The Year of Environment and Stewardship

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award Expedition
I'd like to thank Mr Singleton for leading and supporting our sixth form students during theirthree day
expedition in the Cotswold's prior to half term. Our mission is for our students to "have life and have it to
the full" John 10:10. This is one example of students developing skills and character outside of the
classroom. The weather wasn’t favourable prior to half term with numerous heavy rain showers. From
looking at the photographs on our twitter and face book pages it didn’t seem to dampen their spirits. We
are hoping to run more school trips throughout the year to make up for the last. Well Done to all the sixth
form students for completing the expedition with a smile.

6th Form Open Evening
Thankyou, to Miss Paddock, Miss Munford and all who supported this successful evening last night. It was
very pleasing to see so many students from Year 11 and other schools attend the event. As I mentioned in
my talk, 6th Form is a time when students start to encounter so many new experiences in their lives be it
part time jobs, learning to drive and studying subjects that were not available to them at KS4 and once
again "have life and have it to the full". As highlighted by Aisling, Jack and Hannah, our sixth form
P A G Ebut0it1 does
students who spoke on the night. St Benedict's unique size provides not only quality teaching,
so in a nurturing and caring environment that fosters excellent relationships between staff and students
so that students feel supported and achieve their full potential
Yr13 Mocks & Yr11 Interventions
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Next week Yr13 mocks will be taking place. These will contribute towards staff assessment of predicted
grades for UCAS and will also inform what support students may require going forward.The turnout for
after school interventions this week has been impressive. Students have shown this week their
commitment to engage and work with staff to further their progress. Continued attendance to these
sessions is key. Many thanks to all the staff who have volunteered to stay after school to run the sessions.
All Saints Mass
On Monday we celebrated the feast of All Saints day with mass being held face to face with Yr12 and the
sixth form and then streamed to the rest of the school in tutor groups. Please see Catholic Life section.
Uniform Focus Fortnight
Please ensure you read the letter regarding this. Meeting uniform expectations should be one of the
easiest school rules to achieve. It can also indicate how willing students are to be part of our community
and follow basic expectations.
I hope you have wonderful bonfire weekend and stay safe. God Bless.

J Shires
"Listen with the ear of your heart"
Saint Benedict

This week began with the solemn Holy day of All Saints when
Catholics remember all the holy men and women who have gone
before us to Heaven. With the support of modern technology
our entire school community joined together in prayer as our
school chaplain Fr Damien celebrated Mass. Year 7 and 6TH Form
joined Fr Damien in the school hall whilst all other year groups
joined in via live stream. As always, our young people were
prayerful and reverent and thank you especially to those students
who volunteered to read.

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

JOHN 11: 25

Bless the
memories of
your saints, God.
May we learn
how to walk
wisely from their
examples of
faith, dedication,
worship, and
love.
Amen
November is a month where we particularly remember those who have passed away and next week we will be
marking Remembrance Day with a special service and have been preparing poppies in the ADT department. In the
Chapel we have prepared a remembrance book where staff and students alike can record the names of deceased
friends and relatives and we will be praying for them during Masses this month.
Poppies are available to buy in school and students can bring money in to purchase one throughout November –
please support this wonderful charity.
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Mr Shires

Tibenu Biju

11

Outstanding performance at the 6 th Form
Open Evening

Mrs Paddock

Hannah O’Leary

13

Inspirational and courageous speech at
6th Form Open Evening

Ms Caherty

Isabelle Shurmer

9

Excellent attitude in English lessons
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Miss Marston

Paulina Pawlowska

7

For always giving 100% in all aspects of
school

Mr Lloyd

Hazel Worall

8

Brilliant start to the half term. A lot of
positives from teachers in relation to
excellent effort and exceptional learning.

Mr Alford

Jacob Williams

9

High praise from teachers regarding work
ethic and getting on in lessons with the
minimum of fuss. This sort of work ethic
does not go unnoticed. Well done!

Mr Eyre

Liam Castle

11

Top positive points scorer in Year 11

Mr Gee

Joe Badger

10

Most positives in the first week back – well
done, Joe!

Ms Munford

Emma Fowler

12

For remaining positive at all times.
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Ms Akram

Kyra Iqbal &
Robert Dunn

7

Kyra Iqbal and Robert Dunn in Year 7 are my
Stars of the Week, for their continued focus
in both Maths and English. They work hard
in every lesson, take pride in their work and
are super role models.

