The Year of Environment and Stewardship

White Ribbon Campaign 25th November
Following on from anti bullying awareness week. This week I have been delivering assemblies to all year groups
advocating the White Ribbon campaign for ending violence against women. The statistics and frequent news stories
show that we have a great deal of work as a nation to educate boys and men that any form of sexual harassment
towards women, or anyone for that matter, is not acceptable. We have come a long way from the stereotypes
portrayed in any 1940's adverts, but we still have more to do. During the assemblies I encouraged male students to
stand up and speak out against any of their male peers using derogatory language towards their female
peers. Students were extremely mature and attentive to this message, and I encourage all students to use the new
speakup@sbe.magnificat.org.uk email address to raise any concerns they have.
Year 11 Mocks
I wanted to take this opportunity to congratulate Year11 on their conduct during this first week of mock
examinations. They have followed the stringent guidelines and having spoken to quite a few students it has
certainly been a reminder to them how challenging both physically and mentally it is to sit one exam after another
in a day never mind a week or a fortnight. Now is the time to make mistakes on exams papers so that they can be
corrected over the remainder of the year before the summer exams. Well Done Year 11.
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Year 12 Cambridge University visit
A big thank you to Miss Klatt, Careers Lead and Miss Paddock for organising this visit for Year 12 students alongside
students from Saint Augustine's Catholic School, Redditch. Being part of a MAC means that students can benefit
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from sharing transportation costs but also meet students with similar aspirations from other sixth form providers.
Having previously been Head of Sixth form in one of my previous schools I am aware that many students feel that
going to Oxbridge is beyond their reach. Hopefully, this visit will have inspired them that with hard work and
determination to achieve excellent grades nothing is impossible regardless of one's background.
Attendance Challenge
It is really pleasing to read all the Head of Year comments and praise for the forms that have risen to the attendance
challenge and gained pizza slices towards achieving a pizza party. Well Done and keep it up.
Next week we look forward to Advent and preparing ourselves for Christmas. Advent is a key time for reflection
and contemplating how we can become an even better version of ourselves. Each form has been set the challenge
of making a meaningful and decorative wreath for their form room. I look forward to seeing how creative each form
can be. Perhaps you might decide to have a go yourselves this weekend.
Have a restful and peaceful weekend. God Bless.
Mr Shires

"Listen with the ear of your heart"
Saint Benedict

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

J O HN 1 1 :25

This Sunday sees the first Sunday of
Advent. On Monday the Chaplaincy team
collated the items for students to make
their own advent wreathes in form time
next week. I am really looking forward to
seeing how they get on - photos will
follow next week. A big thank you to all
the Chaplaincy team who worked so
hard getting these ready.
Light up our lives

Christ, come into our world of
darkness
Light up our lives with your
coming.
Fulfil all our longings with the joy
of your birth
Strengthen our resolve to work
for change in our world
And to share the hope of your
birth that each Advent brings.
Amen.
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Mr Shires

Harry Williams

10

For helping a student in the dining hall

Mrs Paddock

Jack Savill

10

Superb efforts to improve exam technique.

Ms Caherty

Ella Lewis

7

Superb effort in all English lessons
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Miss Marston

Mariella O’Gara

7

For having the most positives in Year 7 and
always being willing to support others.

Miss Lloyd

Zac Gibbons

8

Has Made an excellent and conscious effort to
achieve both in his lessons and within his
football. A real improvement has been seen
and not gone un noticed. Keep it up!

Mr Alford

Ruby West

9

Always Polite and hard working, consistently
great work across all her subjects.

Mr Eyre

Giada Garrido
Jamie Mullally

11
11

Highest positive points in year 11

Mr Gee

Emily Ravenhill

10

Conscientious and mature attitude to her
studies, and consistently great work across all
her subjects. Well done, Emily!

Ms Munford

Zoe Hawes

12

For her enthusiasm and commitment – setting
up and running a drama club for lower school
students.
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Mrs Akram

7A/Cp

7

Thank you 7A/Cp for your efforts in creating
wonderful and positive ‘Life Motto’ shields.

Oliwia Kawerska

7

For your detailed and perceptive essay on
Private Peaceful in the most recent English
assessment.

