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AN UPDATE FROM MR SHIRES...

WITHIN THESE
PAGES:

Dear Parents and Carers
As we break up today for the summer holidays, I'd like to take this
opportunity to thank you for all your support and understanding
during this academic year. I appreciate how frustrating the
lockdowns, home schooling and isolating has been for all concerned.
Thankfully due to the measures put in place there have been very
few occasions that the school has had to collapse bubbles or send
home year groups on a regular basis. Unfortunately, Year 8 were
not able to join us today for our final awards celebration, but they
and the rest of the students at least managed to experience either
or both the St Benedict's feast day celebration and sports day.
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We are looking forward to returning to a normal school day in September and for students to be able
to move from one room to another rather than being confined in one location. I know many have
missed being able to take part in practical's and we look forward to the reintroduction of these for all
year groups in September. In addition, any students identified as being close contacts will not have to
self-isolate provided daily tests are negative.
As in last week's bulletin Thursday 2 and Friday 3 September will be staff INSET days. Year 7 and 12
will have their induction day on Friday 3 September with all other year groups starting on Monday 6
September.
Testing
The Government has advised that students complete to 2 Covid tests at the start of the new academic
year. It is our intention for all year groups to take the first test on one of the two inset days in
September. Year 7 and 12 will take their first test on their induction day. The school will contact you
during the summer holidays with timings and dates when Year 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13 should be available to
come into to school to carry out their first test.
Reporting positive covid cases during the summer holidays
Should anyone in your household test positive over this coming weekend please report this to the
school as normal using the contact details previously shared or look at the school website for further
information. Any positive cases from 19 July should be reported NHS test and trace team not the
school.
Reporting positive covid cases during the summer holidays
Should anyone in your household test positive over this coming weekend please report this to the
school as normal using the contact details previously shared or look at the school website for further
information. Any positive cases from 19 July should be reported NHS test and trace team not the
school.
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St Benedict Celebration Day
What a fantastic day it was last Friday when the whole school celebrated the feast day
of our patron Saint, St Benedict. The students were superb ambassadors for the school,
demonstrating how polite and considerate they are when greeting members of the public
during the sponsored walk around Oversley Woods and through town. The afternoon
provided a wonderful opportunity to celebrate coming to the end of a challenging year in
a relaxed and fun filled atmosphere. I'd like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Williams, Mr
Singleton, Mrs O'Gara, Governors and all the other staff that had an input to making the
day a huge success. I'd also like to thank all those parents that made donations via
ParentPay or provided their child with money to spend at the charity stalls. The total
amount raised so far is just over £2,000!
Donations are still being accepted via ParentPay if you would like to make any further
contributions.
Sports day
Thankfully, the glorious weather continued for sports day on Wednesday. This proved to
be another wonderful day bringing the whole school community together during the final
week of this academic year. It was a great atmosphere, that once again exemplified how
kind and caring our students are in supporting one another. Whether students came first
or last it didn't matter as every competitor was cheered on to the finish line. It was a day
on which several school records were broken, which is absolutely amazing - please do
have a look at all the photo's on our social media. It was great to see so many staff
volunteering for the staff relay races. For some of us just running 100 metres was an
achievement in itself. A big thank you to Mr Alford, Mr Singleton and Mrs Taylor for
organising this special day and all the staff and sixth formers who helped marshal the
various events.
New Student email accounts
Due to the merger between the Holy Family MAC and Our Lady of Lourdes MAC student
email accounts will change during the summer. Please make sure you read the
information below and sign up for text alert system which will notify students when their
new email accounts should be up and running.
Students will change to:
Year of joining St Benedict's first name last name @stu.Magnificat.org.uk
Eg 21joebloggs@stu.Magnificat.org.uk
Staff and students can sign up for a free text alert when the old accounts stop working
and the new ones begin. This will affect any logins on any devices - network and cloud.
Old email addresses will be sent to new accounts.
It is only usernames changing. Not passwords.
In addition, all files and folders and shares will be migrated to OneDrive and SharePoint.
The only exception is current Y11 and Y13 who will not be changing due to exam results.
Changes are expected to be, but not confirmed - w/c 26 July. We encourage students to
sign up for texts and setup their password reset options at
http://passwordreset.lourdesmac.org.uk
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MCAS App for BROMCOM
Reminder to ensure that you and your child have downloaded the MCAS app from the
quick links on our website. From September we will not be using ClassCharts as we will
using a new system BROMCOM which synchronises with the MCAS app. The MCAS app has
all the functionality that ClassCharts previously offered. The quick links also contains
videos explaining how to use the app.
Quo Vadis programme
I am really pleased that the school has signed up to the Diocesen endorsed ‘Quo Vadis’
mental health and wellbeing programme produced by Birmingham Diocese Kenelm Youth
Trust Service in response to the growing number of young people experiencing mental
health issues especially during the recent COVID pandemic. This programme comprises
classroom sessions exploring common mental health issues young people face along with
positive coping strategies they can implement. It also offers a peer mentoring training
and support programme.
Farewells
Yesterday the staff said farewell to several colleagues that are leaving St Benedict's.
Whilst there are several colleagues to thank for all their commitment and loyalty over
the years, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the tremendous work that
both Mr Madden and Mrs Eldridge from the senior leadership team have carried out the
last few years. Mr Madden is taking up the Vice Principal role at St Augustine's Catholic
School, Redditch and Mrs Eldridge gained promotion to Deputy Headteacher at a large
comprehensive school in Great Barr, Birmingham. They have had to face many
challenging situations and they should be extremely proud of the improvements they
have made during their time here at St Benedict's. They care deeply that every child
should succeed and reach their full potential and both act with the upmost integrity. We
wish them both well in their new roles and schools in the future.
Finally
Many thanks to the St Benedict's community for such a warm welcome. In the six weeks I
have been here it is clear that the staff are extremely passionate in their vocation to
support children to become the best they can be. Not just academically but also,
spiritually, socially, and emotionally. I have been extremely impressed by the manner in
which the vast majority of students conduct themselves both in and out of school. Like
any organisation there are always improvements to be made. No organisation, even the
most successful ever stand still, so it is important that we continue to reflect and
continually look to raise our standards. Please could I remind all parents to complete
the parent view survey. Your views and opinions are important to us and help us to
benchmark the impact of the changes that have been implemented recently.
I wish you and your families a peaceful and restful summer break.
Best Wishes and God Bless