Miss Cosnett

Emma Fowler

12

For her inspiring worksheet on 'Carbon
Footprint' complete with its example poem
that we used in the Yr 9 Poetry Club
this week.

Mr CampbellKelly

Molly Warby

11

Fantastic attitude and application when
studying Algebraic Fractions in Maths.

Ms Munro

Caitlin Libeaut
Zoe Hawyes
Christena Joseph

12

Amazing contribution to open
evening. They were brilliant talking to both
parents and students giving really
helpful and useful information all evening.

Mrs O’Gara

Ella Thornton
Chloe Insall
Aaron O’Mahony
Faye Burden

12

Fantastic contributions to the RE
department through lessons, interventions
and Open Evening.

Mr Alford

Tyler Hoffman

9

Attitude and great performance in Mr
Singleton’s rugby lesson demonstrating a
high level of skill.
Demonstrating a very high level of skill and
work rate in basketball lessons.
Fantastic leadership and support to Ms
Taylor refereeing netball match and
supporting the Y8 netball team playing
Alcester Academy.

10
Daniel Allen
10
Elle-Mai Burton

Mrs Garcia

Mackenzie
Huddleston

8H/B

Excellent effort in Spanish, showing good
knowledge using past tense to speak about
her last holiday.

Mr Gee

Daisy ThompsonTaylor

10

Fantastic attitude to learning in GCSE Music
since September – well done, Daisy!
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Mrs
Clutterbuck

Fleur Simian

9M

For working so hard and producing
fabulous work in both Art and Textiles.

Ms
Smallbone

Harley Parker

8F

For showing his developing knowledge for
health and safety and use of electrical
equipment in the Food room.

Mrs Sylvester

DT Charlotte Tongue

9

ADT Jude Ballard and
Elizabeth Ukse

8

Commitment to producing high standard
of work every lesson.
Who both made 3 poppies in the lesson;
more than anyone else.

10
Art Evie Cooper

Outstanding artist study work.

Mr Holford

Brad Thomas

11

Excellent attitude to school and helping
others.

Mrs Hyde

Hazel Worral and Chloe
Dyer

8

Fantastic effort in all computing work and
going above and beyond doing extra work

Mrs Fisher

Harrison Maneke

9

Excellent participation in Character
Education

Year 7 have returned to school looking very smart and with super attitudes to learning. The
children have a rich curriculum with some fantastic opportunities ahead of them in the run
up to Christmas.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for supporting our uniform policy and
assisting us in our drive to make St Benedict’s the best that it can be. Our next focus is
attendance; this being an area of which your support is crucial. If your child feels a little
under the weather, please administer paracetamol and try to ensure they attend school. If
they are unwell at school, we will be in touch with you.
Pioneer Centre Residential Trip – There has been a real buzz whenever the trip is mentioned
and I am delighted that so many children will be taking part in this amazing opportunity.
Thank you to those parents who have already made payments to secure your child's place. If
you are yet to do so, please make a payment of £45 by Tuesday 9th November via ParentPay.

Here's to another fabulous week!

As we return from half term, I cannot wait to see how hard the students will work and how much
they can achieve. However, there has been a new member to the pastoral team. Miss Lloyd will
be taking over from myself as Head of Year 8 as of the 3/11/21; while I will miss being part of an
excellent year group, I cannot wait to see what year 8 can do together!
Miss Lloyd: As the new head of year 8 I am really looking forward to meeting as many year 8's as
possible over the coming days. I also look forward to working with parents, carers and families;
along with the students to support them over the coming year.
Any questions or correspondence, please feel free to contact me jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Welcome back and I hope you all had a restful Half Term. A busy start for Year 9 with assessments
taking place this week.
Year 9 have settled back into their lessons well and appear to be working hard at their
assessments which is a pleasure to see.
A reminder that this week is the final week for students to get their school shoes sorted. The
expectation from next week is all students have black shoes not black trainers.

It’s been great to welcome Year 10 back into school this week, and I must begin by thanking you
for ensuring high standards with regards to uniform across the year group. There has been a
marked improvement in standards of appearance across Year 10, and your support in this is
greatly appreciated.
I have been popping in and out of lessons this week, and it’s been wonderful to see so many Year
10s engaged and enthused in their lessons. This second half term is often a difficult one - the
novelty of the new school year has worn off, and Christmas is still a long way off! Please be
assured that I will do all I can to support your child at St Benedict’s throughout this half term.
Thank you for your ongoing support. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if there is anything I
can better do to support your child at St Benedict’s.
Have a wonderful weekend! God bless.