7

Excellent focus demonstrated all week in maths

Dominic Witkiewicz
Mrs AustinBraams

Oban Balchin

10

Constant positivity towards his learning

Mrs Hart

Oban Balchin

10

Positive attitude at all times

Miss Cosnett

Daniel Insall

8

Demonstrating a consistently positive attitude
in all English lessons. Recommended by Miss
Graham.

Mr CampbellKelly

Mayzie-Rose Hands

11

Fantastic effort and attitude in Maths.

Ms Munro

All of 10 A science

10

For the most amazing lesson on a Friday P4
tackling moles calculations. It is a really
difficult concept and they did not moan and
showed great determination and resilience. The
lesson filled my heart with joy and they
all demonstrated what a St Benedict's student is
like.

Mrs O’Gara

Ben Latham

11

Positive attitude in lessons and working
hard
Being an excellent role model to others in
class with her hard work and diligence.

Noah Balchin

11

Niamh Hillard

10

Fantastic 1ST Place in the Warwickshire Cross
Country.
Fantastic 2nd Place in the Warwickshire Cross
Country.
Well done to all that competed.

Eddie Webber

9

Emma Markam

Mr Alford

Mrs Garcia

For his really hard work preparing for his
Spanish speaking assessment and his
excellent performance.
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Mrs
Clutterbuck

Alessia Jones

Y10

For working extremely hard and always
smiling in both Textiles and Art.

Mr Gee

Lara Droegemueller

Y9

For an excellent essay-style answer in the
recent music assessment – bordering on
GCSE-level detail! Well done, Lara.

Ms Smallbone

Giovanni Bonanno

Y9

For making the most amazing rough puff
pastry into sausage rolls – WELL DONE

Mrs Sylvester

Art Gabriel Gaiser

Y10

Initiative in lessons.

DT Eliott Hyde

Y10

ADT Issy Whitehouse

Y7

Inventiveness utilising card modelling
materials.
Outstanding effort and resilience.

Mr Holford

Niamh Hillard

Y10

Contribution in lesson and helping others
achieve.

Mrs Hyde

Ava Watters

Y8

Always working to the best of her ability in
computing and helping others without being
asked to.

Mrs Fisher

Mariella O’Gara
Ella Lewis
Kamilla Gyorgy
Romilly O’Gara
Hannah Terefenko
Arju Keshavala

Y7
and
Y9

Helping year 12 wrap boxes for the shoe box
appeal- showing St Benedict’s Compass Values
of Integrity; Faith and Service; and
Excellence!

Mr Jansen

Harry Agar
Giuseppe Bille
Olivia Ebanks
Shea Fitzgerald
Marianna Makris
Oliver Mansell
Mya Yates

11

For full attendance to the geography
interventions and showing a conscientious
approach to their studies.

Wow! What a fabulous week our Year 7 children have had. Over the
week, they have collectively gained 328 positive behaviour points. Of
those points, 185 are for excellent effort and 99 positives are for
concentration in lessons. This shows what a fantastic attitude to
learning the children have – we are all very proud of them and I know
that, as parents, you are too.
The children were very excited on Wednesday when I announced the
tutor groups who achieved another 'slice of pizza' towards their pizza
party. Congratulations to 7B and 7F.

Just a reminder that the next Pioneer payment of £25 is due by the
2nd December, via parent pay.

Another brilliant week on the whole, Year 8! I am very proud to
announce that, last week, Year 8 had the best attendance across the
entire school. Keep this up, and remember it is still all to play for in the
pizza party rewards for your tutors. It was 8F this week who won with
the best attendance at 96%.
I am so pleased to continue to see brilliant standards across the year for
uniform and behaviour, and it’s lovely to see Year 8 driving the high
standards throughout the school.

A brilliant week Year 9. I have been very impressed with how you continue to
adhere to excellent uniform standards and are real advocates for our
school improvement journey.
A special thankyou to Ms Neal's tutor group for leading on the first of Year 9's
student led assembly on the very sensitive subject of bullying. It is always tricky
going first but they did a great job reading, showing confidence and reading out
loud.
Year 9 attendance showed good improvement this week. Ms Taylor’s Tutor
group must be commended for having the best attendance across year 9 with
96.2%, very impressive!!
Well done to all students in Year 10 for a whopping 390 positives over the course
of this week. It’s wonderful to see engaged, motivated and hard working students
across the school – keep it up! It has also been great to see the number of Year 10
students in detention fall across the course of the week. Thank you for responding
so positively to our new sanction system – this is to benefit you, your learning, and
your academic progress.
This week, our assembly was delivered by Mr Shires who raised awareness of a
serious issue – violence against women and girls. I was proud of the mature
attitude demonstrated by the Year 10s during this, and I direct all students to
email speakup@sbe.magnificat.org.uk if there is anything they need to share with
us.
Well done to 10M who won this week’s attendance award, and 10C who won
most improved attendance – another slice of pizza to add to your chart!
Take care, and God bless.
Mr W Gee
Head of Year 10