Mr Shires
Headteacher
St Benedict's Catholic High School
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CATHOLIC LIFE
Form mass
7PT had their form Mass on Tuesday with Fr Damian, there Mass intention was
“Thanksgiving for the Staff of
St Benedict’s”. The readers did
a terrific job and the responses
and behavior of 7PT was excellent.
Fr Damian was impressed with
the intention and encouraged
students to give thanks to others
we come into contact with, more
often.
We have a lot to be thankful for
this year, and also a lot to reflect
and pray for.

Our chapel was also used this week for the Year 10 Your Future Life. We welcomed students
into the chapel to hear from young people who had previously been students of St
Benedicts. They talked about the skills talents that had been given to them by God and how
they used them to help others. The students got a lot out of the sessions and hopefully
gave them something to think about over the summer holidays.
We welcomed Fr Damian our School Chaplain and Fr Tony Rohan from Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Parish in Redditch, to school last Friday to celebrate Mass for our schools Feast
Day. The students who volunteered to read were brilliant as it can be quite daunting to get
up in front of the year group, so thank you.
Have a great summer and looking forward to welcoming you back in September
Ms Mason – Catholic Life Co-ordinator

OUR GOSPEL VALUES

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
ST BENEDICT'S POETRY COMPETITION
Please see below some of winning entries to our St Benedict's Poetry Competition - this year marks
the 10th Anniversary of this event, and with the theme of 'Unlocked', all entries were truly amazing.
Our anthology is in the process of being published and soon you'll be able to read all our wonderful
entries time and time again - a huge WELL DONE and THANK YOU to all who took part.
Can I tell you a secret?

Unlocked

Freedom …

No cars on the road,
no planes in the sky,
the world is in “lock down”
and the reason why?
To keep us safe as thousands die.

Not being stuck in a classroom;
Not being drained from the stress.
Being able to run wildly and freely
With my worries behind me, in an open
field.
Not being judged, no pressure, no
crowds.
Time in my home, with the people I
love.
Having time to stop and take
it all in.
Being able to listen to the birds.
Looking at the colourful assortment of
beautiful flowers;
Nature calling out to me.
Night comes. To look up into the dark
blue of the night,
The glistening moon, the moonlight
rays beaming off into the distance.

We are told to stay at home
to help the NHS
How long though? That’s anyone’s
guess.
No more “normal life”
with family and friends
until this pandemic finally ends
But the lockdown is good
for the environment too
Look at the sky it’s clear and blue.
Pollution does not fill the air
a lot less planes and cars travelling
Here and there.

Free to be me.

Lockdown will give nature
time to repair with cleaner
rivers and fresher air!

Tilly Webber, 8JK

Mia Stamenkovic 7M/7CT

My experience of lockdown.