It has been great to see the standards and expectations assembly at the start of the week has been taken on
board. I have seen a visible improvement in the way we are portraying ourselves during line up and around
school, Well done! I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents for supporting our drive and making
sure uniform is on point. We are now entering a fortnight of uniform focus across the school and as always, I
want year 11 to lead the way as the example to the rest of the school.

The entire year group have certainly returned with a fabulously motivated attitude this week as we launched
our first stage of after school intervention sessions. The attendance levels have been extremely high and we
thank pupils for arriving punctually and engaging with this additional provision in a mature and productive
manner.
The sessions will continue in the following order for the next two weeks as we draw closer to the mock
examinations.
Monday
Maths
Spanish

Tuesday
English
R.E

Wednesday
History
Geography

Thursday
Science
Sport/Business

We will then pause to allow staff to mark the assessments and plan the focus of the next phase of sessions.
These will recommence WB 6th December when we hope to widen the current group sizes to allow greater
numbers of students to participate.
6th Form Open Evening
We were pleased to see so many students returning to school on Thursday evening to explore our 6 th form
curriculum and facilities. We hope that our informative presentation has started the journey of guidance for our
young people in this crucial year. It was certainly wonderful to hear the powerful speeches of current pupils as
they articulated their experiences to date and they talked with real honesty about both the pastoral support
and academic challenge they are experiencing. As pupils moved around the 6 th form block and discussed their
aspirations with subject teachers it was great to see and hear their positivity. Pupils can apply via our website
from next week and we will proceed with interviews after the December mock exams.

Thank you to all those students who helped with Open Evening last night. It was a great success.

Useful Online Events for Students and Parents
How to write your Personal Statement, Tues 16 Nov, 4:30pm
Understanding the UCAS application process, Tues 23 Nov, 6pm - essential information for parents about the UCAS
application process, guiding you through the UCAS Hub and answering any questions you may have.

Applying to university: An overview, Wed 24 Nov, 6pm - personal statement top tips, student finance basics, and where
to do your research.
Dates for the diary
Year 13 Mock Exams – Tuesday 9th – Thursday 11th November.
Children in Need dress-up day – Friday 19th November
Trip to Cambridge University – Wednesday 24th November

Welcome to Autumn Term 2. It's been a busy week this week with year 9 completing their first
assessment on 'Of Mice and Men.' This assessment is their first experience of what a Key Stage 4
assessment will look like and they've coped admirably so well done year 9.
Elsewhere, year 13 have been working incredibly hard to prepare for their forthcoming mock
exams. Next week they will complete their Paper 1 Literature exam on Tuesday. Good luck year 13!
Year 11 are continuing with their good work in preparing for their forthcoming mock exams. They
will complete a full English Language Paper 2 and an exam response on 'Macbeth.' I know that a lot
of parents attended the curriculum evening last half term about supporting pupils with these
mock exams, but if you have any specific questions regarding English please do not
hesitate to contact your child's English teacher directly.
Away from the classroom Dr Fernie has continued to run the year 9 poetry club. This week the
group have begun work towards a 'Green Poetry Anthology' as part of the school's
focus on the year of the environment. A reminder that year 9 poetry club runs on Tuesday at
12.30pm, in the library, so if you are in year 9 and enjoy poetry please pop along!

Welcome back after, hopefully, a relaxing half-term holiday.
It's a busy time of the year in the Mathematics department; all of Year 9 will be sitting their
assessment on November 8th. Preparations are under way for both Year 11 and Year 13 as we
approach their mock examinations later this month.
Elsewhere Year 7 have been brushing up on their number skills, as they look at decimal places
and significant figures .
Year 8 are about to start looking at the Cartesian Plane, and how to plot graphs. Year 10 are just
about to look at how the graphs of different functions appear.
As well as the excellent work in class, we have been very encouraged by the response from our
Year 11s to the 'Mathematics in Context' Post-16 qualification we are offering for next year. It
provides a fantastic alternative to A-Level Maths, to support the Maths contents of other
courses, as well as provide valuable UCAS points for their University applications!

