ST BENEDICT'S
WEEKLY BULLETIN
Encourage, Inspire, Support

9 July 2021

AN UPDATE FROM MR SHIRES...
Dear Parents/Carers
Migration to BROMCOM
All the schools within the multi academy will be migrating
from their current Management Information Systems (MIS) to
a new MIS called BROMCOM from the 1st of September. This
will reduce the need for schools to purchase additional
subscriptions for systems such as ClassCharts and School
Cloud for parents' evenings and therefore provide significant
cost saving opportunities across the whole MAC.
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This means that the school will no longer be using ClassCharts
for recording attendance, homework, achievements, and
behaviour points as it will all be done through the new system.
It is important that all parents and students download the new systems free app
MyChildAtSchool or MCAS to be able to access any information previously communicated
via ClassCharts etc. Visit St Benedict's new school website, click on quick links and then
scroll down to MCAS app. There are various tutorials and videos available on YouTube if
you wish to find out more.

The school will provide you with further details that you will require to log in closer to the
time.
INSET days
Thursday, 2nd September and Friday 3rd September will be designated staff INSET days.
Year 7 and 12 will have their induction days during the INSET day on Friday 3rd
September. All other year groups will return on Monday 6th September.
We are intending to carry out the first Lateral Flow Testing for all year groups during
those INSET days. We will provide further clarification regarding the day and timings that
each year group will be tested during the inset days.
Removal of the bubble system
From September the Government has announced that schools will no longer be required
to maintain the bubble system and we will be reverting back to all students taking their
break and lunch at the same time in September and moving classrooms instead of being
kept in year group locations.
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Move to a 4 period day (4x75 mins lessons)
Thank you to parents who responded to the consultation. The school will be moving to a
4 period day from September. The timings of the new day are below:
8.55 to 9.25
9.25 to 10.40
10.40 to 11.00
11.00 to 12.15
12.15 to 1.00
1.00 to 2.15
2.15 to 3.30

Form Time
Period 1
Break
Period 2
Lunch
Period 3
Period 4

Year 10 Your Future day
Next week Year 10 will have a drop down day using our new unifrog platform, exploring
their vocation and thinking of their places and course to study within our Sixth Form
Sponsored Walk
Just a reminder that parents can make donations towards the sponsored walk via
ParentPay.
Primary outreach and Open Evening
Mr Allaway and I continued our Primary School road trip, visiting the following Primary
schools:
St Gregory's Catholic Primary School, Stratford
St Mary's Catholic Primary School, Evesham
Holy Trinity Primary School, Evesham
As ever the students were extremely inquisitive and amazed by the great facilities at St
Benedict's. We look forward to working more closely with our feeder primary schools and
providing them with the opportunity to take part in St Benedict's experience days next
year.
With best wishes

OUR GOSPEL VALUES
Mr Shires
Headteacher
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CATHOLIC LIFE
Exciting times at St Benedict's as our new Headteacher, Mr Shires really begins to make his
mark! During this time of new beginnings we have been looking at our mission as school
and what it truly means to be a St Benedict's Student.
A selection of students from across the school have been working with Mrs O'Gara on
refining our mission statement into one line - no easy feat! Many of these sessions
happened in the chapel as decisions like this should be made with the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.
The results of their endeavor’s will be revealed in due course but it was lovely to hear all
the positive comments about our school including 'we should include that our school is like a
family' and 'I like this version as it talks about preparing you for your life to come, not just
your time in school, this is really important and it is what the school is doing.'
Watch this space for more updates on our mission!
Mrs O’Gara

Form mass
7JC had their form Mass on Tuesday with Fr Damian, their Mass intention was “God takes
away peoples worries”. The readers did a superb job and the responses and behaviour of
7JC was outstanding. Students learned that if they prayed to God he would be able to
share their worries and therefore make them less.
Students across the school have also had the opportunity to learn their house saint prayer
and St Benedict’s prayer in form time, in the run up to St Benedict's Day which we
celebrated on Friday.
Have a lovely weekend
Ms Mason – Catholic Life Co-ordinator

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
YEAR 13
Huge congratulations go to our Year 13 IB students who received their IB results this
week. After what has been a very difficult 2 years for them, our students have, once
again, achieved some excellent results. Our highest scoring students, Sasha Furey
and Gabrielle Rodriquez, both attained an amazing 42-point diploma which places
them in the top 5% of candidates worldwide.
We are so proud of our Year 13 students and admire the perseverance and resilience
they have demonstrated throughout. With most of their sixth form experience being
spent in lockdown, with virtual lessons and exams cancelled, they have coped well
and should be congratulated for their drive and tenacity.
We wish all of our Year 13 students 'good luck' for the future and pray that they will
find happiness wherever their next journey takes them.
Mrs Munford
Head of Sixth Form

YEAR 8
Here are some
pictures from Miss
Williams' final lesson
with Y8 testing their
floating farms to
combat flooding in
Bangladesh.