1 week down, 1 to go! No one said exam week would be easy.
Year 11 have been working hard during this first week of MOCKs. I have
been impressed with the way the pupils have been conducting
themselves and the effort they are putting in, revising during break, lunch
and after school. I would once again like to echo my words from last week
by saying that it is important for the students to look after themselves.
This may involve doing some exercise, a day out or time with friends.

This week’s attendance pizza slice has been hotly contested however, 11F
have been victorious with an attendance of 97.8%. Well done!!

Dates for diary:
Tuesday 30th November
Lunch time – virtual apprenticeship fair
Wednesday 8th December
Period 4 – Student Finance talk for Year 13 students.
Thursday 9th December
Year 13 Parents' Evening – this will be via School Cloud. Further details to
follow shortly.
Attendance and Punctuality – please could I remind you to let us know if
your child is absent or if they have any appointments during the school
day. A gentle reminder also that the school day begins at 8:55am.

On Wednesday Year 12 students from St Benedict’s and
St Augustine’s visited Christ College Cambridge. The
outreach event aims to widen participation and the day
consisted of tours, talks and presentations – all delivered
within the outstanding college facilities. The students
were introduced to the fabulous history and architecture
of Cambridge via a walking tour which culminated in
visits to the gardens and the college chapel. After
meeting with current students to discuss their
experiences both within 6th form and then university the
pupils were treated to a delicious lunch inside the wood
panelled main hall. Our work with various universities
continues across Year 12 as we develop our “super
curriculum” alongside other external visits to build
cultural capital and ensure our pupils are well prepared
for the next stage of learning.

"I was luckily able to visit Cambridge
University on the 24th November, as
a school, along with St Augustine’s
we took the journey to Cambridge
where we were greeted by a staff
member of one the Colleges,
Christ’s. We were then guided
through the bike-ridden streets of
Cambridge before arriving at the
college. As we walked through the
beautiful gardens, we got an insight
into the social life of the University.
We also got an insight into some of
the courses by some students that
talked us through different things
such as picking the right course or
college. We were very grateful to
have gone on this trip as it gave us
the opportunity to consider if
university is the next step in our life"
- Year 12 Student

The English department have been really impressed with the attitude of our
year 11 pupils as they have entered mock exam season. Well done!
Just a reminder that you will sit your 'English Literature Macbeth' exam on
Tuesday 30th November.
Year 8 have also been working hard towards their forthcoming assessment
which will be in the week beginning 13th December. This assessment will be
on an extract that the pupils have studied from Dystopian Fiction. If you
have any questions, please see your English teacher.

In Maths at the moment, we have some newly appointed Maths
Ambassadors; congratulations to Emily R, Sam H, Arjan R, Harry R, Ted J and
Marcin K. They will shortly be adding some new displays to the Maths Corridor
and publishing some puzzles in the newsletter. Keep your eyes peeled for
these!
A big congratulations to Year 11 who have shown a positive and mature
attitude to their mock examinations.
Shortly Year 7 and 8 will be making some Mathematically-themed Christmas
cards to spread the seasonal joy in the local community.

Maths Joke of the week comes from Ms Akram: What did the triangle say to
the circle? You're pointless!

This week Year 7 have been exploring maps in more detail by using grid
references to locate geographic features.
Year 9 have been studying the Japanese Earthquake of 2011 that resulted
in a tsunami that decimated parts of Japan's coastal regions.
Year 10 have been studying hot deserts (not desserts!) by looking at their
characteristics and focusing on a case study, The Thar Desert, known as the
'teeming' desert because of its population of 30 million people.

Year 11 have completed their GCSE mock examination, so well done to
them and good luck with the rest of your examinations.