HOMEWORK
In science, from next week, we will begin setting regular science homework for years 7-11 on an
online programme called educake. It is a really useful tool we use to set regular quizzes that students
do, to help develop their recall and retention within science. We found it really useful last year so are
continuing with it this year. There are some lovely features which allow students to see areas of
weakness based on knowledge as well as skills. They can even complete their own independent
quizzes to further improve their confidence and grades.
Year 10 and 11 will be given their educake passwords by Friday 5th November and will be asked to
complete a mini log in quiz to check they have logged on successfully. Year 7-9 will do the same the
week beginning 8th November.
If you have any issues or queries, please contact me on Kmunro@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
Miss Munro, Head of Science

RE Department
Year 7 have been exploring the importance of Mass following on from the school Mass on
Monday. Why is it so important to Catholics?
Year 8 have been exploring ideas and beliefs about God in different world religions.

Year 9 has been working hard on their assessment week, demonstrating their knowledge of
Catholic Social Teaching and how they relate to fast fashion and ethical shopping.
Year 10 are coming to the end of studying Judaism – they have worked so hard!
Year 11 are preparing for Mock Exams on Paper 1 and Paper 3 and all revision materials are
available on Teams.
6TH Form PRE A level has started so well and students are working so hard on arguments for the
Existence of God and Utilitarianism. Core RE in Year 12 &13 have been focusing on COP26 this
week and this issues surrounding this important conference.
Mrs O’Gara, Head of RE

Year 9 are completing their assessments on tectonics this week, so good
luck to them.

Year 7 are starting their journey into exploring OS map skills, a vital tool to
exploring the world around us.
Year 10 are creating a summary information poster on deforestation in
tropical rainforests. Very topical as always.

As we now begin November, we will reflect on great historical sacrifices
people have made, and those some continue to make in conflict.
The History department will have a large focus on remembrance this week
while also helping students to consider what lessons we can learn from the
past and how it has shaped our understanding of loss.

Year 11 Textiles have been creating paper
bodices to develop their skills which will
lead them into fabric manipulation. I
cannot wait to see the results.

Year 8 have been recycling plastic
bottles and turning them into some
beautiful poppies ready for our week of
remembrance next week. The unique
finish makes each look individual and
reflect the natural patterns of nature.

11C have been creating a
COP26 board for the main hall
to display the challenges our
world faces. They have
researched some useful tips to
help us turn things around for
the next generation. They have
also reflected on how we as
stewards of God’s creation
have a responsibility to protect
his marvelous creation.

Clubs running this half term from 3.30 – 4.30

Netball Club on Mondays - students will be advised weekly depending on matches.
Monday 8th November year 7 only.
Tuesday (every week) - Year 7, 8, 9 basketball training ahead of playing in the
South Warwickshire Basketball league.
Thursday (every week) - Year 10, 11 basketball training ahead of playing
in the South Warwickshire Basketball league.
Thursday lunch time (every week) basketball club all years welcome.

NETBALL FIXTURES

Our first match of the year for our 8 'A' and 'B' teams was against Alcester Academy in a short,
friendly match this week. They comfortably won both matches with a score of 9-0 for the A
team and 5-0 for the B team. Both teams played well and the hard work they have put
in during training session is starting to show.
Congratulations to the team as follows:
Maisie Dickson
Grace Backhurst
Nela Stefancinova
Chloe Dyer
Julia Rutowska
Mackenzie Huddleston
Harlowe Wilks
Abigail Groves
Sylvie Lowe
Elizabeth Uske

Saskia Simmonds
Marika Marczewska
Ava Watters
Emilia Ellison
Olivia Mucha
Danielle Joyce
Alexia Dillon
Laura Talowska
Isabella Gaiser
Pola Zalewska

St Benedict’s Attendance

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

90.3%
91.4%
89.6%
87.7%
90.6%

At St Benedict’s we seek to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time
education which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her
true potential.
The Education Act 1996 requires regular attendance for all students on our
roll. This is essential if they are to succeed and fulfil their potential. It is the
legal responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children attend the
school where they are on roll. There is a clear link between students’
achievement and their level of attendance at school. We want all the
students to achieve the very best they can and for this they need to be in
school regularly.

Parents must contact the school by 8.45am on the first day of absence and
indicate the likely date of the student’s return to school.
Parents should contact the school on each subsequent day that the student is
absent.
The office is staffed from 8.15am each morning. If a child is not accounted
for, a text message will be sent to each parent prompting you to contact the
school to explain why your child is not at school.

