The Year of Environment and Stewardship

Anti-Bullying week
It was really pleasing this week to see students developing their leadership skills through the
planning and delivery of assemblies to their peers. It takes a great deal of courage to stand up
and present in front of a year group. Whilst developing their resilience and organisational skills it
also highlights the benefit of working and supporting one another when faced with challenges.
A new email account speakup@sbe.magnificat.org.uk has been set up to report any concerns
relating to safeguarding and well-being. Emails will be monitored by the pastoral team and
designated safeguarding leads.
Year 11 Mock fortnight
Next week sees the start of mock exam fortnight for Year 11. Students will be reminded, prior to
these commencing, of the exams boards expectations outlining how students should conduct
themselves under exam conditions. Mocks don’t just provide a means of assessing student
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progress, but also play an important part in conditioning students to the routines and
working
set time limits in a strictly controlled environment.
Christmas Shoebox appeal
A big thankyou to Sixth form students Chloe & Ella from 12F for organising the
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Christmas shoe box appeal and demonstrating "Faith in Action". The mission of Operation
Christmas Child is to show God's love in a tangible way to children in need around the world, and
together with the local church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Since 1990,
more than 186 million children in over 160 countries have experienced God's love through the
power of simple shoebox gifts from Operation Christmas Child.
Farewell to Mrs Perks
Sadly, this week we say goodbye to Mrs Perks from the administrative team. She joined St
Benedict's in September 2012 and worked in the SEND department. She has had many varied
additional roles within the school including assistant librarian, DofE administrator, headteacher's
PA, and more recently in main reception. We wish her all the best for the future.
Have lovely weekend, God bless

Mr Shires
"Listen with the ear of your heart"
Saint Benedict

As you are aware the whole school
community came together last Thursday to
mark Remembrance Day. Thank you to all
those who were involved and here are
some photos:

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

J O HN 1 1 :25

Charlie &
Cerys

Miss
Cosnett

Our beautiful
poppies
Aaron

Florence &
Daisy

6th Form members of our Chaplaincy team
have been busy putting together shoeboxes
for the shoebox appeal and have done an
amazing job, so thank you to Ella & Chloe
as well as those students from lower school
who have got involved. Faith in Action!

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

J O HN 1 1 :25

World Youth Sunday is this Sunday as
well as it being Christ the King and the
last Sunday in Ordinary time before
Advent starts.

The 2021 Season of Creation marks the beginning of
the Catholic churches focus on the Year of the
Environment.
The "cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor are
becoming increasingly serious and alarming," the Holy
Father is urging Catholics to take "decisive, urgent
action to transform this crisis into an opportunity."
A huge well done goes to all our of Year of the
Environment logo submissions. The shortlist was hotly
contested! However, after much voting from the form
groups Dan Fuentebaja 11C was nominated as our
overall winner.
They'll be lots of exciting opportunities across our
school and others in the Our Lady of the Magnificat
MAC to participate in this year to encourage our
students to take decisive and urgent action in impacting
their communities and representing stewardship to the
world around them. So, keep an eye out in the
newsletter for more updates coming soon.

A home for
all?
Renewing
the Oikos of
God
SEASON OF CREATION
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Mr Shires

Harry Williams

10

For helping a student in the dining hall

Mrs Paddock

Jack Savill

10

Superb efforts to improve exam technique.

Ms Caherty

Ella Lewis

7

Superb effort in all English lessons
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Miss Marston

Mariella O’Gara

7

For having the most positives in Year 7 and
always being willing to support others.

Miss Lloyd

Zac Gibbons

8

Has Made an excellent and conscious effort to
achieve both in his lessons and within his
football. A real improvement has been seen
and not gone un noticed. Keep it up!

Mr Alford

Ruby West

9

Always Polite and hard working, consistently
great work across all her subjects.

Mr Eyre

Giada Garrido
Jamie Mullally

11
11

Highest positive points in year 11

Mr Gee

Emily Ravenhill

10

Conscientious and mature attitude to her
studies, and consistently great work across all
her subjects. Well done, Emily!

Ms Munford

Zoe Hawes

12

For her enthusiasm and commitment – setting
up and running a drama club for lower school
students.
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Mrs Akram

7A/Cp

7

Thank you 7A/Cp for your efforts in creating
wonderful and positive ‘Life Motto’ shields.

Oliwia Kawerska

7

For your detailed and perceptive essay on
Private Peaceful in the most recent English
assessment.

7

Excellent focus demonstrated all week in maths

Dominic Witkiewicz
Mrs AustinBraams

Oban Balchin

10

Constant positivity towards his learning

Mrs Hart

Oban Balchin

10

Positive attitude at all times

Miss Cosnett

Daniel Insall

8

Demonstrating a consistently positive attitude
in all English lessons. Recommended by Miss
Graham.