Unlocked
I saw her last night,
Fake smile shining bright.
She’s had a hard life,
She will make this fight.
She doesn’t see her power,
Clouds of doubt surrounds her.
Scared to be weak,
Yet she’s never meek.
She fights unbearable pain,
her integrity saving sanity.
Unsure of her fate,
Spreading love not hate.
Scattered scars take their stand,
Physical and psychological alike.
She will make this fight,
She won’t go in vain.
She’s a survivor, a fighter, a warrior.
By Emma Fowler (12PS)
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Falling
It was peaceful as he fell,
Unlocking feelings of pain upon pain
as he had never felt.
Wind through his fingertips,
Slicing his cheeks with sensations of
thousands of needles.
The sun beat down,
Painting his raw cheeks glowing
golden.
Was comparable in colour dripping
down his back,
Searing pathways across his skin as
though marking new choices,
Despite his self-inflicted demise.
A smile marked by purposeful
insolence,
‘Don’t fly too close to the sun.’
His fall was one of newfound peace,
ignoring the pain,
As he thought nobody had flown
further.
Esmee Beattie, Year 9

‘Unlocked’ Winners - Years 9 & 10
1st – ‘Falling’ by Esmee Beattie (9SS)
2nd – ‘Unlocked’ by Paige Little (10FF)
3rd – ‘Poppy and Hawk’ by Maddy Noctor (10FF)
*Special commendation for
* ‘Unlocked’ by Conor Hughes (9DH)
* ‘Unlocked’ by Leila Gibbons-Bennett (10VW)
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YEAR 9
What a year! It has been a huge privilege to lead Year 9 through this academic year,
which has certainly been like no other. At the very start of the year, I laid out my
very simple, but high expectations for the year group: to work hard, and to be kind.
Each and every student in Year 9 has turned up each day and striven to reach these
expectations. Year 9 is often a challenging year for our students as they navigate
new friendships, choose their KS4 options, and discover more and more about who
they are, and what God is calling them to do. I am so proud of the young adults they
are becoming, and would like to thank you all as parents and carers for your
ongoing support.
Wishing you all a wonderful summer break - take care, stay safe,
and God bless you all.
With all best wishes,
Mr W Gee
Head of Music & Head of Year 9

competition time

information and updates....
Instrumental Music Lessons
At present, some St Benedict’s pupils receive high quality instrumental tuition on a
weekly basis with a visiting specialist. We are able to offer these lessons at a very
competitive rate of £9.50 per 20-minute lesson. For pupils in receipt of free school meals,
50% of the cost of these lessons is subsidised by the school.
We have spaces for instrumental tuition on the following instruments:
Piano
Keyboard
Violin
Clarinet
Flute
Saxophone
Guitar (electric, acoustic and classical)
Drumkit

We are recruiting!!
We are also seeking to recruit a singing teacher so that we can offer singing lessons to
commence in September. There is space on the online form for you to indicate this.
If you would like your child to receive instrumental tuition, please respond to the online
form https://forms.office.com/r/bGs4NswRYV by Friday 23rd July 2021. This will enable
me to liaise with the instrumental tutor team, share your details with them, and arrange
for lessons to commence when your child starts at St Benedict’s in September.
If you have any queries, do not hesitate to get in touch via email.
With all best wishes
Mr W Gee
Head of Music & Head of Year 9

HOME TESTING REPORTING RESULTS
The Department of Education have asked that both staff and students report their lateral flow
test result to the NHS website https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result and to school in a bid to
help with contact tracing. We therefore ask that when doing the twice weekly test, you kindly
submit your child/children's results to St Benedict's via the Microsoft form below. If a positive test
result is received, please contact the school to advise in addition to completing the form.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx?
origin=OfficeDotCom&route=OfficeHome&lang=enGB#FormId=XRfg_PTDcEutx_SFl0GX6dFD9kJScxRGkAlJhR75RSRUM1BHVDlURU5VRVBIVjgwRVFC
N1IxTE81MS4u

GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have vacancies for Foundation Governors.
School governors make a valuable contribution to children’s education, opportunities and futures.
Being a school governor is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. It will give you the chance to
make a real difference to young people, give something back to your local community and use
and develop your skills in a board-level environment. Schools need governing boards that have a
balance and diversity of knowledge, skills and experience to enable it to be effective. Anyone
aged 18 or over can be a governor and you do not need to be a parent. There is no requirement
for you to have an understanding of the education system, just the necessary skills, character and
time to contribute. There is plenty of training available to help you learn about education. Schools
need and benefit from a range of professional knowledge on their governing board including
education, finance, human resources, legal, marketing and public relations, property and estates
management, and organisational change.
If this is something that interests you and you are a practicing Catholic, please contact Lorraine
Barnes (Clerk to Governors) lorrainebarnes@warwickshire.gov.uk or Victoria Dawes (Chair of
Governors) dawesv@st-benedicts.org for further information.

