The Year of Environment and Stewardship

Mental Health Awareness Week
It was World Mental Health Awareness Day on Sunday 10th October. Assemblies and form time this
week have focused on raising awareness with students. As a school we have purchased the Diocesan
Quo Vadis programme. These sessions are designed to equip students to mentor younger students
with support and additional training. Therefore, extending the reach of the sessions and enabling
young people to respond to their experiences in a positive way. Through the sessions and journal
young people will be able to articulate their recent experiences and process their own thoughts and
feelings connected to lockdown.
Postponed Vaccinations
The school has been informed that due to demand for vaccinations these have had to be postponed
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next week and we will be given another date likely to be during the first week back after

Yr11 Parent Engagements
We have a number of calendared events taking place over the next few weeks. Next Wednesday is our
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first Yr11 Curriculum Evening which will set out how the school is planning to supportP Year
with the GCSE's. This is then followed by our Sixth form Evening which is taking place on the 4th
November 6pm to 8pm.
Yr9 Assessments and 13 Mocks
These will take place respectively the first and second week after October half term.
Amazon Smile
With Christmas not too far away I'm sure many of you will be ordering your shopping online. If you use
Amazon please link to the Amazon Smile account that has been set up for St Benedicts Catholic
School. The school will benefit from any amazon purchases linked to this page.

Have a good weekend.

"Listen with the ear of your heart"
Saint Benedict

Prayer for the week
May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us
and follow after and make us always determined to
carry out good works.
Amen
Students have been learning about
Black History Month over the past
couple of weeks in their Catholic Life
slot in form time. They have heard
about why Black History month has
been celebrated every October in
Britain since 1987. They’ve also
learned about forgotten heroes of
history such as Jesse Owens, next
week we are looking at Claudette
Colvin, George Arthur Rogers and the
Indian Soldiers of WW1 & 2 as well as
St Martin de Porres.

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

JOHN 11: 25

Our food bank appeal is finishing next
week, so please if you are able to, bring in
the last donations on Monday as Ms
Mason & Mrs Gibbons are delivering it all
on Tuesday morning. Thank you

Chaplaincy Team
The Chaplaincy Team met this week and we have
grown in size considerably. We now have members
from each year group and have started to make plans
for the next few weeks. They have had their photos
taken and put on the board in the chapel. We meet
every Monday lunchtime at 12.30 in the chapel and
new members are welcome to join us.

"Jesus said: I am
the resurrection.
Anyone who
believes in me, even
though that person
dies, will live,"

JOHN 11: 25
Form Mass
9AJR had their form Mass on Tuesday morning with Fr
Damien. They prayed for a successful COP26 which
starts in Glasgow at the end of this month. Father
spoke in his homily about how the world is being
challenged and that we need to come together
through our God given gift of humanity to make
things better.
Fantastic reading from Sam, Alex, Issac, Lucy,
Christian, Alessiah and Arjum.

Exciting Opportunity for Year 12–
Coming soon! Watch this space!
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Mr Shires

Lilly McCormack

10

Showing wisdom in Business Studies
discussion

Mr Allaway

Seb Hillard

9

Quality of work and great teamwork in
Geography

Mrs Paddock

Phoebe Gibbons

11

Her growing love of Literature!

Ms Caherty

Gabriele Simone

9

Outstanding attitude towards
English Lessons.
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Miss Marston

Toby Priestley

7

For his kind and caring attitude towards his
peers and achieving one of the highest
number of positives in Year 7! What a star!

Mr Holford

Joseph Hyde

8

Excellent commitment to classwork and the
highest positives in year 8!

Mr Alford

Katie Wood

9

Top points scorer +12 across many
subjects, superb!!

Mr Eyre

Judelle Willis

10

Top points scorer across KS4 - well done!

Mr Gee

Henry Le Poidevin

11

Consistently good attitude to learning
across his subjects – well done!

Ms Munford

Caitlin Libeaut

12

For her proactive and positive approach to
extra-curricular activity
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Mrs Akram

Lucas Herbert

7

Amazing attitude in maths

Thomas Simota

7

Really positive attitude in compass

Miss Cosnett

Oliver Fahey

8B

Consistently positive attitude to learning, consideration
to others and excellent completed written work in
English

Mr CampbellKelly

Tilly Webber

9B

100% concentration 100% of the time - great attitude!

Ms Munro

Isobel Cooper-Griffiths

10

Always focused in lesson, asking great scientific
questions to improve her knowledge and give some
brilliant answers.

Arsh Singh

12

For determination and enthusiasm during practical

Mrs O’Gara

Lauren Lears

10

Lauren always works hard and goes above and beyond
what is expected of her.

Mr Alford

Daisy Douglas

7

Representing the school football team and Netball
team.

Mrs Garcia

Daisy Douglas

7

Daisy has shown impressive work ethic in Spanish

Mr Gee

James Brealey

8

Persevering with some difficult chords and bassline
work in Music this week – well done, James!

7
Maxwell Pitts

Some brilliant singing in ‘When I Grow Up’ this week –
well done, Maxwell!

