C

Perseverance in tricky subjects.

Miss Cosnett

Poppy Solway and
Nadia Mrozek

11

Both students take a proactive approach to their
studies in English and always seek to improve their
performance.

Mr CampbellKelly

Kenzie Barnes &
Andriana Palacios

Year 9

Showing fantastic perseverance with work on
Factors!

Ms Munro

Charlie Rose

10C

For some really lovely questioning in his physics
lesson. He was clearly demonstrating his
engagement and ability to think outside the box
with what he was being taught. Well done Charlie!

Mrs O’Gara

Cormac Brennan

11A/Sp

Excellent effort/progress in Spanish. Cormac is
always willing to go that extra mile to make
improvements.
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Endeavours to keep a positive attitude and work to
the best of his ability, even when having an off
day.
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STARS OF THE FORTNIGHT
HEADS OF DEPARTMENT
HOD

NAME

YEAR

REASON

Mrs
Clutterbuck

Lauren Lears

10

Your Textiles sketch book is thorough, creative and
beautifully presented. A fantastic effort and
commitment to the course.

Mr Gee

James Davis

9B

Having the courage to share his fanfare
composition with his peers – well done, James!

Ms Smallbone

Lucy Fletcher

11

For being disciplined and committed to her NEA
work – well done

Mrs Sylvester

DT Kingston Harris

9

Initiative and focus when making a net for his
mobile phone model.
Amazing resilience working for 5 hours during
their mock Art Exam.
Focus during their assessment and producing
brilliant work.

Art GCSE Art Year 11
ADT All year 7

Mr Holford

Yasmin Cole

11

An excellent exam with well-structured
responses.

Mrs Hyde

Nicola Glodek
Blanka Koziel

8

For a fantastic powerpoint on networks and
constantly working amazingly in Computing.

Mr Jansen

Daniel Allen

10

For consistently making positive contributions in
his geography lessons.

Mrs O’Gara

Amie Bea Humphries

9

A really positive attitude to her ‘Should religious
people eat meat assessment.’

Mr Alford

Seb Hillard
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9F

Congratulations for being selected
into Worcester Warriors Development Player
Programme. A very talented sportsman.
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Christmas dinner will be served on
Wednesday 15th December.
If you would like your child to have a
dinner, please sign up via parent pay.

We will hand out tickets for the dinner on
the morning of the 15th December
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YEAR 7 - MISS MARSTON
This week has seen the start of our advent celebrations. We have
learnt about the meaning of advent, how we prepare for such an
important event in the Catholic calendar and the significance of the
advent wreath – tutor groups have even made one to display in their
classroom.
Congratulations to 7B and 7M for receiving another 'piece of pizza' in
recognition of their attendance, as they work towards a pizza party.
Today, we launched our Head of Year Friday Stars. Five children were
invited to the main hall to enjoy hot chocolate, cookies and festive
tunes. This week, the children were chosen as a result of their fabulous
attitude to learning and positives gained. Well Done, Marianna, Kayra,
Ella, Taylor and Aaron.

YEAR 8

MISS LLOYD

As advent has started, year 8 have been focusing on creating their advent
wreaths in their tutors this week. There is a real focus on the meaning of
advent and spreading hope, love, joy and peace. I must say there is a real
positivity amongst the year 8's as we begin to lead up to this special time of
year.
A special mention for 8M for having the best attendance for this week.
Additionally, an extra award for 8C this week; who had the most students with
100% attendance.
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YEAR 9 - MR ALFORD
What a great week our Year 9 have had. Over the week, they have collectively gained
527 positive behavior points. Well done to Mrs Taylor's tutor group who achieved their
first 'slice of pizza' towards their pizza party.
Advent has started and in assembly this week the focus will be on the meaning
of advent and spreading hope, love, joy and peace.

YEAR 10- MR GEE
This week in school, we have been celebrating the beginning of Advent. In assembly,
we had the opportunity to reflect on a reading from the prophecy of Isaiah – ‘prepare
ye the way of the Lord’. During the season of Advent, we are called to make room for
Christ to enter into our lives on 25th December. One of the key messages I gave to
pupils on Thursday was to share hope with those who need it most during this
season. This has never been more important, especially with the dull, short and
cloudy days we’ve had recently!
10M are our attendance winners this week with a staggering 98.2% - well done! We
also held our inaugural Head of Year Friday Stars celebration. Congratulations to Oli H,
Dan A, Emily R, Lillie D and Evie C who were my stars for this week.