Mr CampbellKelly

Mayzie-Rose Hands

11

Fantastic effort and attitude in Maths.

Ms Munro

All of 10 A science

10

For the most amazing lesson on a Friday P4
tackling moles calculations. It is a really
difficult concept and they did not moan and
showed great determination and resilience. The
lesson filled my heart with joy and they
all demonstrated what a St Benedict's student is
like.

Mrs O’Gara

Ben Latham

11

Positive attitude in lessons and working
hard
Being an excellent role model to others in
class with her hard work and diligence.

Noah Balchin

11

Niamh Hillard

10

Fantastic 1ST Place in the Warwickshire Cross
Country.
Fantastic 2nd Place in the Warwickshire Cross
Country.
Well done to all that competed.

Eddie Webber

9

Emma Markam

Mr Alford

Mrs Garcia

For his really hard work preparing for his
Spanish speaking assessment and his
excellent performance.
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Mrs
Clutterbuck

Alessia Jones

Y10

For working extremely hard and always
smiling in both Textiles and Art.

Mr Gee

Lara Droegemueller

Y9

For an excellent essay-style answer in the
recent music assessment – bordering on
GCSE-level detail! Well done, Lara.

Ms Smallbone

Giovanni Bonanno

Y9

For making the most amazing rough puff
pastry into sausage rolls – WELL DONE

Mrs Sylvester

Art Gabriel Gaiser

Y10

Initiative in lessons.

DT Eliott Hyde

Y10

ADT Issy Whitehouse

Y7

Inventiveness utilising card modelling
materials.
Outstanding effort and resilience.

Mr Holford

Niamh Hillard

Y10

Contribution in lesson and helping others
achieve.

Mrs Hyde

Ava Watters

Y8

Always working to the best of her ability in
computing and helping others without being
asked to.

Mrs Fisher

Mariella O’Gara
Ella Lewis
Kamilla Gyorgy
Romilly O’Gara
Hannah Terefenko
Arju Keshavala

Y7
and
Y9

Helping year 12 wrap boxes for the shoe box
appeal- showing St Benedict’s Compass Values
of Integrity; Faith and Service; and
Excellence!

Mr Jansen

Harry Agar
Giuseppe Bille
Olivia Ebanks
Shea Fitzgerald
Marianna Makris
Oliver Mansell
Mya Yates

11

For full attendance to the geography
interventions and showing a conscientious
approach to their studies.

This week, has been Anti-bullying week. During our Year 7 assembly , some of Mrs
Readers tutor group volunteered to support me in delivering this year's motto 'One Kind Word'. Ten children read in assembly and modelled their role play skills
when demonstrating a number of bullying scenarios. The children in Year 7 were
then tasked with creating a ripple of kindness at St Benedict’s by sharing 'One
Kind Word'. What a fabulous lesson and well done 7B.
As always the children are looking smart and in the correct uniform – thank you
for your support with this. Next week, we will be focusing on punctuality both at
the start of the school day and to lessons. This is a valuable life skill for the
children to reinforce.
Congratulations to 7F for being awarded with their first piece of 'pizza' in our
attendance competition. Who will be next?

Click to add text

Another Brilliant week Year 8 getting to know more and more of you.
I am very impressed with how you continue to adhere to excellent
uniform standards and are real advocates for our school
improvement journey.
A special thankyou to Louie, Olivia, Noah and Ava who did an
excellent job reading in front of year 8 for our anti bullying assembly
this week. This is not an easy job, and you all did fantastic.
Also, Year 8 must be commended for having the best attendance
across the school. I am very impressed and extremely proud to see
the brilliant work that is being done. Keep it up.

Year 9 are setting the standards with uniform currently! A reminder that
nail polish, false nails, false lashes and jewellery are not part of our
school policy – thank you in advance for your support with this.
A good week from year 9 getting their heads down and working well in
lessons. A reminder that next Thursday is Y9 parents evening taking
place on school cloud. I hope parents evening reflects the strong start Y9
have made this year.
Have a restful weekend.

This week has been anti-bullying week, and my thanks go to members of
10B (Mr Holford’s form) for their support and contributions to this
week’s assembly. We looked together at examples of celebrities who had
been bullied when they were at school, looked at the reasons
surrounding why people bully others, and spoke about support for
victims of bullying.
In our drive to improve attendance, I was thrilled to award a pizza slice
to 10B for the best attendance last week, and to 10M for the most
improved attendance last week – very well done!
Thank you, as ever, for your continued support.
Mr W Gee
Head of Year 10

This week marks anti-bullying week. I would like to thank 11C for leading Monday
mornings assembly, putting together and delivering an informative and thoughtprovoking presentation. We believe it is important to develop these skills in
preparation for life after St Benedicts. You will often be asked to present in interviews
and being confident in doing this comes with practice. Over the course of the year, all
pupils will have the opportunity to develop these skills during lessons but also in
assemblies.
With MOCK exams starting next week, it is important that students look after
themselves over the coming weeks, ensuring they are in the best possible emotional
state. During form time, on Friday, pupils were spoken to about the importance of
sleep, breakfast, and good exam habits. Please support your child through this
stressful period of the year and don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions,
issues, or concerns.
Congratulations to form 11M for winning the attendance competition this week with
97%.
Enjoy the weekend.