This week year 10 have been showing great progress as they tackle the 3rd
of their reflective topics looking at medicine in the 1800s. This marks a
significant point for many of them as it is when we begin to look at
our biggest answers on the course; after which students will draw
comparisons with modern medicine!
Key stage 3 have also been working hard with year 9 most notably improving
some great assessments that looked at the causes of WW2 with some
reflection upon remembrance.

Year 10 Textiles have
been learning the ancient
techniques of wax batik
and silk painting.

Mrs Sylvester and Ms Smallbone are delighted to see the innovative and
original models the Year 10 3D Design students have been creating. These
are the starting point to their development of a unique chair which will be
made from multi-media materials. Next on the development line will be
light shades out of milk bottles, I cannot wait to see the results.
Update for Year 7 Practical
7F practical 1 and 7A practical 1
have both successfully completed
their practical. New dates are as
follows.
7H practical 1Tuesday 7 Dec
7H practical 2 Wednesday 8 Dec
7F practical 2 Monday 6 Dec
7A practical 2 Friday 10 Dec

Christmas Practical for Year 8

Can replace the
cranberries for
baking chocolate
chips
Zest orange at
home
Please remember to
bring MUFFIN cases and
a large container with
lid to take them home.

Practical Groups
8M Practical 1 Mon 29 Nov
8M Practical 2 Tue 30 Nov
8A Practical 1 Fri 3 Dec
8A Practical 2 Thu 9 Dec
8H Practical 1 Fri 3 Dec
8H Practical 2 Thu 9 Dec
8F Practical 1 Thu 2 Dec
8F Practical 2 Thu 16 Dec

Rowing competition
Two teams of girls are taking part in the rowing competition at
Stratford Grammar on Monday 29th November. Results and
photos will be posted next week.
Netball
The year 7 'A' and 'B' teams have a match, away at Studley
School on Wednesday 1st December. Transport will be by
school minibus. Parents can pick up from Studley at 5.15pm
or St Benedict's at 5.30pm
After school clubs
Due to Y11 mock exams taking place in the sports hall there
will be no after school clubs next week .
The following clubs will be back the from 2nd Dec 3:30 – 4:30
Netball Club Year 8/9/10
Tuesday (every week) - Year 7, 8, 9 basketball training ahead of
playing in the South Warwickshire Basketball league.
Thursday (every week) - Year 10, 11 basketball training
ahead of playing in the South Warwickshire Basketball league.
Wednesday lunch time (every week) basketball club
all year's welcome.

"Walking through the city of Cambridge was like walking through the
set of a period drama. Tall, historic colleges loomed over the heads of
the city's residents and small shops were nestled in the crooks and
crannies of the streets, offering a multitude of different wares and
food to enjoy. I absolutely loved my day spent at Christ's College in
Cambridge. The people were so welcoming and kind and I felt I
gained lots of knowledge about what the universities of Oxbridge
are like. My favourite part was sitting in the lecture hall giving me
the first taste of what studying at university would be like. If I had the
chance to visit again, I would in a heartbeat and if you get the
opportunity take it with both hands as it is an unforgettable
experience!" - Year 12 Student

St Benedict’s raising standards
Thank you to all our students and parents who have supported our uniform standards
focus. It has been wonderful to see the student looking so smart and taking pride in their
appearance each day. We continue to raise standards by encouraging good behaviour
and attitudes to learning at school.
A student’s experience in school remains one of the most insightful indicators of later life
success. For many it is the best chance they will ever have to flourish.
How they conduct themselves at school is crucial to that experience. Helping them
develop good behaviour and attitudes is therefore one of the most important tasks a
school faces.
Tom Bennett, Lead Behaviour Adviser to the Department of Education

St Benedict’s Attendance week ending 26.11.21

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

91.4%
91.7%
89.0%
90.4%
90.9%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe-magnificat.org.uk

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring
together and enhance Catholic education through our schools,
Our Lady of the Magnificat launched on the 1st September
2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs
and their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC
serves local communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise
throughout Our Lady of the Magnificat.
Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher

Mr Shires

Sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

Scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Miss Lloyd

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Alford

kalford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 10

Mr Gee

wgee@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Head of Year 11
Mr Eyre
Head of Year
12/13
Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@magnificat.org.uk
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