Ms Smallbone

Kingston Harris

9

For creating your bread detailed in the bread fact file
showing a real commitment and effort to your
homework WELL DONE!

Mr Jansen

Oliver Saneie-Khansari

10M

Oliver has shown a continuing inquisitiveness and great
work ethic in Geography

Mrs Sylvester

Art Amy Yates

9

Excellent start and improved work ethic.

DT Jessica McKeever

9

Outstanding drawings for the Orange Mobile Phone
project.

7

ADT Kamilla Gyorgy

Producing a stunning label for her sketchbook.

Mr Holford

Caitlin Boyle

10

Maturity when refocussing on work and helping others
around her.

Mrs Hyde

Saskia Simmonds

8

For fantastic work on Digital footprints and helping
others understand

Another fantastic week of learning and achievements in Year 7. Our
football team did us proud representing the school and showed great
sportsmanship when playing Campion on Monday.
During our assembly, we discussed 'Mental Health' and how we can
support each other and ensure we take care of our own mental
health. Everyone was also very excited to hear about the up-and-coming
residential trip to the Pioneer Centre. This will take place in February and
is a three- day, two- night trip. Arrangements are being finalised and all
the information you need will be sent as soon as possible. This will be a
fantastic opportunity for our children to develop greater independence,
have a go at new activities and really challenge themselves both
physically and mentally.
Don't forget that Monday is the deadline for children to bring in food
offerings for our charity event which is supporting 'The Trussell Trust'.

Yet again Year 8 have had a fantastic week by being the year group with
the most positives. Together they have all produced an impressive
amount of food for the food bank boxes and will hopefully continue to.
As we move into our last week before half term Year 8 will look to
continue their good character education work.

This week in assembly we spoke about the importance of being ‘ME’ for world Mental Health Awareness week
and some coping strategies, should Y9 be suffering with mental health. Remember Y9 to take a walk- in nature,
recognise everyone is different and that we should be ourselves, value others differences, diet and get good sleep
every night.
There has been lots to celebrate this week.
Lots of positives with year 9 competed in Netball this week coming 4th in the South Warwickshire
Netball Tournament and at the end of last week Y9 football team played against Alcester Academy winning 42. Well- done to our student stars this week.
Remember it is not too late to contribute to Y9's collection for their harvest festival boxes. If you can contribute
any non-perishable food, please bring it in to school and give it to your tutor.
A reminder, please, that the half-term deadline to sort appropriate footwear is fast approaching. Please look at the
document on the school website for guidance.
Have a restful weekend

Last Sunday was Worldwide Mental Health Awareness Day, and in assemblies this week, we talked
about our ‘stress bucket’ and worked through some strategies as to how we can help ‘empty our
bucket’. These included eating well, practising mindfulness and simply talking to someone. I
encouraged the students to practise mindfulness over the course of this week, so don’t be too
alarmed if they’re spending some time in quiet reflection!
Well- done to the Year 10 football team – they played a good game, but were very gracious in
defeat as Stratford High won the game.
A reminder, please, that the half-term deadline to sort appropriate footwear is fast approaching.
Please look at the document on the school website for guidance.
All the best for a wonderful weekend. God bless you all.
Mr W Gee
Head of Key Stage 4

Last Sunday was Worldwide Mental Health Awareness Day, and in assemblies this week, we talked about our ‘stress bucket’
and worked through some strategies as to how we can help ‘empty our bucket’. These included eating well, practising
mindfulness and simply talking to someone. I encouraged the students to practise mindfulness over the course of this week, so
don’t be too alarmed if they’re spending some time in quiet reflection!
Next Wednesday, the school’s senior leadership team will be hosting a Year 11 Curriculum Evening where further details about
the school’s intervention programme will be shared. If for whatever reason you cannot attend, please look out for
communication from the school after next Wednesday.
Year 11 Mocks begin in November, so please encourage your children to start a little bit of revision each day to ensure that
they are sufficiently prepared.

All the best for a wonderful weekend. God bless you all.
Mr W Gee – Head of Key Stage 4

Our 6th form students have had another fabulous week in lessons. It was a pleasure to drop into many
subjects as part of our regular learning walks and witness pupils engaging with a broad number of
challenging topics ranging from South African history to the poetry of Seamus Heaney. Their enthusiasm to
learn was a pleasure to witness, with Year 12 pupils increasing levels of organisation and Year 13 retrieving
and consolidating knowledge in preparation for their upcoming mocks.
Year 13 Mock Examinations will take place WB 8th November. Timetables and task sheets will be
published to parents and pupils early next week.

YOUR FUTURE LIFE – 6th Form Consortium
The wider curriculum continues, and all Year 12 pupils have been offered several events for next half term,
ensuring their 6th form experience "lives life to the full". These include visit to two universities –
Cambridge and Bristol along with workshops on site delivered by Medical Mavericks and Dr Phil Jenkins
from UoB. It will be exciting to see this enrichment programme develop across the year and if you have any
connections to employers or other networks that you feel could contribute, please do get in touch
cpaddock@sbe.magnificat.org.uk
Meanwhile our Year 13 students are to be congratulated as they reach the final stages of D of E Silver next
week with their expedition. We wish them all the best of luck and thank Mr singleton for leading this
important character building initiative.