YEAR 7
7A Science were investigating forces using
spaghetti and marshmallows to build the tallest
freestanding structure.
The pupils explored concepts such as forces,
weight and mass and teamwork and discovered
that the triangle is the strongest structural
shape due to it being able to channel the forces
down to the base.
Mrs C Taylor

information and updates....
Summer holidays activities and resources from your school nurse team
With the summer holidays fast approaching, we've got two great resources to share with
families:
Summer Holiday Booklet
Link: www.compass-uk.org/summer-holiday-booklet/
Contains health & wellbeing advice, safety information, fun activities and resources aimed to
help families keep healthy, safe and entertained over the summer holidays.
Outdoor Activities for Warwickshire
Link: www.compass-uk.org/warwickshire-outdoor-activities

ST BENEDICT'S ALUMNI
A Parliamentary Accolade
Past pupil, Rosie Jones, studied the IB at St Benedict's 6th Form and left in 2017. She is currently
in her final year at Birmingham University studying Medicine. During the first lockdown, Rosie
was part of a small team of Year 3 & 4 students who worked from the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
in a Family Liaison Team. They were the vital daily link between the Consultants and NHS staff
on the ITU Ward who were caring for the most poorly patients and the patients' families, who
were anxious each day to hear news of their loved ones. Being on the high dependency ITU
wards, the patients were mainly in induced-comas and were too ill to communicate. The Family
Liaison Team each had their own link-families & provided all the news of how the patient was
doing that day and how they were responding to the treatment. They were a listening ear for the
family & an emotional 'crutch', as they explained treatment & offered reassurances. As you can
imagine, during that very first Covid Lockdown, this was an intensely emotional roller-coaster of
conversations and the reality was that sadly many patients did not pull through. One of the
senior ITU staff said that the work of the Family Liaison Team was vital; allowing the consultants
& staff to focus completely on the incredibly difficult job of trying to save lives. Rosie said: "I
learned a lot about the importance of communicating effectively and regularly with the loved
ones of those in critical care & how valuable even a short dedicated update can be."
In recognition of the work that the Family Liaison Team did, they have been awarded The NHS
Parliamentary Award for Care & Compassion - beating a number of other very worthy
candidates. Very well done Rosie & Team!

information and updates....
HOME TESTING REPORTING RESULTS
The Department of Education have asked that both staff and students report their lateral flow
test result to the NHS website https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result and to school in a bid to
help with contact tracing. We therefore ask that when doing the twice weekly test, you kindly
submit your child/children's results to St Benedict's via the Microsoft form below. If a positive test
result is received, please contact the school to advise in addition to completing the form.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx?
origin=OfficeDotCom&route=OfficeHome&lang=enGB#FormId=XRfg_PTDcEutx_SFl0GX6dFD9kJScxRGkAlJhR75RSRUM1BHVDlURU5VRVBIVjgwRVFC
N1IxTE81MS4u

GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have vacancies for Foundation Governors.
School governors make a valuable contribution to children’s education, opportunities and futures.
Being a school governor is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. It will give you the chance to
make a real difference to young people, give something back to your local community and use
and develop your skills in a board-level environment. Schools need governing boards that have a
balance and diversity of knowledge, skills and experience to enable it to be effective. Anyone
aged 18 or over can be a governor and you do not need to be a parent. There is no requirement
for you to have an understanding of the education system, just the necessary skills, character and
time to contribute. There is plenty of training available to help you learn about education. Schools
need and benefit from a range of professional knowledge on their governing board including
education, finance, human resources, legal, marketing and public relations, property and estates
management, and organisational change.
If this is something that interests you and you are a practicing Catholic, please contact Lorraine
Barnes (Clerk to Governors) lorrainebarnes@warwickshire.gov.uk or Victoria Dawes (Chair of
Governors) dawesv@st-benedicts.org for further information.