Have a wonderful weekend.
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YEAR 11 - MR EYRE
I would like to say a big thank you to the whole of year 11 for the way they have
conducted themselves over the last 2 weeks. The invigilators made a point of
commending you all on the way you undertook all the exams.
The results of your MOCKs will be given to you on Monday 13th December
followed by feedback sessions over the final week of term. It is important that we
now recharge ready for the next round of exams at the end of January.
This week attendance award goes to 11C with a fantastic attendance of 99.1%.

SIXTH FORM - MRS MUNFORD
Christmas
The Christmas tree is up and there is a festive atmosphere building here in the Sixth
Form; thank you to all those who helped with decorating.
We now turn our attention to Advent and think about those less fortunate than
ourselves throughout the season. We will be running our annual Jolly Jumper Day
towards the end of term to raise money for The Shakespeare Hospice, and we will be
looking at ways in which we can support others during this time.

Other News
Aisling McVeigh has started her journey of learning and reflection by taking the
opportunity to explore the Holocaust through a ground-breaking, interactive, digital
platform. Lessons from Auschwitz online seminars are guided by experts in the field of
Holocaust education where students hear a first-hand testimony of a Holocaust survivor
and take part in a virtual site-visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum as it is
today. Aisling will report back to us once she has completed the course.

Dates for the diary
Year 13 Parents' Evening – Thursday 9th December 5-7pm
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION
Our half termly Teaching and Learning reviews have taken place this week and it
was a great pleasure to see both pupils and teachers working with such energy.
Leaders within the school visited a substantial number of lessons to monitor quality
of provision by looking at pupils’ work and speaking with them on how they feel
they are progressing.
Over the final weeks of this term we will conduct both student and parent surveys
to help inform our strategic developments as we move into the Spring term.

Year 11/13
Both of these year groups have now completed rigorous examinations across all
subjects. This will allow staff to report on their current progress via the short report
system and within our calendared parental evenings.
Year 11 will receive their assessment results on the 13th December and in all
lessons across the week teachers will feedback and share improvement strategies
to aid revision towards the January mock exams. An expanded after-school
intervention timetable will commence from January 2022 in response to the data
generated from these assessments.

Year 7/8
As you are aware pupils in these year groups were not required to complete KS2
SATs examinations which are usually excellent indicators for their next stage of
learning. We have therefore chosen to use GL CAT4 assessments to improve our
knowledge of these pupils and to identify with greater precision the gaps in
knowledge caused by the pandemic.
These short assessments will commence next week, initially with Year 8, and will
take place in their English and Compass lessons. The assessments take place
electronically but do not require any preparation or revision. Year 7 GL assessments
will take place in January 2022.
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This week, Year 12 have started their next topic, Contemporary
Urban Environments. We will be looking at how our urban areas have
changed, how they function and how they impact weather and climate.
Year 11 are also starting a new topic, Resource Management, where we look at
the provision of energy, food and water and the challenges posed by our everchanging world.
Year 8 are considering the landscape and biomes of Africa and how climate is
the main driving force behind Africa's great variety of flora and fauna.

In Maths this week Year 7 are looking at fractions, decimals and
percentages, whilst Year 8 are investigating straight line graphs.
In Year 9 some groups are looking at Factors and Multiples.
Some groups in year 10 have begun to look at area and perimeter,
including the circumference of circles.
Year 11 have finished their mock exams and will shortly be looking at how
they can further improve.
Math's joke of the week from Mr Campbell-Kelly:
How do you keep warm in a cold room?
Go to the corner; it's always 90 degrees!
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In science we are
running a Christmas
competition!! Look at
the amazing prizes you
can win!!
I look forward to your
entries!
Miss Munro

Religious Education
•

Year 7 - 'The God who speaks' Year 7 are exploring the sacred texts of World Religions - this
week is all about the Guru Granth Sahib.

•

Year 8 - 'Beliefs about God' World Religions – currently they are evaluating whether
Buddhism has a belief in 'God' or not.

