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AN UPDATE FROM MR SHIRES
Dear Parent / Carer

Covid cases and testing
Local schools in the area have been advised by Public Health
England that if the number of positive cases in a year group reach
15% of the total year group or 30% of a form group the school
should ask the whole year group or form to self-isolate at home
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for 10 days to break the potential for further transmissions. We
are monitoring cases on a daily basis and that is why we will from
time to time ask parents to book PCR appointments for their
children to ensure that we keep cases numbers below the advised
thresholds. I'd just like to reiterate that students and staff should
be completing lateral flow tests twice a week so that
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asymptomatic cases can be identified at the earliest opportunity
and self-isolate. If your child is exhibiting symptoms or anyone in
your household is positive, can I encourage you to book or order a
PCR test for close contacts as these are more accurate than LFTs.
Vaccinations 20th October 21
The school will be used as a location to administer vaccinations for any child aged 12 to 15 years
old that has consent. Additional literature and information from the School Age Immunisation
Services regarding their vaccination program is provided. The school's role in this program is to
provide a venue for vaccinations to be carried out and to distribute information on their behalf
outlining how you can give or refuse consent.
MS Teams and Student Login
It is vitally important that students know their login details for Ms Teams as this will be
how remote learning will be delivered in the event of students having to self-isolate. All
students in KS3 have logged in during their Computing lessons but we are mindful that
some KS4 students have not yet logged into the school's computer system. We will be
identifying those students that haven't to ensure they have their details and can login to
teams. Classes have all been set up in teams and staff will schedule live lessons inviting
class members to join the lesson remotely. This allows any students that are self-isolating
to still participate in lessons from home.
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National Behaviour Hub survey
Last week I mentioned that the school had been accepted to take part in the National Behaviour hub
project as an extended partner school. As part of that project parents and students will be asked to take
part in surveys to canvass views and opinions to evaluate the behaviour, policies and procedures in place
at St Benedicts. A survey will be conducted between the 4th and 15th October. As with all surveys it will
require you or your child's consent to take part. Completed surveys are anonymous and participants will
not be asked to provide their name. Consent and information for this survey will be sent via email on
Monday 4th October.

Pop Icons
Unfortunately, I was not able to attend the inaugural Pop Icons competition at St Benedicts this week.
I have received glowing feedback from staff that did attend and what a fabulous evening it was. I'd
like to thank Mr Gee and Mr Long, Head of Music at St Augustine's for working together to put on such
a fantastic event. Events like this require so much time and organisation to make them a success and
I'm sure students that participated thoroughly enjoyed performing on a professional set. It's a great
example of how schools across the MAC can share and collaborate to provide these opportunities for
our students.

School Photographs
The school photographer will be back in school on Thursday 7th October. This is for sibling photographs
and any student that was absent on the day the school photographs were taken. Should you wish your
child to have their photo taken could you please email the school office on
sbe-office@sbe.magnificat.org.uk by 9am Monday 04th October at the latest.
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On Tuesday this week some members of the Chaplaincy Team were lucky enough to visit St Chads
Cathedral for the Chaplaincy Commissioning Mass. This is where Bishop Stephen le us in celebration of
the work of the Lay Chaplains and Chaplaincy Teams across the schools in the Diocese and to bless us
for the academic year ahead. We joined students from our Lady of the Magnificat MAC (St Augustine’s)
and a number of other schools. It was a beautiful and uplifting Mass where we were lucky enough to
have music from CJM with Jo Boyce, who is a very talented singer which really added to the liturgy. The
students from the MAC were extremely reverent and their behaviour was impeccabledd a little bit of
body text

This week we also recruited for more team
members for the Chaplaincy Team, so if your
son/daughter is interested, please ask them to
speak to their Form Tutor

The Food Bank appeal was also launched this
week – your donations help local people, so
please be as generous as you can.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
KEY STAGE 3 UPDATE
Life at St Benedict's continues as normal for KS3 with our excellent commitment to learning in Year 8,
brilliant readiness for lessons in Year 7 and improved uniform in Year 9! Students have shown exceptional
maturity this week when being responsible for their safety as masks make a return to school life, we
cannot begin to explain how proud we are of the ownership students have taken for their wellbeing.
One of the biggest events this time around has been the music department's Pop Icons! This has shown
great interest from the 7-9s and some real talent alongside enthusiasm. Eyes are all on the students as
we look to see who could be the best KS3 has to offer, good luck everyone.
Mr A Holford
Head of Year 8

Sixth Form
Your Future Life Consortium
As students have now begun their own enrichment sessions in each individual school, we are looking to
offer our collaborative trips and events to Year 12 students within the Your Future Life Consortium. More
detailed information will follow in the coming weeks, but please see below for some dates for the diary.
Wednesday 13th October
Wednesday 20th October
Wednesday 17th November
Wednesday 24th November

Trip to the University of Bath
'Medical Mavericks' Workshop
Q&A with Redditch MP - Rachel MacLean
Trip to the University of Cambridge