Attendance Officer: Miss Gibbons
Tel:
01789 762888
Email: tgibbons@sbe-magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s school uniform focus fortnight

As you know we are very proud of the excellent standard of our school uniform and we really
appreciate the support of parents in helping us maintain these high standards. Unfortunately, a small
number of students are not wearing school uniform correctly and after half term there will be a focus
on uniform standards in school.
On the next page is a summary of the correct uniform at St Benedict’s
Please note particularly the following uniform guidance:
• Girls’ skirts should be grey, medium length skirt with school badge. Waist band should not be rolled.
Not permitted: Lycra, stretchy or excessively short, straight skirts with fashion details such as slits,
zips etc.

• Girls’ trousers should be plain black and tailored (not permitted: skinny fit/skin tight; denim; made
of heavy cotton material; contain Lycra; or similar stretchy/elastic fabric that would cause them,
when worn to look skin tight/tapered, or with logos).
• Medium-grey V-neck long sleeved jumper, no cardigans, sweatshirts, hoodies or jumpers with logos.
• Schools shoes should be plain black and not trainer type shoes with no coloured laces, logos or
labels
• Outdoor coats should be plain black or navy blue.

• The only jewellery allowed is a watch and small earring studs (nose studs, rings and bracelets are not
permitted.)
• Make-up, nail varnish, acrylic nails and brightly coloured hair are NOT allowed.
• White or Coloured Socks are not to be worn over tights.
On Monday 8th November we will be starting a ‘Uniform Focus Fortnight’ and all students who fail to
meet the uniform expectations will be given a uniform lunchtime detention for 30 minutes.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns and we look forward to your
continued support in ensuring our students meet the highest standards of uniform.
Yours faithfully
Ms Caherty
Assistant Headteacher

St Benedict’s school uniform
Girls’ Uniform
Black blazer with school logo
Plain white school shirt
St Benedict’s tie
Medium-grey V-neck long sleeve jumper

Boys’ Uniform
Black blazer with school logo
Plain white school shirt
St Benedict’s tie

(no cardigans or hoodies)

Medium-grey V-neck long sleeve jumper

Medium grey knee-length skirt with school badge or
black full length trousers (no leggings, skinny/tight
fitting alternatives).
Black /grey tights or grey/black socks
Black shoes (no trainers)
Outdoor coats should be plain black or
navy blue

(no cardigans or hoodies)

Highest standards of
uniform!
Highest standards of
success!

The following are not allowed:
Trouser: Ski nny fi t/skin tight; denim; made of heavy cotton
ma terial;Lycra; or s imilar stretchy/elastic fabric that would cause them,
when, to l ook skin tight/tapered, or wi th logos.
Skirts: Lycra , s tretchy or excessively s hort. (not rolled at waist band)
Coat: Any col our that is not black or navy. Denim, fur or leather
coa ts /jackets, tracksuit or hooded tops
Shoes: Tra i ners, trainer-type s hoe/boots, boots, cross trainer s hoes,
ca nva s shoes of any kind - i ncluding Va ns and Converse - and no
col oured laces, l ogos or labels.

Plain black tailored trouser
Black shoes (no trainers)
Outdoor coats should be plain black or
navy blue

Smart uniform!
Smart success!

Make up, nail varnish, acrylic nails and
brightly coloured hair are not allowed.
The only jewellery allowed is a watch and one
pair of studs.

Our Lady of the Magnificat Multi- Academy
Working across Warwickshire and Worcestershire to bring
together and enhance Catholic education through our schools,
Our Lady of the Magnificat launched on the 1st September
2021.
Bringing together Our Lady of Lourdes, and Holy Family MACs
and their 12 schools, from primary to sixth form our MAC
serves local communities and the wider Catholic community.
Each of our Academies has a unique ethos and identity which is
embraced, developed, and supported by the expertise
throughout Our Lady of the Magnificat.
Find out about vacancies across the Multi Academy:
Vacancies – Our Lady of the Magnificat

St Benedict’s Parent App

Download the My Child at School app to access all
your child school information
This has replaced ClassCharts.
If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes IT
help@lourdesit.org.uk
Or the school Office. Tel: 01789 762888
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

St Benedict’s School Contacts

Headteacher

Mr Shires

Sbe-head@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Paddock

cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Ms Caherty

Scaherty@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 7

Miss Marston

dmarston@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 8

Miss Lloyd

jlloyd@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 9

Mr Alford

kalford@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Head of Year 10

Mr Gee

wgee@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

Senior Assistant
Headteacher
Assistant
Headteacher

Head of Year 11
Mr Eyre
Head of Year
12/13
Mrs Munford
Main Office
Absence Contact

aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
dmunford@magnificat.org.uk
Sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
absence@sbe.magnificat.org.uk