Children in Need – a great effort to dress up made by all sixth formers. I hope
everyone enjoyed the day and all money raised will go to the Children in Need charity.
Cambridge University – 24/11/2021 - those going on this visit need to be in school for
8am. The coach will depart at 8:15am and should be back at around 5:30pm.
Upcoming events – Year 13 Parents' Evening – 09/12/2021. This will take place via
School Cloud and further details will follow.
Please can all parents ensure that they have the MCAS app through which we will
send out all communications – details have been sent via email but if you have any
questions, please contact the school office

Year 11 are continuing to work hard towards their mock exams next week. They will
complete a full English Language Paper 2 on Monday 22nd November and an exam on
'Macbeth' on Tuesday 30th November. Please do speak to your English teacher if you
are unsure about how to prepare for these exams.
Year 13 demonstrated real resilience and commitment during their mock exam period
with many pupils making significant improvements since their Year 12 mock exam – well
done year 13.
It is year 9 parent's evening next week and we are looking forward to celebrating the
success of year 9 assessment week – the English department were really pleased with
their attempt at the 'Of Mice and Men' assessment so well done.
Outside of the classroom year 9, encouraged by Ben Bayliss and Emma Fowler, have
been making cross curricular links with Science, by considering poetry that links to the
universe.

This week, Year 7 have been learning about scale and how that can help
them measure distances on maps.
Year 9 are studying how earthquakes are formed and why some are more destructive
than others.
Year 11 are preparing for their mock examinations. After completing the coasts topic,
we have been looking at exam and revision technique. Good luck year 11
geographers!

Year 12 are coming to the end of their coast's topic, where they are contrasting two
very different coastlines, Holderness in northeast England and Odisha in western
India.

As communicated in a previous newsletter, in science we are now beginning to set regular homework for students
on Educake. To make things clearer for staff, students and parents, all science homework will be set on a Wednesday
and due in the following Tuesday at 9am. I know not all students have science on this day, but due to students
sometimes having science with different teachers and on different days on different weeks, this makes it easier for
students to organise themselves and for you as parents to support them.
This is how the homework will be set:
•
•
•
•

Year 7 and 8- One science quiz a week, roughly 20 minutes long
Year 9- One science quiz a week, roughly 30 minutes long.
Year 10 and 11 trilogy students– one biology, one chemistry and one physics quiz a week, each being roughly
15-20 minutes long.
Year 10 and 11 triple students– one biology, one chemistry and one physics quiz a week, each being roughly 30
minutes long.

Year 10 have started being set homework quizzes and Year 7-9 will be from Wednesday 24th. All year 7-9 do have
one quiz set by me due in Friday 19th to check they can log in. This needs to be done or a c1 will be issued. Year 11
will officially be set work from Wednesday 8th December as we know they have mocks and may be prioritising
revision. They could be set quizzes to support their learning, but this will not be compulsory.
Thank you for your support
Kelly Munro, Head of Science

Religious Studies
Another busy week of learning in RE. We have been focused on marking Year 9 Assessments and we have been so
impressed with some of the responses to the statement 'A Catholic should never buy from companies that are
involved in Fast Fashion' Students have been applying Catholic Social Teaching to current world issues with great
maturity.
In Year 7 & 8 they have begun new topics. Year 7 are learning about Sacred Texts from different World Religions
and Year 8 are studying different ideas of the Divine. They all have new keywords to learn for homework.
Year 10 have been working hard to finish the work for their first GCSE paper and have impressed their teachers
with their maturity.
Year 11 are preparing for Mock exams and all the revision material and revision guides are available in the RE
Intake 2017 Team. Good luck Year 11 we are praying for you!
All students have been invited to complete a Catholic Life Survey this week which will help the RE department
plan more effectively in the future. So far we have been really pleased with the constructive and positive
feedback we have received. This consultation will continue into next week and we will shall share the results in
due course.
Best wishes, Mrs O'Gara

Jude Ballard (Gk)
Ben Matthews
Noah Hughes
Harry Francioni
Archie Solway
Archie Douglas
Zak Gibbons (C)
Harry Rouse
Dan Insall
Louis Horton
Archie Harkin