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
KEY STAGE 4 UPDATE
Year 11 have been recovering from a busy week of assessments this week, and starting to hear
feedback from their teachers about what they can do, and what they are not able to do yet. In
assembly this week, I reinforced the message that the grades from these September assessments do
not determine them or their ability - it is how they respond to this grade. For example, a student in
Music could achieve a Grade 9, sit back from now until June, and realise that a lack of regular practise
and revision has led to them forgetting key knowledge and not understanding the exam technique,
and could achieve a Grade 4. In the same way, a student could achieve a Grade 2 in English in this
series of assessments. Followed by regular attendance at intervention, asking questions to clarify
understanding, and a regular timetable of revision, they could then achieve a Grade 5 at the end of
Year 11. These are, of course, hypothetical examples, but our Year 11s need to ensure their attitude to
learning remains strong as we move through this academic year.
It was great to see the return of sports fixtures this week, and I was pleased to catch a glimpse of the
match against Henley-in-Arden School on Wednesday after school. Well done to all Year 11 students
who played and supported! Year 11 netballers also took part in a tournament with several other
schools - well done to students in Year 11, and Elle-Mai and Caitlin from Year 10 who 'played up' and
joined the Year 11 team.
In assemblies this week across the Key Stage, we have been looking at 'stumbling blocks', and
reflected on what obstacles we have found in our paths since the start of this term. We discussed how
we might turn these into 'stepping stones' - to see these situations as something which we can turn into
a positive thing. Assessments are an opportunity to demonstrate our talents, the fuel shortage last
weekend meant that I did a lot more walking than I usually would, and the tricky migration from SIMS
to Bromcom means I know more about school timetabling than I think is good for me!
Please do not hesitate to contact me (wgee@sbe.magnificat.org.uk) or Mr Eyre
(aeyre@sbe.magnificat.org.uk) if there is anything we can do to better to support your child at St
Benedict's.
Wishing you a wonderful weekend,

Mr W Gee
Head of Key Stage 4

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
MUSIC
Pop Icons
This Wednesday, we hosted a fantastic evening of musical performance in the form of our inaugural Pop
Icons - a MAC-wide singing competition. Pupils across the school performed for a guest judge (Mr Taranczuk
- Director of Music at King's School Worcester) and were scored on vocal ability and stage presence. I'm sure
those parents who were there will agree with me when I say that the students absolutely blew me away! A
huge well done to all the students who took part and helped out.
There were three winners of the evening - Esmie Arens won Best Newcomer, Izzy Gaiser and Harlowe Wilkes
won Best Group, and Tibena Biju won Best Soloist. My thanks go to all the students, parents, governers and
staff who supported the event. I look forward to writing out with more details of our next event - our school
carol service.
Take care, and God bless.
Mr W Gee
Head of Music

Careers
Hi, my name is Carol-Anne Klatt and I have recently
been appointed as the Careers Lead for the Our Lady of
the Magnificat Multi-Academy. I will be working closely
with all of the career's teams in each secondary school
to make sure our students are receiving the best
support possible to achieve their dream destinations. I
would love to hear from you if you have any questions
or are able to offer our students a work experience
placement/workshop/assembly that supports their
careers journey. My email is cklatt@magnificat.org.uk. I
look forward to hearing from you.'

Years 7 - 9 are well under way with their LIFE Compass lessons now and have almost completed what it
means to Have Life and Have it to the Full. These lessons aim to cover the key values of life: Learning,
Integrity, Faith & Excellence and how these values resonate with individuals to be their best self.
One to one career guidance interviews have now begun for Year 11 students offering support and advice in
their education and careers journey. They have also started to think about what they would like to do post16 and how this year is vital to planning their next steps.
Sixth form have also encountered some extracurricular this week with the cohort beginning their enrichment
programme and Year 13s being offered specialist UCAS support sessions. Some of the enrichment on offer
were; Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award, Musical Performance, Journalism, Charity/Fundraising and
reinventing the Ecology Garden.
Next Week: National Space Week! Join Miss Klatt in the Library every lunch for themed activities. "

Careers
The Skills Surgery
Breaking into a career in medicine, dentistry
and veterinary surgery. Led by Dr. Julian
Pearce, Dermatology Registrar and Academic
Fellow.
Live online | 6th October 2021 | 7-8pm GMT

CLEANING ROLE:
Fancy earning some money that doesn’t take up your weekends and
provides a sociable lifestyle? Then the cleaning role at Goodflex rubber is
ideal for any students in search for work.
Location: 37 Tything Road, East, Alcester, B49 6ES
Pay: £9 per hour (including holiday pay)
Hours: 2 hour shifts / 2 days of the week
Role: Emptying of bins, cleaning of a canteen area, filling coffee machine with coffee pods, basic cleaning of
offices, communal areas and toilets, hoovering and mopping floors.
Who we are looking for: Someone who is reliable and not afraid of hard work
Pros: sociable working hours, holiday pay, free onsite parking
Start date: immediate
Who to contact: email jobs@goodflexrubber.com or call for Hannah on 01386 841480

information and updates....
PE
Netball
The girls played exceptionally well and to a high standard. Despite being three team
members short we went on to gain third position, narrowly missing out on getting to the
final when we lost 6-4 against Alcester Grammar School in the semi final. We then went on
to beat Kineton in the 3rd/4th position play off.
Two year 10 girls stepped up a year to play and were a credit to the team, Caitlin Boyle
and Ellie-Mae Burton.
The year 11 players were Maja Mazur, Molly Warby, Anna Warby, Giada Garrido, Amber
Hopkins and Seraphia Mellon
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