•

Year 9 - Controversial Issues - 'No Catholic should go to War’

•

Year 10 - New Topic: Origins & Meanings

•

Year 11 - New Topic: Life and Death. RE Mock exams are done and dusted and now
onwards and upwards with our new topic!

•

Year 12 & 13 - In Core RE we continue to explore topical issues in light of religion and year
12 are writing their EPQ proposals.

The RE corridor has been buzzing with activity this week it really is a joy to experience!
Best wishes Mrs O'Gara
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Art Design and Technology
Year 9 assessment week
has created some wonderful
self portraits in the pop art
style students have been
studying. I wonder if you
recognize any faces?

Practical reminder
Year 7 winter crumble
7F Group 2 Mon 6 Dec
7H Group 1 Tue 7 Dec
7H Group 2 Wed 8 Dec
7A Group 2 Fri 10 Dec
Year 8 Christmas Muffins
8A Group 2 Thu 9 Dec
8H Group 2 Thu 9 Dec
8F Group 2 Thu 16 Dec

Calling all
Year 7’s

Year 9 Textiles
They are busy finalising their
Pyramid organisers. More to
come…watch this space!
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Netball
The year 7 ‘A’ and ‘B’ team played against Studley in their first match this
week. They thoroughly enjoyed it and are looking forward to their next match
next week.
The scores were :A team lost 7-2
B team won 4-1
Next week
Monday 6th December Indoor practice for years 8-10
Wednesday 8th
Year 8 ‘A’ and ‘B’ v Studley away
Thursday 9th December
Year 7 ‘A’ and ‘B’ v Alcester Academy at home
Advance notice
Year 8 training session at Alcester Grammar School on Monday December 13th
Rowing competition Two teams of boys are taking part in the rowing
competition.
Results and photos will be posted next week.
The following clubs will be back from Monday 06th December 3:30 – 4:30
Netball Club Year 8/9/10
Tuesday (every week)
Year 7, 8, 9 basketball training ahead of playing in the South Warwickshire
Basketball league.
Thursday (every week) - Year 10, 11 basketball training ahead of playing in the
South Warwickshire Basketball league.
Wednesday lunch time (every week) basketball club all year's welcome
@StBenedictsUK
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CAREERS

cklatt@magnificat.org.uk
I’ve been catching up with any Year 13s this
week who are just finishing their personal
statements ready for their UCAS applications.
If you are still struggling to get this completed,
please use this guide and Unifrog’s Personal
Statement tool to support you.

Year 12s have also begun their careers
programme during tutor time where they
explore a range of topics relating to their next
steps and being job ready. This week they
looked at the pros and cons of University.

Any Year 11s that require a follow up careers
appointment are more than welcome to book
a time with me. I have seen nearly all of this
year group now and am hopeful they will
achieve positive destinations at the end of
KS4.
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CAREERS
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Click the images for more info!
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St Benedict’s Attendance week ending 03.12.21

Weekly
Year group
Attendance

Whole School 90.5%

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

91.5%
91.8%
85.5%
89.9%
91.4%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe-magnificat.org.uk
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Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring
together and enhance Catholic education through our schools,
Our Lady of the Magnificat launched on the 1st September
2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs
and their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC
serves local communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise
throughout Our Lady of the Magnificat.
Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat
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St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
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St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher

Mr Shires

Sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

Scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Miss Lloyd

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Alford

kalford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 10

Mr Gee

wgee@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Head of Year 11
Mr Eyre
Head of Year
12/13
Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact
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aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@magnificat.org.uk
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
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COMMUNITY NEWS

"Where two or
three are
gathered in
name, I am in
the midst of
them"
MATTHEW 1 8:20
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ALCESTER CHRISTMAS LIGHT TOUR
AND TREASURE HUNT.
Make the count down to Christmas
extra special with this magical event
right on your own doorstep!!!

Can you help save Christmas?!!
Oh no Santa has lost the presents! Can you help find where the naughty elves have
hidden them before he needs to deliver them on Christmas eve? Print out the light tour
map and find the 19 places where ‘X’ marks the spot. Look for the picture clue displayed
in the windows and cross them off the treasure map. The picture that is left is where the
presents are! Email your name and answer to alcesterchristmaslighttour@hotmail.com .
Your name will be put into a draw for one of our amazing prizes that have been
donated!