OPEN EVENING – 4th November 2021 – 6-8pm
For pupils that wish to join our 6th form next September we look forward to meeting with you at our 6th
form Open Evening . This is a great opportunity to view our facilities whilst learning more about individual
subjects with our expert Heads of Department. It follows on well from our Year 11 Curriculum Evening
next week when we look to provide advice and guidance to all Year 11 pupils (and their parents) with
regards to the year ahead. Please ensure that if you are able to attend you have responded to our
Eventbrite booking system so we can make logistical arrangements .

Click the icons to
explore more!

Y12 Unifrog
This week we launched Unifrog our online careers tool to Year 12 students.
They should have received their individual logins this week via their school
emails and I’ve already seen students creating University shortlists which is
amazing! Be brave and complete an Oxbridge shortlist or be curious and
complete an Apprenticeship shortlist.

Year 9
Welcome to Work
Informed & Humble
Year 10
Make it Work
Experienced & Prepared

Y13 Applications
Year 13s had the pleasure of two application support sessions this week. One
all about CVs, Cover Letters and Interview tips and another from
Loughborough University supporting them with their final drafts of personal
statements and exactly how the UCAS process works. We hope this has
prepared students for any route they wish to take post-18.

Y9 & Y10 Assembly
I introduced myself to Years 9 & 10 this week, highlighting what careers
activities they should expect to experience this year. I can’t wait to start
working with these year groups and hope they have made a great start to their
years already.
Outreach at St Bede's
Earlier this week I spent some time at our middle school, St Bede’s, and met
with students and staff to see what careers activities they are involved in. It
was lovely to see Year 6 students building a sensory station for Our Lady’s
garden, as part of their Junior Apprenticeship Programme. This is something I
would love to offer Y7 & Y8 students at St Benedict’s and hope to offer
experiences like this very soon. Thank you again St Bede’s for having me!

6th Form / College Open Events – BOOKING REQUIRED FOR MOST
Heart of Worcester Colleges | Saturday 16th October 2021 | 11am – 2pm
Prince Henry's High School & Sixth Form | Thursday 21st October | 5:30pm – 8:30pm

St Benedict’s Catholic High School & Sixth Form | Thursday 4th November | 6pm – 8pm
St Augustine’s Catholic High School & Sixth Form | Thursday 4th November | 6pm – 8pm
King Edward VI School & Sixth Form | Tuesday 9th November | 5:45pm – 9pm

Stratford Upon Avon College | Friday 12th November | 5:30pm – 7:30pm
Moreton Morrell College | Saturday 13 November 2021 | 10am – 2pm

Stratford Upon Avon School & Sixth Form | Wednesday 17th November |
Evesham College | Thursday 18 November 2021 | 5.30pm - 8pm
Pershore College | Saturday 20 November 2021 | 10am – 1pm
Alcester Grammar School Sixth Form | Thursday 25th November |

Applications for our
2022 Graduate and
Placement
programmes are
now open.
CLICK HERE TO
APPLY NOW

HITZ is Premiership Rugby’s
award - winning education
and employability programme
which works with more than
2,000 young people, aged 16 19 years old, every year.

Browne Jacobson - FAIRE: Virtual Work
Experience & Legal Career Insights
Online Registration - 27th October, 9am - 4pm

Please get in touch if you feel you can offer our students an insight into the world of work or
further/higher education. This includes workshops, placements, assemblies and more.
Contact me at: cklatt@magnificat.org.uk

This week in English year 7 have been working very hard preparing for
their assessment on 'Private Peaceful.' They have demonstrated real
commitment and resilience this term as they get to grips with writing the
PEAR paragraph – which is a framework that we use for analytical writing.
Meanwhile year 9 have been busily preparing for their assessment in
'Of Mice and Men' which will occur after half term.

Our exam groups are working incredibly hard too – in particular, year 11
and year 13 who are tackling Shakespeare and busily working through
'Macbeth' and 'Othello.'
Outside of the classroom Dr Fernie has continued to run the poetry club
for year 9, celebrating National Poetry Day and exploring the theme of
recycling through poetry.

Earlier this week AQA released their guidance for how History GCSE exams would be
changing, this inevitably has impacted the course Year 11 will study for the remained of
the year.
The changes are as follows:
• They will now not have to study or complete an exam for the Elizabeth module.
• Conflict and Tension in Asia has been selected as the compulsory module in which the
school has no say.
• This will be studied next as per the normal scheme of work.
• Four spelling, punctuation and grammar points have been added to this.
• Schools will select two modules from the remaining 3 to complete as optional
modules.
• Health and the People will be one of the two optional choices.
• America will be one of the two optional choices.
In summary Year 11 will sit exams on:
Conflict and tension in Asia: 1950-1975.
America 1920-1973 Opportunity and Inequality.
Health and the People: c1000-Present day.
I hope sharing this information allows Year 11 and yourselves reassurance for the
upcoming year. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