The following boys took part in the South Warwickshire yr 8 - 7 A side competition @ SUAS.
The boys were superb throughout winning all their games on the way to the final where they
lost out 0-2 in a closely fought contest to Henley School. The boys’ skills and attitude was first
class throughout and they played some really good football, scoring some great goals.
Results – Round 1 beat Alcester Academy 1-0, R2 beat Stratford (B) 2-1, Semi Final – Beat
Stratford (A) 1-0 & lost final 0-2 to Henley.
Archie Douglas scored 2, Captain Zak Gibbons and Dan Insall scored 1 a each.
Big shout out to Harry Rouse who was excellent in goal making some fine saves especially in
the final.
The boys Catholic Values shone through in their teamwork and sportsmanship towards the
other school teams in every game and throughout the tournament.
Due to Y11 mock exams taking place in the sports hall there will be no after school clubs
next week .
The following clubs will be back the week beginning 29th November.. 3:30 – 4:30
Netball Club Year 8/9/10
Tuesday (every week) - Year 7, 8, 9 basketball training ahead of playing
in the South Warwickshire Basketball league.
Thursday (every week) - Year 10, 11 basketball training ahead
of playing in the South Warwickshire Basketball league.
Wednesday lunch time (every week) basketball club all year's welcome.

Year 9 Textiles
Passing their sewing machine driving
tests with flying colours!

Reminder to Year 11 Art & Textiles
Groups to ensure you are ready for
your practical mock exams.
Art Thursday 2nd December
Textiles Group 1 Friday 3rd December
Textiles Group 2 Tuesday 7th December
A big SHOUT OUT to Year 9 for
creating some superb rough puff
pastry used to make seasonal sausage
rolls or apple turnovers.
WELL DONE to Year 10 3D Design
students who have been creating
model chairs and wire figure models.
Cannot wait to see the results next
week!

Let’s Get Cooking Year 7
I cannot wait to see the results of Year Winter
Pear and Blackberry Crumble.
Remember to weigh all ingredients at home
into named boxes or bags, bring an ovenproof
dish, recipe and box to take the crumble home
in. Check your practical group with your form
tutors to make sure you are ready.
7F Practical Group 1 – Monday 22nd November
7F Practical Group 2 – Thursday 25th November
7H Practical Group 1 – Tuesday 23rd November
7H Practical Group 2 – Wednesday 24th
November
7A Practical Group 1 – Wednesday 24th
November
7A Practical Group 2 – Friday 26th November

What can I do with a
philosophy degree?
| Prospects.ac.uk
Click the icons to
explore more!

Careers in Politics
This week sixth form students were offered the chance to meet
Redditch MP Rachel MacLean’s Senior Communications Officer and
discuss the different Career routes in Politics. We hope to invite
Rachel herself into school in the New Year to launch pupil leadership
opportunities. The party is keen to host local students and can offer
placements in both Redditch and in Westminster – contact her on:
rachel.maclean.mp@parliament.uk or search for opportunities here
w4mp | The site for everyone working for an MP (w4mpjobs.org)

Wednesday 24th November, Consortium
Cambridge Trip
Remember to give consent for the Cambridge
Trip next week via ParentPay. This is an amazing
opportunity to explore the University’s campus
and surrounding city, as well as meet current
students to see what being a student is like there.

Join us for our free virtual Game Art
Careers Evening with Creative
Assembly and Climax Studios
on Monday 22nd November at 6pm.

Is your child in Years 10-13?
Then join us on 24th November (6.30pm - 7.10pm) for
our FREE parents’ insight webinar in partnership with
IBM, to find out about the varied school leaver
opportunities IBM can offer your child.

Register now

Nuffield Research Placements
information for students | STEM

Thurs 25th Nov | 18:00-19:00
Get into Social Care with the NHS
Click Here register!

COMMUNITY NEWS

St Benedict’s raising standards
Thank you to all our students and parents who have supported our uniform standards
focus. It has been wonderful to see the student looking so smart and taking pride in their
appearance each day. We continue to raise standards by encouraging good behaviour
and attitudes to learning at school.
A student’s experience in school remains one of the most insightful indicators of later life
success. For many it is the best chance they will ever have to flourish.
How they conduct themselves at school is crucial to that experience. Helping them
develop good behaviour and attitudes is therefore one of the most important tasks a
school faces.
Tom Bennett, Lead Behaviour Adviser to the Department of Education

St Benedict’s Attendance

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

91.3%
91.6%
88.8%
89.3%
90.8%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.
Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe-magnificat.org.uk

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring
together and enhance Catholic education through our schools,
Our Lady of the Magnificat launched on the 1st September
2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs
and their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC
serves local communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise
throughout Our Lady of the Magnificat.
Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher

Mr Shires

Sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

Scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Miss Lloyd

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Alford

kalford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 10

Mr Gee

wgee@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Senior Assistant
Headteacher

Head of Year 11
Mr Eyre
Head of Year
12/13
Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@magnificat.org.uk
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

